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Ed Burgess did well at the Ad Astra show in No-
vember— he won three First Places, three Sec-
ond Places, and two Thirds!  Congratulations 
Ed! 



 

Hello Fellow Modelers and Friends! 
     It has really been a difficult year 
for me.   
     Health and personal challenges have plagued 
me since just after January 1:  the death of my 
younger Brother, then, the death of my Mother, 
three bouts of pneumonia, UTIs, several falls (one 
severe), knee replacement surgery, not being able 
to drive for months, a minor car accident just be-
fore my knee surgery and most recently, numerous 

legal appointments to settle my Mother's estate to name a few.  Maybe 
there are more. 
       Thinking back, I do not believe that I had even missed six meetings 
over the last 28 plus years that I have been a member until this year.  
That all said, this is not going to be a pity party; let me be quite clear - in 
fact, I feel very good. You all have been missed and I have missed being 
the club's active leader. I enjoy being a leader. 
     I want to thank my dear friend, Bill Barker, for filling in for me over this 
past year. Bill was backed by an outstanding E-board and general mem-
bership. 
     Bill has my most sincere thanks.  Bill is a fine individual, leader and 
gentleman.  He is a man of many talents and he will use them well as 
your next President!  Bill and Ed have my most hearty endorsement!    
     Hope to see you at this upcoming meeting. That is it for now. 
 
Happy Thanksgiving and All the best, 
Tim 
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LAST MEETING RECAP 

We had a great meeting in October, coming off a very successful show on Oc-
tober 4th.  We conducted a quick after-action review (AAR in Army speak) and 
discussed what we needed to improve or do the same for next year.  
 
We spent some time wracking our brains on a theme for the 2026 contest, and 
finally decided on “Land of the Rising Sun.” The theme are vehicles, figures, 
and aircraft that depict some Japanese themed subject in any 
era.  Should be very popular category.  
 
Ironically, Ed Burgess won the monthly raffle, which was a Zero.  
Hope to see it finished at next year’s show.  
 
Larry Todd is continuing work on his museum quality DH-4 DeHa-
villand, and is working on the fitting for the fuselage.  He was able 
to borrow an actual 1:1 scale piece from a museum, and use that 
to create a jig to make the many parts he needs.  The top right 
photo shows the actual piece; below it is the jig and his copies.  Wow!  
 
Curt Pangracs continues to push the uses of 3D with plastic modelling.   He built a 1:700th scale 
model of the USS Tarawa, replacing 
the kit superstructure with a more de-
tailed 3D prin t.  He also 3D printed the 
LCACs and AMTRACs on board the 
ship. The sea is water gel from MIG 
Ammo.  
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OCTOBER MEETING RECAP 



Wayne Vornholt shared a Gundam RX-178 MK II Titan from the mid-
1980s TV show “Mobile Suit Gundam.” He left the armor off to show 
the structure of the kit.  He painted the 1:100 kit in Titan colors, base 
coating it darker, then adding the light colors.  The little items in from 
of the Titan are from a Bandai Gundam table top game. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Frank Holsburg shared with us a 30+ year old model of a B-57B Canberra that he bought 
at the St Louis Airport during a trip.   

OCTOBER MEETING RECAP 



Scott Amyl brought a mix of models.  The upper right 
is a 1:48 scale T-34; below are a Japanese Combat 
Models vacu-formed kit of a bi-wing, and bottom left 
is a Soviet Polikarpov Po-2 fighter from WWII. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bill Barker displayed how one car can provide a vari-
ety of different custom versions.  The original kit was 
from Woolworth’s in 1963, in 2007 he took the origi-
nal body and made a series of radical chops, includ-
ing a :Tall T”.  The white body in the background is the 
original.   

 

 

Timothy Moran brought in a Arma SeaHawk 
in 1944-45 livery.  He said that the canopy 
didn’t fit well, but overall it came out to a 
very nice kit.  

My apologies to Matt VanArsdale.  He 
brought in a M1 Cannon from 1943. It was a 
Testors kit released in the mid-1990s.  I 
failed to get a photo.  

OCTOBER MEETING RECAP 
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All Show and No Go – Bill Barker  

All Show and No Go – AMT ’25 Chopped T Coupe – Part 3 –  by 

Bill Barker 

Starting the Build:  
We all know the only way to finish a build is to first start it. Stop daydreaming, im-
agining and planning and start building. This build should be good after 18 years 
of planning and not building…it better be good! 

