
 

Greetings modelers!! 
 
 I hope this finds you 
well.  Fall is upon us, and 
hopefully you are starting 
to find some quality work-
bench time. 
 
 Thanks to JW 
Dirkse for a great demo 
last month.  We have 
some open space on the 
calendar in the upcoming 
months, so please share some of 
your tips and techniques with us!  
Your demo definitely doesn't have 
to be as elaborate as JW's was--just 
something simple to show us how 
you tackle a particular modeling 
problem.  Could be anything, nar-
row or broad, that you want to 
share. 
 
 We will hold nominations for 
2017 club officers at this week's 

meetings.  Elections will 
then be held in Decem-
ber, with new officers 
taking over in January. 
 
 Also at this 
week's meeting, I'd like 
to nail down a subject 
for our club internal con-
test--if we want to do 
one.  If we can get that 
decided, that will give 
folks a month and a half 

to track down whatever they want to 
build (or drop hints to Santa.)  In the 
past, we have used that same theme 
for both our club contest and our 
September show--we can continue to 
do that if it works for everyone. 
 
 Thanks again for all you do to 
support our great hobby! 
 
Shane Curtis 

Shane  Curtis 
“Turkmenbashi”  
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Last meeting recap 

During the October meeting, we basked in the glow of a successfully completed contest, conducted an after action 

review (AAR) to capture what we should improve, and then began some long term planning on the club build and 

theme for next year’s contest.  The demo was by JW Dirkse on techniques to faux paint wood grain, a technique 

that is particularly useful for WWI aircraft but could also be used for boxes in dioramas, etc.  

Gary Rhunke and Ed Burgess both below and attend 

meetings of the IPMS Great Plains who are having a club 

build on taking existing models, and creating something 

unique and unusual from 

the kits.   

Gary Rhunke (top right) 

combined a M4 Sherman 

hull with the engine na-

celles of a Star Wars Y-

wing fighter. The new ve-

hicle represents some sort 

of rail gun armed armored 

vehicle. 

 

Ed Burgess (below left and right) needs little incentive 

to build something creative.  The kit he start with was a 

P-47 Thunderbolt, which was turned upside down, 

chopped apart, and then had arms and a pod added be-

low it.  I’ll let him explain what it represents.  
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Last meeting recap : 

Larry Todd (right) brought a model that he was 

working on for commission, and represents an early 

Delta desk top display model.  He extensively re-

worked the model, correcting parts and seams that 

had opened up over the years, and had new decals 

made from scans of the originals on the model.  

Bill Barker (above, right, and below) is primar-

ily a car modeler, something that we haven’t had 

in the club for the past few years.  He brought 

three different race cars with him last month, 

two are yellow and one was blue.  Unfortunate-

ly, in moving back into my house, I seem to have 

misplace the notes I took of last month’s mod-

els, so other than the color, I’m kind of out of 

what I know about them.  Sorry Bill! 
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Last meeting recap : 

JW Dirkse brought his DH-2 by 

Wingnuts. The photos do not do it 

credit; the wire rigging on the wings 

are often two parallel strands.  As you 

looked at it, you didn’t want to breath 

too heavily nearby in case you broke a 

line.  
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October Demo  

For comparison, the Nationals in Omaha are using “Rolling Thunder” to mark the 50th anniversary of the USAF and 

USN bombing of North Vietnam.  KC AMPS and the IPMS Great Plains show in March is Desert Storm 1991, and the 

MOSS in Branson has three themes: Turning points 1942: Doolittle Raid and Battle of Midway, 1967 50 Years of Mus-

cle Cars, and The Great War, WWI 1914-1918.  

Some suggested themes for our contest:  

 25th anniversary of the1992 formal end of the Cold War 

 35th anniversary of the1982 Falkland War and Lebanon War 

 50th anniversary of the1967 Six Day War 

 55th anniversary of the1962 Cuban Missile Crisis 

 60th– anniversary of the 1957 beginning of the space age with Sputnik  

 

Ideas for 2017 Leavenworth contest theme: 

JW Dirkse presented a hand-ons demo, with pre-

pared card with various acrylic paints, oil based paints 

and thinner, and enough brushes that we could all try 

our hand at mimicking the appearance of wood grains.  

