
 

Greetings fellow modelers! 
 I hope this newsletter finds you 
well.  I'm really looking forward to the 
"Communist Bloc Party" club contest 
this month.  I'm not going to have my 
model finished, but I'm still bringing it 
in.  This category includes many 
of my favorite subjects--I can't wait to 
see everyone's entry. 
 We will also have a great demo 
by Rick Brownlee this month on using 
Aves Clayshay--a super product that 
has limitless applications in modeling.  
Rick will show us some different tech-
niques for using it to make your pro-
jects even better.  You do NOT want to 
miss this demo! 
 I emailed IPMS and reserved 
some ad space for our contest in the 
IPMS Journal--this is an indicator that 
our September contest is on the hori-
zon (September 17, to be exact!)  As 
always, we need everyone's involve-
ment to make the contest a success.  
We always need plenty of help with 
registration and judging, of course.  
Additionally, if you know of folks who 
are interested in modeling but aren't in 

the club, make 
sure they know 
about the con-
test and how 
much fun it is--
invite them to 
come check it 
out.  Start look-
ing through your 
stash and bring 
in those kits 
that you know 
you aren't go-
ing to get to for 
our raffle--a  
great raffle helps make for a great 
contest.  Finally, a contest isn't a contest 
without entrants--get your stuff ready 
and enter it! 
 Many contests in the area com-
ing up this summer, including KC Slam-
mers in Overland Park and IPMS MOSS 
in Branson (both in June) and West Cen-
tral Missouri in Liberty in August.  Time 
to hit the bench!  
See you at the meeting this week! 
 
Shane  Curtis 

  

Shane  Curtis 
Brotherly Leader and 

Guide of the Model Build-

ers  
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Last meeting recap 

The April meeting was lead by Timothy Moran as our absentee landlord president took a vacation.  We had a long, 

and interesting discussion on what makes a model stand out.  See closing comments page 10 for the details.  What 

was surprising was how much consensus there was about the items that made a model unique.  Afterward, we had 

“Show What Ya’ Brung”, the results of which are below.  

Larry Todd shared his 

1/16 scale fuel quadrant for 

his Sopwith Camel build.  

The photos do not do it 

justice. Not only the size—

see the alligator clip for 

reference,  but also the 

fact that the various parts 

move, allowing the posi-

tioning of the control han-

dle, piston, etc.  It is really remarkable, and you need a magnifying 

glass to enjoy it! 

The second item Larry brought was some various sized examples of 

“line o tape,” some in-

credibly fine pin striping 

tape for modeling.  Avail-

able from Model Expo, 

Larry swears by the item. 

Gary Rhunke: Brought a number of items to the meeting.  

This item to the right is a Capricorn Zodiac War bust that he is 

in the process of painting.  The best part is the various colors 

that he can use on a figure like this.  



 Donations for School of New Beginnings, Lansing, Kansas 

 Tim Fincham and Doug Hall are accepting donations for The School of New Beginnings Plastic Model Build-

ing Differentiated Education Program.  They accept kits you do not intend to build, old built models or “clunkers” 

that you have, parts of all kinds and supplies.  Please give to Doug Hall or Tim Fincham at the meetings.   

 New Beginnings works with students K – 12  with learning disorders, emotional challenges, and some have 

been trouble with the law.  Plastic modeling provides an opportunity to be creative and keep hands busy with a me-

dium that is new to many of them. 

 

 
Page 3 May 2016 

Ed Burgess:  preparing for his impending retirement, Ed has contin-

ued to be one of the most prolific builders in our club.  Below is his 

Soviet BA-6.  He added Voyager grab handles, and Minor Models 

photo etched and vision blocks.   

Another kit was hit new AMX-10 RCR.  Surprisingly large for a 

wheeled vehicle, he bought a resin storage kit from Blast models in 

France to complete the vehicle. 

 

And in his last attempts to fill the Combined Arms Research Library 

with model books, Ed ordered a copy of the Encyclopedia of Armour 

Modeling Techniques for the collection. He reports that at a £60 price 

tag, the book is a great library buy, but he’s not so sure that he’d buy 

it for his personal collection.  