The Build:  
 
Body work – The body is 
where I’ve spent all my build-
ing time this month. I’ve sub-

tly reshaped the body by trimming and cutting, 
removing panel lines and smoothing the body 
after trimming. Then I’ll sand to prep the body 
for paint. These are mostly subtle alterations 
but they give the body a cleaner, neater look but 
are very time-consuming. I spent at least 20 
hours modifying the roof, window frames and 
body pillars. The bulk of this time was taken up 
with removing a sizable chunk of the roof to 
make it an open top. Satisfying, but tedious! It 
goes like this: file and sand a little, then test fit…file and sand a little, then test fit…then check pro-
gress…then repeat dozens of times. It’s like watching a garden grow or paint dry. I tried to use a 
Dremel to trim the window frames and cut that hole in the roof but it was too high speed and threat-
ened to ruin my work. It was probably operator error. I went back to files and sandpaper which took 
longer but had no control issues. 

 
The following photos show the ex-

tensive work on the roof and win-
dow frames. 
Photo #1 – Windshield frame be-

fore and after trimming. 
Photo #2 – Roof with area to be 

removed highlighted by the cut. 
Photo #3 – Roof with area re-

moved. 
 

Identifying Parts:  
 

Chassis, Front Axle and Differen-
tial/Rear Axle – Decisions made 



All Show and No Go— Bill Barker 

are:  Chassis – After a LOT of thinking and 
holding or propping pieces together to bring 
life to my imagination I realized the chassis 
is close to perfect for this build. The frame is 
already “Z’d” in the rear as they made it in 
the kit and will work just fine for what I want 
to do. / Front axle – The kit axle is a very 
good fit with the proper width and proper 
“drop” to make sure the front end sits low. / 
Differential/Rear Axle – The kit parts work 
best as the differential is a “Quick Change” 
and has separate axle housing that allows 
the width of the rear wheels/tires to be ad-
justed to fit properly. 

 
Dashboard and Engine – Dashboard – I found 

a cool looking dashboard in my stash from a 
‘60s-era American car that will fit this old 
body very well. / Engine – I chose a different 
engine, the 3-D blown Flattie with 3 carbs. 
I’m now adding a Nitrous Oxide set-up with 
bottle and tubing to connect to the engine. 
Nitrous increases engine power and is simi-
lar to what the WWII Luftwaffe used in their 
fighters to enable the aircraft to perform bet-
ter at high altitudes (30,000’ plus) than the 
Allied fighters.  

As I wrote last month, the essence of hot 
rodding is building a hot rod or custom car 
to match your imagination. The parts 
search alone can take years…even in min-
iature. The build can easily take double 
the time that an out-of-box model kit 
would take. However, all that kit bashing 
and parts swapping can be immensely 
satisfying as that image in your brain be-
comes reality! 
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WHAT’S ON YOUR WORKBENCH BY CURT PANGRACS 

Part 1 

The Build: Trumpeter 1:35 M1132 Stryker ESV w/Surface Mine Plow (SMP) 
The Builder: Curt Pangracs, Prison City Modelers, Leavenworth, Kansas 

 So, let’s just get 
this out of the way – I 
LOVE modern armor and 
military vehicles in gen-
eral! It’s my thing, my 
jam, my “bailiwick.” Not 
sure if I can explain it ful-
ly, but it really started at 
my first duty station 
when I joined the Army 
as a combat medic in 
1983 – 2/68 Armor in 
Baumholder, (West at 
the time) Germany. I was assigned to Delta Company as their company medic, along with a Sergeant, 
who was my direct supervisor. Back then, we, as medics, were assigned directly to the company, and 
we lived with them in their barracks. 
 
 I found the M60A3 tanks, (I have another related build I will write about soon!), we had in the unit 
to be fascinating and took every opportunity to know it. Because of my interest in the vehicle, and the 
company’s lack of people, I was asked to step in as a loader on a tank going through qualification gun-

nery!  Of course, I jumped at the opportunity, 
dove into a crash course in crew commands 
and loading/handling ammunition and went 
on to qualify as a tank crewman. As far as I 
know, I was, at least at the time, the only 
combat medic to have ever done so. Ever 
since then, I’ve been hooked! 
 