The various acrylic colors allowed us to see how you 

could vary the types and age of woods based on the 

starting base colors.  



The Wright Brothers by David 

McCullough 

A book review by Rick Brownlee  

I hesitate to mention first off in my book 

review of David McCullough’s very inter-

esting tome on the Wright Brothers, that 

there is a typographical error on the cov-

er. Unfortunately, the cover of David McCullough best selling 

latest The Wright Brothers, published in 2016, states that the 

celebrated author won the Pulitzer Prize for John Adams and 

1776. And although 1776 was a very popular book, it was 

McCullough’s earlier work, in 

1993,Truman (the biography 

about President Harry Truman) 

that won McCullough’s first Pu-

litzer Prize.  

 The following is the list 

of books written by David 

McCullough. I have read a num-

ber of them and would recom-

mend each of his titles. In 1978 

came The Path Between the 

Seas (The Panama Canal);   

Mornings on Horseback, 1982 

(Theodore Roosevelt);   The 

Great Bridge, 1983 (The Brook-

lyn Bridge);   The Johnstown 

Flood, 1987;   Brave Companions 1992;   Truman, 1993 

(Pulitzer Prize Winner);    John Adams, 2002 (Pulitzer Prize 

Winner);   1776, 2006;   In the Dark Streets Shineth: 1941 

Christmas Story,   2010; The Greater Journey: Americans 

in Paris, 2012;   The Wright Brothers, 2016. 

 Most of you know about what happened with the 

Wright Brothers at Kitty Hawk, on the outer banks of North 

Carolina. But in the hands of Mr. McCullough, such a gifted 

writer, there is so much more to the story. Kathryn was Or-

ville and Wilber’s younger sister. She was a teacher at the 

high school in Dayton. Their mother had died when 

the children were very young. Their father, Bishop 

Milton Wright, was a minister. Many letters were 

exchanged by their father, sister and each of the 

Wright brothers. Thus, much is known about so 

many of the details of their lives, what they thought 

and what they did.  

 It took some time for the brothers to con-

vince both France and Washington, D.C.’s military 

to get seriously interested in the Flyer. But Wilbur 

did start public demonstrations in France on 8 Au-

gust, 1908 in Le Mans. And these flights were well 

attended by Government officials and thousands of 

the French public in general. In September of 1908 

Orville started flying demonstrations for the United 

States Army at Fort Myer, Virginia. The Flyer has 

been altered previously, with an extra seat. And on 

17 September, Army Lieutenant Thomas Selfridge 

rode next to Orville as his passenger. The propeller 

split and shattered causing a terrible crash. Lt. 

Selfridge was killed and Orville suffered a broken leg 

in two places and four broken ribs. It took many 

months for Orville to recover. Thankfully, Kathryn 

was at his side throughout this period, at their 

home in Dayton. 

 As I mentioned above, I’ve read a number 

of McCullough’s very interesting books and I rec-

ommend this book, The Wright Brothers without res-

ervation. You will enjoy it.  
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 Welcome back. After painting decaling and weathering the major assemblies it’s finally time to 

start putting them together.  I started by attaching the top wing to the bottom wing.  I was very con-

cerned about getting everything 

to line up, but then realized that 

the top and bottom wings have 

the same shape and are posi-

tioned vertically with no offset.  

This meant you could put it to-

gether with the trailing edge of 

the wing on a flat surface as seen 

in the picture to the left.  I used 

a slower drying liquid glue on the 

struts so I could reposition them for a few minutes.  This method kept the wings in alignment while the 

glue cured overnight.  I rigged the wings while it was in this position to help maintain alignment and be-

cause it provided better visibility and access between 

the wings.  The tail boom jig  was just a piece of card 

stock that I could slip over the rudder and elevator to 

give the proper angle of the tail booms and position 

the horizontal stabilizer parallel to the main wings.  I 

drilled 2 small holes where the boom attaches to the 

horizontal stabilizer and inserted a small piece of wire 

to help hold the booms in place.  Once the upper end 

of the booms were attached to the horizontal stabi-

lizer the lower ends were attached to the intersection 

of the rudder and tail skid.  I added the control horns to the tail skid to make it steerable.  This whole 

assemble it extremely flimsy so handle with care.  I rigged most of the tail assembly before I installed it on 

the forward assembly.  The advantage is it makes the tail as-

sembly a bit more rigid and easier to work with.  A disad-

vantage is any minor alignment errors will cause difficulty 

when you attach the tail assembly.   