 

Last meeting recap : 

Request for Assistance  
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Last meeting recap : 

What’s on Your Workbench? 

Mark Gerges sent along photos of his SU-100 with infantry dismounting.  He used poster tack to 
hold the figures in place while he finalized their locations, and was waiting for some aftermarket 
heads from Hornet to arrive to finish the figures.  

Gary Rhunke: Gary’s final two items 

on the table were a 1:20 AT/RT from 

Star Wars.  As the club discussed what 

he was going to do to finish the walker, 

one member suggested that a Harley-

Davis paint scheme would seem appro-

priate.  Let’s see if Gary takes our ad-

vice.  

The other item was a Mitch’s Military 

Miniatures figure in 75mm of a Confed-

erate soldier leaning on a fence.  Still a 

work in progress, it is very similar to a 

famous Brady photograph of a Confed-

erate prisoner after Gettysburg. 
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History you can model  

History you can Model by Ron Denning 
 A little family history from WWII. My Dad always told me of his cousin Clifford 
Denning who was a bombardier in a B-24 that was lost over Germany (MIA) in 1944.  
 Partially true! 
 Well, after my dad passed, I received a book on the 446 Bomb group, and I 
started some research on Cousin Clifford. The following is what I have gleaned from 
records and web information. 
 
1/Lt Clifford L. Denning (bombardier) – Home Town; Oklahoma City, Ok. 
8th Air Force – 2nd Bomb Wing/2d Air Division – 446 Bomb group – 706th Bomb 
squadron – Squadron Code; 706BS-RT 
Home field; Bungay England (Airfield runways are still there as of 2004) 
Aircraft;  Consolidated B-24H-15-CF Liberator -  Serial Number 41-29543 
Call sign RT-E 

 
There is a picture of the (4) officers in front of a B-24 named 
“SHIF’LUS SKONK”. This was however not their aircraft.  Clifford is on the far left. This 
photo of Clifford looks just like my dad’s WWII Air Corps photos when he was that age.  
 
A/C Commander;  
 
*        1/Lt Harold James Larson (AIRCRAFT COMMANDER) (KIA) Home Town; Pingree, 
North Dakota 
Crew;  
*        1/Lt Clifford Denning (BOMBARDIER) -  Serial Number 0-751592 -  (KIA) Home 
Town; Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 
*        1/Lt George M. Hafner (KIA) Home Town; St. Paul, Minnesota 

*        1/Lt Claude C. Lanphere (KIA) Home Town; Camden, Arkansas 
*        SGT Louis Bart (KIA) Home Town; Brooklyn, New York 
*        SGT Wilburn Holt (KIA) Home Town; Parkin, Arkansas 
*        SGT Orval B. Scott (GUNNER) (KIA) Home Town; Boyne City, Ohio 
*        SGT Melvin E. Warren (KIA) Home Town; Artesia, New Mexico 
*        SGT Edward Hilgeman (ENGINEER) (Survived) Home Town; Cincinnati, Ohio 
*        SGT Carl Smith (RADIO OPERATOR) (Survived) Home Town; Medina, Ohio  
 
April 27th, 1944 - Bomb Group Mission #61 
*        A/C and crew; 9th Mission – The Marshaling Yards at Blainville Sur Leau, France 
*        Returning from the target, the B-24 aircraft received flak damage over coast of France 
*        (2) engines out/in flames 
*        Losing altitude over the channel the bail-out bell was sounded 
*        (2) crew (radio operator and engineer) made it out and parachuted to safety and were picked up un-
harmed. 
 Aircraft attempted landing in the then fields of Palm Bay UK. 

Continued next page 
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History you can model  

 
*        Losing altitude the B-24 hit the shore line cliff before the fields could be reached, 
the aircraft exploded upon impact killing the last (8) crewmen aboard which included 
Clifford Denning. 
*        The locals attempting to save the crew watched as the plane fell back down the cliff 
to the beach below.  
*        Clifford Denning is buried at; Cambridge American Cemetery. Cambridge England – 
Plot C, Row 6, Grave 12.  
 I have built a 1:48 scale model of Clifford’s 
B-24H.   There is very little to no information on 
the markings except: White circle with Blue “H” 
on the tail, with a small white “E” under the circle, 
serial number - 129543 , OD camo paint scheme, 
no nose markings (the aircraft was never named), 
fuselage marks should be “RT”. 
  I am sure we all have relatives who gave 
it all.  Mine I was able to preserve in a model. 