 Anyway, I’ve been building models 
since I was 7 or 8, but really hadn’t built any-
thing since I was about 11 before I started 
back up while in Germany, and built off and 
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WHAT’S ON YOUR WORKBENCH BY CURT PANGRACS 

on throughout my military career, only getting into it heavily when I retired and went to work as a con-
tractor/federal worker.  
  

 Now that I’m retired, I’ve been much more heavily involved in building and challenging myself, 
and let me tell you, this kit is a challenge! Not in a bad way, by any means. This kit is actually 2 kits in 
one, with a very basic Stryker chassis with a few mods from the M1126 Infantry Carrier, and about an-
other 200 pieces for the mine plow and engineer staking pods! This kit is challenging because it really 
forces you to build “modular,” completing all sub-assemblies and painting before final assembly/
weathering. 
 
 So, I won’t bore you with the basic Stryker build, just know that the tooling is excellent, and there 
is very little flash or areas that required extensive correction/modification to fit very well. 
 
 I moved on to the engineer stake pods that sit at the rear of the vehicle. The stakes are finicky 
and somewhat uncooperative and could have 
been molded as a single piece instead of 5 
rows that are offset. I decided to paint the 
stakes a light gray with a red stripe because, 
well, it looked cool. There is absolutely nothing 
“historical” about this. I just think it adds to the 
model. One is built for each side of the rear of 
the vehicle and is used to remotely stake 
cleared lanes as the vehicle moves through an 
obstacle, protecting the engineers from having 
to dismount and follow along behind the vehi-
cle. A serious timesaver as well as safety fea-
ture! I will refine some of the detail after I put it 
on the vehicle. 
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WHAT’S ON YOUR WORKBENCH BY CURT PANGRACS 

 At this point, I needed a break from fiddling and decid-
ed to do some of the stowage I’ll be adding to the model. Lots 
of bags accompany the modern soldier, and room inside is at 
a premium. This is why you see so many models with personal 
rucksacks, sleeping bags, and other stowage strapped out-
side of modern vehicles. 
With these items, I am experimenting with the best way to 
represent the variance in manufacturers and materials that 
are “authorized” for use in the modern US Army. 

 These are by 
no means complete, but I wanted to share the process. 

 
 For the RWS (Remote Weapon Station), you have a 
choice of a .50 Cal Machine Gun or a Mk 19 AGL (Automatic 
Grenade Launcher). I think I’m going to use magnets so they 
can be swapped! I’ll address that in the future. 
 
  

 The RWS itself is a fiddly little subassembly but went 
together with little manipulation. This will be fully painted 
before applying to the model. 

 I also went ahead and did a little “pre-weathering” on 
the wheels and tires. These will get a LOT more dust by the 
time it’s done! 

 Finally, I did a light initial coat of Tamiya NATO Green 
(XF-67) on the chassis. Notice the 
gray light-cluster protection rails and 
rearview mirrors? Yeah, I did too, AF-
TER I’d already painted the chas- sis! 
Don’t laugh – if something similar has 
never happened to you, you can’t call 
yourself a REAL modeler!  

 
 Next time, you’ll see the SMP 
(Surface Mine Plow) come to-
gether. This is where the real 
challenge starts! Until then, be safe 
and be creative! 
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AD ASTRA SHOW REPORT BY SHANE  CURTIS 

Ad Astra Modeling Club in Topeka, KS put on a great 
model contest on 8 NOV. There was a terrific turn-out, 
with over 200 models entered. There were vendors and 
a very nice raffle as well. Their venue, the Fairlawn Pla-
za Shopping Center, has grown on me the past few 
years. I was originally worried about having models out 
in such a public, accessible place with small hands 
and fingers constantly walking by, but Ad Astra manag-
es it well and my concerns were not needed. They also 
had a selection of drinks and snacks available for pur-
chase, which is always nice. There were five Prison 
City modelers in attendance, and all brough home 
awards. Shane Curtis earned a first place award for his 
LCAC, and Bill Barker earned a second place for his 87 
Ferrari. Paul Curtis took two third place medals with 
his Free France D.520 and his SR-71 (in the Lego cate-
gory!) JW Dirkse placed second with his Fokker Dr. I, 
and earned first place awards for his Helldiver, Per-
shing II, and Panzer III J. His Panzer also won Best Mili-
tary Vehicle and the special Best Veteran Built award. 
Finally, Ed Burgess won 8 (!) awards--his Type 87 and 
Mine Roller each earned a third place medal; his Hum-
ber Scout, Semovente, and JGSCF wheeled armor ve-
hicle all took second, and his Heister Roller, Standard 
B truck, and BA-10 all won first place in their catego-
ries. Way to go, all!! Hats off to Ad Astra for building up 
a great contest that gets better every year. See you next 
November!!  