 With the forward and tail 

assemblies completed it was time 

to finish up the engine and attach 

the wheels.  The kit engine has one 

major issue and that is the mold 

seam that runs up the side of each 

Eduard 1/48 DH-2  with ProfiPACK  part two 

By JW Dirkse 
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cylinder.  You’ll have to make a choice between seeing the seam or losing detail.    The PE set provides 

the rocker arm and rocker for each cylinder as well as a couple spares.  I 

used some sprue rod for the valve rods instead of the kit part because I 

felt they were more uniform in diameter.  I also drilled each cylinder and 

added the spark plug and ignition cable.  The entire assembly was painted 

with a mix of Metalizer steel and burnt iron.  After it was dry, I washed 

the cylinders with a thinned dark stain.  The wheel assembly was straight-

forward, but I did add the bungee using a short length of fly line backing 

which seemed the correct diameter and still had the cord texture.   

 Now it was time to go over the directions one more time and 

make sure everything was complete before it all went together.  With the 

sheer quantity of DH-2 rigging, it makes it almost impossible to get at an-

ything inside the wings once it’s all put together.  The only things I left off were the propeller and the 

machine gun.   Attaching the tail boom and making sure the horizontal stabilizer was horizontal turned 

out to be extremely difficult. It might have been easier to attach and align the tail assembly before par-

tially rigging it, but I finally got it in place.  I wonder how straight the actual air-

craft were.  Once the tail was in place I could add the final support rigging to the 

tail boom and the control cables.  In total I used about 16 feet of wonder wire 

for this build.  I painted the propeller with an acrylic cream color and then used 

a wash of oil colors to make the wood texture.  

Eduard 1/48 DH-2  with ProfiPACK  part two continued. 

By JW Dirkse 



 

A few lessons learned.  

1. Drill the pilot holes for the rigging as deep as you dare and at the correct angle if possible. 

2. Even the smallest jarring blow will break the super glue bond and pull the rigging out of the pilot hole 

causing you to be sad. 

3. Use a fixture or jig whenever possible to help align the major assemblies of the aircraft.  

  

 Donations for School of New Beginnings, Lansing, Kansas 

 Tim Fincham and Doug Hall are accepting donations for The School of New Beginnings Plastic Model Build-

ing Differentiated Education Program.  They accept kits you do not intend to build, old built models or “clunkers” 

that you have, parts of all kinds and supplies.  Please give to Doug Hall or Tim Fincham at the meetings.   

 New Beginnings works with students K – 12  with learning disorders, emotional challenges, and some have 

been trouble with the law.  Plastic modeling provides an opportunity to be creative and keep hands busy with a me-

dium that is new to many of them. 

Request for Assistance  
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Eduard 1/48 DH-2  with ProfiPACK  part two continued. 

Wanted: excess legs from walkers--Star Wars AT-AT or 

some such.  They would not need to be in pristine condition; I'll 

be tarting them up with wires and other greeblies.  Thinking of 

building the attached. Please contact Ed Burgess. 

 

 

Buy, Sell, or Trade 



 

Need a club polo shirt or hat?  

contact the secretary to or-

der.  

 

Want to carpool to one of 

these shows?  Bring it up at 

the meeting, or send a group 

message.   

 

Have any ideas for new fea-

tures, or have something to 

contribute? Send it to me.: 

mgerges@kc.rr.com 

 

 

Please volunteer for a demo. Up-

coming demos for the chapter:   

 

December: Club Christmas party— 
Show What Ya’ Brung but no 
demo.  

January: Mark Gerges will discuss 
the scale effects of light that 
should be taken into account as 

you finish your models. 