Right: Ron Dennings 1:48 scale model of his cousin's 

aircraft  

Below Right: Bungay England Airfield during WWII 

(b&w) and today (in color) 

Below: Clifford Denning’s grave in Cambridge, Eng-

land.  



A Quality Product for ground cover: 
Aves Studio ClayShay 
 
I hope that a number of you will be 

able to come to the May IPMS Prison 

City monthly meeting on Wednesday 

18 May. I will do a demo about using 

Aves incredible product for ground 

cover/terrain building called ClayShay. 

I also use it for many other aspects of 
model building as well. I will bring several models and 

model bases that used ClayShay during construction. 

And I will demonstrate this product at the May meeting. 

ClayShay is a brown powder that you mix with water; 

like so many other mediums for ground cover such as 

Celuclay. But the many benefits of ClayShay will far sur-

pass any other such product on the market.  

 If you look at photo number 1 you see that I 

have put down wax paper and taped it to my work 

bench. I will be spreading ClayShay on the wax paper to 

make a cornered wall. And this project will be complet-

ed at the May meeting. At the red number 1 in the pho-

to, I wrapped a piece of bass wood to form the base for 

where the wall would be fabricated, and a pen 

line was drawn, at red number 2, into the wax 

paper at 90 degrees to the base.  

 

 Next 

there are 

two photos 
that show 

close up the 

coffee cup 

with the 

ClayShay 

brown pow-

der in it and 

the fork and 

spoon that I 

use to mix 

and apply the 

mixture. I also use a popcicle stick and of 

course, the handy artist’s palette knife when 

applying ClayShay. Those small light gray semi-

circular objects, above the palette knife, I use as 

masonry rocks. They were formed in my hand 

from the extra Apoxy Sculpt left over from gap 

filling on plastic models. I find Apoxy Sculpt 

(another quality Aves Studios product) to be 

the best two part apoxy putty I’ve ever used. 

And no I’m not on the payroll at Aves Studios 

in Wisconsin.  

Continued on next page-  
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Jayhawk Journal-cont 

  Now in photo 2 you see that I 

have applied the mix of Clayshay (mixed with 

lots of powder and very little water so that the 

ClayShay will be thick and more solid; the con-

sistency of clay and not runny like papier ma-

ché.) on to the wax paper, and smoothed it with 

the palette knife. Using a block of wood, I fash-

ioned a notch where a window might have been, 

in the upper right hand corner, on the right side 

of the photo. I’ll add wood framing to that area 

later. Also I added some of those Apoxy Sculpt 

“rocks” imbedded down into the moist ClayShay 

to show the many ways you can add to this product when it is still setting up. Then I let everything set up 

overnight. The next morning the ClayShay was rock. Solid. I used a razor saw to cut it in half. The idea is 

that for the Wednesday meeting demo I plan to make a corner of a building, setting this on a wooden base.  
 

 Photo three shows the ClayShay wall lifted up off the wax paper and standing up on its own. 

 

 I hope that you can make it to the meeting. I will pass out flyers with the information about order-

ing this product from the Aves company, along with the 

company web site address. 

What’s on the Web: 

I’m a Model Builder: Here’s an interesting video of a professional 

model builder.  Enjoy! 

Click here for link to video 

https://player.vimeo.com/video/163135235?autoplay=1


 

Need a club 

polo shirt or 

hat?  contact 

the secretary 

to order.  

 

Want to 

carpool to 

one of these shows?  Bring it 

up at the meeting, or send a 

group message.   

 

Have any ideas for new fea-

tures, or have something to 

contribute? Send it to me.: 

mgerges@kc.rr.com 

 

 

Please volunteer for a demo.  We 

particularly in need of canopy 

masking and metallic finishes on 

aircraft.  