"Cool models spotted by Pris-
on City members in Topeka"  
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What’s on your Workbench by JW Dirkse 

 The Pershing II Missile and HEMTT Tractor will make it to Topeka.  The kit is the ModelCollect 
M983 + Pershing II in 1/72 Scale Kit #UA72360-47712.  The M983 HEMTT tractor was only used with PIIs 
in the US primarily at Ft. Sill in the 3/9 FA Bn, 214 Fires Brigade and then only for a short time from 1984 
until 1990.  The three Pershing battalions in Europe (1/9FA, 2/9FA and 4/9FA) under the 56 FA Com-
mand used M.A.N. M1001 tractors.  ModelCollect does make the PII with M.A.N. but I was gifted this 
kit.  The rare photo shows an M983 towing a Pershing II Erector Launcher (EL) on Gore Blvd in Lawton, 
OK which is the town outside Ft. Sill.  Pershing has a special place for me because I was originally 
trained on the PIa system at Ft. Sill in 1983 and quickly transitioned to PII in 1984 after arriving in Ger-
many. 

 I have seen some builds of the ModelCollect Pershing missiles, and almost all of the builds have 
major errors in their configuration or construction.  
One of the biggest errors is showing a missile in 
travel configuration with the warhead mated.  I 
have made some modifications and corrections to 
the kit as well as changes to place the model in a 
travel configuration.  These include: 

Added the Tetra PE set and soldered PE when-
ever PE was joined to PE. 

Discarded the PE work platform for the crane 
and generator as it was not correct and 
replaced it with the crane stabilizer 
base. 

Added hydraulic hoses to the crane. 
Separated the crane hook and secured it to the 

base. 
Placed the stabilizer jacks in the transport position. 
Added mudflaps to the HEMTT rear tires. 
Added a wheel to the HEMTT spare tire. 
Added “cats’ eyes” to the lights on HEMTT and EL. 
Added fuel and air lines to the HEMTT. 
Modified the HEMTT front wheels to a right turn position. 
Scratch built a pallet cover for the warhead/radar sections and rotated it 180 deg to face aft.  This 

part is not included in the kit. 
Folded the two forward sections of EL work platform to the vertical position. 
Separated the Warhead and Radar sections from the missile and covered the forward end of the 

G&C section. 
Removed and stowed the three jack pads. 
Moved the kingpin to the correct location on the EL. 
Discarded the unit markings which depicted an ADA unit. 

The pictures shown on the ModelCollect box and directions are fictitious at best.  In operation a pla-
toon of three missiles, a platoon control center (PCC) on a 5 ton truck and numerous support vehicles 
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What’s on your Workbench by JW Dirkse cont. . . 

occupied a position with overhead cover, usually 
on a road.  Pershing missiles had a nuclear war-
head; there was no HE option.  Consequently, 
each platoon had to have the capability to receive 
and decode Emergency Action Messages.  This 
meant certified A and B teamers in the PCC and 
two-man control on the missiles for every task. 
When pulling into position, each missile section 
unhooked the EL, pulled forward a few feet, con-
nected the EL to the 30KW generator, leveled the 
EL and removed the half ring from the cradle that 
secured the 2nd stage to the EL.  The work plat-
form was unfolded, and the EL pallet rotated 180 
degrees.  The crew removed the pallet cover with 

the crane and mated the warhead/radar sections to the missile Guidance and Control G&C section and 
slid the pallet forward.  All three missile sections in the platoon connected their missiles to the PCC by 
a cable bundle.  The missiles remained in a horizontal position until the final stages of the count di-
rected by the Fire Control Center and only went vertical seconds before firing.  The blast from the 1st 
stage motor was directed to the right and left of the missile.  In theory, after firing the crew returned the 
empty EL to the travel configuration and went to a position to rearm.  Rearming was accomplished us-
ing the HEMTT crane to remove missile stages from transport cans and assembling the 1st stage, 2nd 
stage and G&C section on the EL with a warhead and radar section on the EL pallet.  Most of us realized 
that rearming was probably going to be interrupted by WWIII. 
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Wayne’s WorlD by Wayne Vornholt 