February: volunteer needed 

March: volunteer needed 

 

Meetings:  

third Wednesday of the month 

at the Leavenworth Public Library 

417 Spruce Street, Leavenworth 

IPMS Prison City Modelers 

 11 March 2017: KC CON 2017.  Cohosted by the KC AMPS and IPMS Great Plains.  Armor 

models will be judged by AMPS rules, while all others will be judged by IPMS rules.  First 

Church of the Nazarene, 11811 State Line Road, KS, MO, Contact: Great Plains, Steve 

Siebers, clubcontact@ipmsgreatplains.org or KC AMPS Paul Dutot, con-

testchair@kcamps.org; website: http://www.kcamps.org/kccon2017/ 

8 April 2017: SURGICON 23. The Euclid Room, Hy-Vee, Des Moines, Iowa. Central Missouri 

Scale Modelers, Contact: Joe Lotz - jlotz@iowatelecom.net  

 

17 June 2017: MOSS CON 2017. Branson Convention Center, Taneycomo Room B, 200 Syc-

amore Street, Branson, MO. IPMS Missouri Ozarks Scale Specialists, Contact: Nate 

Jones, 417-230-6220, ipmsmoss@hotmail.com 

 

26-29 July 2017: 2017 IPMS Nationals. LaVista Conference Center, 12520 Westport Park-

way, La Vista, NE 68128.  IPMS Fort Crook Chapter. Contact: Scot Hackney, 402-598-

6114,  scott.hackney@cox.net 

16 September 2017: 10th Annual LEAVENWORTH MODEL SHOW, http://

leavenworthmodelersclub.org/contest/ 109 Delaware Street, Leavenworth, KS.  Con-

tact: Mark Gerges, mgerges@kc.rr.com. (913) 306-0291.  Special theme:  To be deter-

mined 

Upcoming events : 

W E ’R E  ON  THE  W EB—  

HTTP : / /

LEAVENWORTHMODELERSCLUB . ORG /  

A N D  F AC EB OOK !  

HTTPS : / / WWW . FACEBOOK . COM /

PRISON -C I TY -MODELERS - I PMS -

486355701564636 /  

Club Demo Schedule  
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Yes, you can think me now!  If you go on the website Visit Omaha and sign-up for the Craft Brewers Ex-

plorer’s Journal, and the kind people of Omaha will send you the Journal which has coupons for a FREE 

BEER at each of nine participating breweries.  Yes, nine free beers.   

You are welcome! 

Click here to go to the registration form: http://www.visitomaha.com/restaurants/breweries/explorers-journal-

request-form/ 

Mr. Dan Atzenweiler from Nortonville (it's southwest of Atchison) has the following models for sale.  All are 1/35, ex-
cept the Leopold Railway Gun, which is 1/72: 
Hasegawa Leopold Railway Gun 
Testors Panzer Jaeger Marder lll 
Testors Steyr R30/1 Battle Tractor 
Testors Opel Maultier 
Testors Panzer IV 
Testors Nebelwerfer Rocket Launcher 
Tamiya German 88 mm Gun Flak 36/37 
Tamiya Hanomag SdKfz 251/1 
Tamiya 3.7 Anti Tank Gun Pak 35/36 
Tamiya 7.5 Anti Tank Gun Pak 40/ l46 
Tamiya Military Miniatures Sand Bag Set 
Tamiya Military Miniatures Barricade Set, Tamiya German Paratroopers Green Devils, Tamiya Military Miniatures Infantry Weap-
ons, Tamiya Military Miniatures German Machine Gun Troops ,Tamiya Military Miniatures German Assault Troops (missing one 
soldier) 

 Some packages are tattered from years of storage but contents are complete in inner wrappers (except for 
the missing soldier.)  He would like to sell everything for $100 or best offer.  He can be reached by phone at 913-426-
6780 or email at datzenweiler@yahoo.com. 

IPMS National Convention update: 

Model Collection for sale:  

http://www.visitomaha.com/restaurants/breweries/explorers-journal-request-form/
http://www.visitomaha.com/restaurants/breweries/explorers-journal-request-form/