 

18 May: Rick Brownlee, Aves ClayShay 

uses 

 

Meetings:  

third Wednesday of the month 

at the Leavenworth Public Library 

417 Spruce Street, Leavenworth 

IPMS Prison City Modelers 

11-12 June 2016: Heartland Model Car Nationals.  Overland Park Convention Center 

6000 College Blvd, Overland Park.  KC Slammers, Vern Lyon,   913-522-9170.  

 

25 June 2016: MOSS CON 2016. in the West Wing of the White House Theatre, 2255 Gret-

na Road, Branson, MO 65616.  IPMS/MOSS, Nate Jones,  417-230-6220. Themes: 75th 

Anniversary of Pearl Harbor, and Studebaker 50 years later.  

 

27 August 2016: Model Fest 2016.  Liberty Christian Fellowship, 1815 W. Liberty Dr, Liberty, 

MO. West Central Missouri IPMS, Justin Carlson,  816-256-1310.  

 

 17 September 2016: 9th Annual LEAVENWORTH MODEL SHOW, http://

leavenworthmodelersclub.org/contest/ 109 Delaware Street, Leavenworth, KS.  Mark 

Gerges, mgerges@kc.rr.com. (913) 680-0066.  Special theme:  Communist Bloc, 1946-

1991 

Upcoming events : 

W E ’ RE  ON  T HE  WEB—  

HTTP : / /

LEAVENWORTHMODELERSCLUB . ORG /  

A N D  F A CE BOOK !  

HTTPS : / / WWW . FACEBOOK . COM /

P RISON -C ITY-M ODELERS- I PMS-

486355701564636 /  

Club Demo Schedule  
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Buy: 

1/48 PE interior and exterior PE sets 48382 48383 for the Revell/Monogram P-61A/B Black Widow  

1/48 PE sets for the Accurate Miniatures TBM-1C Avenger. 48467 flaps, 48187 accessories 

 

Sell or Trade: 

1/72 PE Set Eduard SS300, F-105D for Trumpeter kit 

1/72 DML He 219A-0 kit #5005 with PE Set Eduard 73286, for Dragon kit 

1/48 AeroMaster 48-157C Decals for Arado 234 Blitz Bombers  Part I (Free) 

1/48 Hobbycraft WED 505 Decals Defense of the Reich fuselage bands for Bf-109 (Free) 

1/48 Steel Beach SBA48091 F-4 Arresting Hook for Hasegawa kit. (Free) 

1/32 Superscale 32-120 WWII Luftwaffe Insignia and Swastikas (Free) 
 

Interested in any of the above?  Contact JW Dirkse 
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Closing thoughts  

Buy, Sell, or Trade 

The club had a great discussion on what makes a model stand out on a 

contest table.  You all know the feeling.  You are walking down a row of 

tables, full of models, and suddenly, one jumps out at you, making you 

pause.  You might even grab the closest person and ask if they’ve seen 

it, or you find someone from your club and give them directions to that 

table.  So what gives it that “je ne sais quoi?” 

 The consensus? Four items make them stand out:  

1. Is the model esoteric?  Another Tiger tank just doesn’t stand out 

like an entirely unique, seldom seen vehicle or an unique version of 

the well know vehicle.   

2. Basing: is the model sitting on the table, or does it have an unique base.  Yes, the base isn’t 

judged unless it is a diorama, but a nice display helps grab the attention.  Even a piece of tile, mirror to 

show the underneath, or something that puts the vehicle in the time and space that it was used makes 

it stand out. 

3. Color:  We were not just talking about garish or bright colors, but a monochromatic model 

draws the eye less than something shading, weathering, and an interesting color combination is a plus.  

One caveat— it has to be well executed! 

4. Not on a flat plane: Seems to contradict #2, or maybe just enhances, but a base that raises the 

model above the normal base level really draws the eye, and makes you stop.  Rather than just a pine-

al that raises the model up, but something that does it in an interesting way is a plus.  

So what are your thoughts?  Agree with these things?  What stands out to you? 