 It has been a while since I last wrote an article for the newsletter and 
since I’ve had a little more discretionary time on my hands, I decided to contrib-
ute this month. Recently, I’ve been working on a Master Grade Gundam model 
kit (which is not a Gundam): The Mobile Suit (MS) – 06S Zaku II from the original 
Mobile Suit Gundam TV show (1979). This is the famous “Red Comet” piloted by 
the show’s antagonist Char Aznable. The Bandai kit is older one; from 2007 but 
still has great articulation and is a quality model. As you can see from the photo 
of the completed (almost) kit, it is capable of a wide variety of poses.  For a Mas-
ter Grade, parts of the kit are quite complex. For example, just one hand has 11 

separate parts. Each finger has multiple parts, 
which allows the hand to be posed in multiple ways 
and hold a variety of weapons (keep in mind that 
each square in the picture is 1” x 1”).  

 To paint the inner frame, I used Alclad’s Steel 
over Mr. Surfacer’s 1500 Black primer. The primer 
and Alclad did not flake off the moveable interframe 
and gave a more realistic metallic look. For the ar-
mor I used Mr. Hobby Gundam colors for Char’s 
Zaku, but decided to add some shading for visual 
interest. I primed the armor with Mr. Hobby 1000 
grey, then darkened the Salmon (it’s not Pink!) and 
Dark Red with Red for a base coat. Then highlighted 

that coat with the actual colors. This provides a tran-
sition from the darker edges of the armor to lighter in 
the center. I wanted to make the highlighting as sub-
tle as possible so it may not show up in the photos 
as well. 

 Overall, it was a fun build but being an older 
kit, I had to think though some pieces of the build 
than I would have for newer one. 

 

 Also this month I found some new 
paints that I like quite a bit. Monument Hob-
bies sells a line of acrylic paints called, “Pro 
Acryl” primarily designed for brush painting 
miniatures. They can also be used in an air-
brush by thinning them with their thinner or 
other acrylic thinner. I had success using Val-
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Wayne’s WorlD continueD by Wayne Vornholt 

lejo’s airbrush thinner at about a 1:3 ratio, but your mileage may vary. Monument Hobbies also has a 
“Glaze and Wash” medium that will turn any of their paints into, you guessed it, a glaze or a wash. I was 
able to use that to paint the Scout Troopers’ armor from the game Star Wars Legion. I have read that the 
best way to paint white is to not use white, which I feel is true. I painted the models with Pro Acryl black 
primer and then used a dark grey base coat for the armor. From there, I used increasingly lighter grey 
glazes to bring up the lighter highlights in the armor. The picture shows two troopers side by side: the 
one on the left has all highlights on the white armor and the one on the right just has the dark grey base-
coat on the armor. 
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EVERY ONCE IN AWHILE  

Why do I like October so much? Got a minute…let me tell you! – Bill Barker 
 

October has been my Favorite month since I was a little kid!  

I met my wife in college on a cool October day; the happiest day of my life!  
 

I grew up in the Adirondack Mountains in upstate New York which has October’s fall foliage every bit 
as beautiful as Vermont, New Hampshire or any other state.  

 
Hunting season starts in October in the Adirondack Mountains. My Dad and I shared countless hap-

py days tramping through woods and across farms. In case you didn’t know, New York is mostly 
rural with a lot of dairy farms, vineyards, villages and small towns and New York often produces 
more maple syrup than Vermont. Upstate New York is the complete opposite of New York City or 
Long Island, hence the use of the word “Upstate” to draw a distinction between NYC and Upstate.  

 
The Watkins Glen Grand Prix was always in October in the Finger Lakes Region of New York. I attend-

ed six GPs there between 1965 and 1977 and also attended a number of Can-Am, Trans-Am and 
SCCA races there, mostly with my Dad and several with my high school racing buddy. 

I began Army Flight School in October, the greatest opportunity for success in my life and the best 
job I’ve ever had.  

October weather is so much more pleasant than the dreaded (in my opinion) summer months with 
the heat and humidity. October is followed by my two other favorite months; November and De-
cember.  

Last, but certainly not least, October begins model building season in earnest.  

Read Robert Frost’s “My November Guest.” October and November are near identical twins! 

And that, my friends, is why I love October in addition to being a guy who  loves cold weather and 
cloudy, even rainy days, sweaters, warm jackets,  boots, watch caps, leather gloves and, of 

course, building models. 

Bill Barker came up with the idea for a miscellaneous section for the 
newsletter.  If you have a little idea, something that you like or has both-
ered you about the hobby, or maybe found a new project to use, send it 
to the editor.  Doesn’t have to be long (that’s the beauty of this— it isn’t 
a full column of prose). A photo or two to illustrate would be nice too! 
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Reminder: 
 

Officer nominations: Bill Barker was nominated 
for president, with Ed Burgess as vice-
president.  Wayne Vornholt agreed to run for 
treasurer again, and Mark Gerges as secretary 
again.  

Any other nominees before the November meet-
ing, please send your name to  Mark. 

 
November: Officer elections 
 Volunteer for demo? 
 
December: Christmas Party at Mark and Kathe-

rine Gerges’s house. See flyer on page 17!  

W E  A R E  O N  T H E  W E B .     

HTTP ://
LEAVENWORTHMODELERSCLUB . ORG  

A N D  F AC E B O O K !  

HTTPS:// WWW . FACEBOOK . COM/
P RISON-C ITY-M ODELERS- IPMS -

486355701564636/  

IPMS PRISON CITY MODELERS 
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CLUB OFFICERS, 2025 
 

Tim Fincham, President 

tbfinch@yahoo.com  

 

Bill Barker, Vice President 

wlb19@yahoo.com 

 

Wayne Vornholt, Treasurer 

vornholt01@aol.com 

 

Mark Gerges, Secretary 

Newsletter and webpage editor 

mgerges@kc.rr.com 

 

 

Member Dues:  

The chapter voted to reinstitute dues this year— one uno-
pened kit and $20.  The kits are for a raffle at each meet-

ing.  

http://leavenworthmodelersclub.org/
http://leavenworthmodelersclub.org/
https://www.facebook.com/Prison-City-Modelers-IPMS-486355701564636/
https://www.facebook.com/Prison-City-Modelers-IPMS-486355701564636/
https://www.facebook.com/Prison-City-Modelers-IPMS-486355701564636/
mailto:tbfinch@yahoo.com
mailto:wlb19@yahoo.com
mailto:vornholt01@aol.com
mailto:mgerges@kc.rr.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DATE EVENT HOST CITY & STATE Distance & Time from LVN 

4 Apr 26 Surgicon 30 Plastic Surgeons  Nevada, IA  245 miles / 3:36 

18 Apr 26 Fleacon 22 Alexander Lippisch  Monticello, IA  374 miles / 5:42 

18 Apr 26 Route 66 Model Expo, Tulsa Modeler’s Forum, Tulsa, OK  261 miles / 4:17 

30 – 31 May 26  Heartland Model Car Nationals KC Slammers Overland  Park, KS 38 miles /    43 
minutes 
          

UPCOMING CONTESTS : 
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To get this application in online "editible" form, go to http://www.ipmsusa3.org/uploads/ipms_application_form_2019.pdf  

http://www.ipmsusa3.org/uploads/ipms_application_form_2019.pdf
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ONE LAST THING  

By JW Dirkse 

 

And Now For Something Completely Different 

 My entry to modeling was finding an incomplete balsa and tissue paper 
Spitfire model in my grandparents’ attic. Dad and I worked on it off and on, but it 
was missing a lot of the pieces and never got completed.  My first complete balsa 
and tissue paper kit was the Guillow Fokker D. VIII which led to a SPAD, DH-4, Sop-
with Camel, F6F, Mustang and Mosquito.  The kits later went out in a blaze of glory 
stuffed with lighter fluid-soaked paper towel wrapped around a firecracker and 

flown from the top tier of the HS bleachers.  

 I was cleaning up the basement after a water leak and came across an old Guillow balsa and 
tissue paper model with rubber band motor called the Lancer.  I had saved this kit because it was 
meant to fly and looked easy to build.  In less than a week the wooden parts were cut off the balsa 
sheets, laid out on the plans and glued up.  It was fun to walk down memory lane.  I even got scolded 
for using my wife’s quilting pins to hold the balsa down on the plans.  I hope to find some dope so I can 
cover the fuselage and wings.  I tried using gloss acrylic, but it wasn’t working right.  Eventually, I hope 
to get it to the church gym and see if it will fly.  No firecrackers this time I promise. 

 The kit I built was probably 20 plus years old.  Surprisingly, Guillow is still in business and still 
making model aircraft and other flying toys.  Their web page URL is below. 
https://www.guillow.com/ 

 

https://www.guillow.com/

