
 

Greetings fellow modelers! 
I hope this month's newsletter finds 
you well.   

Great turnout last month for 
the club's internal "Communist Bloc 
Party" contest.  There were some great 
models to see--very impressive!  The 
winner was Curt Pangracs who had an 
amazing T-72 with reactive armor--it's 
the same one you see on our homep-
age.  Although it doesn't depict the 
communist era (for our contest, that's 
1946-1991,) we "bent the rules" a little 
to allow him to compete (we won't be 
so forgiving in September, when that 
will be the theme for our annual con-
test!)  Great job on the tank, Curt, and 
great job to all the other entrants as 
well. 

Lately the newsletter has been 
fantastic, and that's because we have 
been getting a lot of great submissions 
from our members.  If you would like to 
submit something for the newsletter, 
just write it up and send it to Mark 
Gerges, our newsletter editor (his email 
is somewhere in the newsletter you are 
reading!)  It can be something as short 

as a tip that only 
takes a few sen-
tences, or a mul-
ti-page "how-to" 
complete with 
pictures.  It 
doesn't have to 
be written per-
fectly, so start 
writing and 
share your 
modeling expe-
riences with 
the group!
  

Hope to see you at the meeting 
this week! 
 
Shane  Curtis 
  

Shane  Curtis 
Absentee Landlord and 

oppressor of the modeling 

folk. 
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Last meeting recap 

Shane Curtis ‘s work in progress is the Tupolev Tu-144, NATO 

code name “Charger”.  One of only two supersonic designs to go 

into service (the other was the Anglo-French Concorde) the TU-

144 flew between Moscow and Almaty (modern day Kazakhstan)  

during its passenger service of only 55 flights.  The airframe con-

tinued in flight for commercial service for another 105 flights be-

fore leaving service in 1983,.  

JW Dirkse brought two models this month.  The first 

(top left) is VEB Plasticart Be-6.  Volksseigner Betrieb, 

or company owned by the people, was  an East Ger-

man model manufacture. The Be-6 was a Soviet flying 

boat, NATO code name “Madge” that was manufac-

tured between 1949 to 1957 and in use by numerous 

Soviet bloc countries as well as China.  

Bottom left: is a Junker Ju-

52 in the livery of the Austri-

an airlines before the An-

schluss in 1938.   



 

 Donations for School of New Beginnings, Lansing, Kansas 

 Tim Fincham and Doug Hall are accepting donations for The School of New Beginnings Plastic Model Build-

ing Differentiated Education Program.  They accept kits you do not intend to build, old built models or “clunkers” 

that you have, parts of all kinds and supplies.  Please give to Doug Hall or Tim Fincham at the meetings.   

 New Beginnings works with students K – 12  with learning disorders, emotional challenges, and some have 

been trouble with the law.  Plastic modeling provides an opportunity to be creative and keep hands busy with a me-

dium that is new to many of them. 
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Request for Assistance  

Joseph Hrenchir brought two models 

in May.  The top one was the Trum-

peter MiG-23.  Production of the 

MiG-23 began in 1970,  and over 

5,000 aircraft were produced and 

remain in service in limited numbers 

today.  

The bottom kit is the TU-22 Blinder. 

The TU-22 was the first supersonic 

bomber to enter production in the 

Soviet Union, beginning in the 1960s 

and remaining in service through the 

1990s. It was not a very successful 

aircraft, mainly due to its short 

range.  

Ed Burgess had his Trumpeter 1:35 

SA-8 Gecko in parade colors at the meeting.   What is 

unique about the Gecko was that it incorporates its 

own engagement radars on the same vehicle as the 

launchers.   

Last meeting recap : 
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Meeting recap continued  

Curt Pangracs had three modern armored fighting vehicles this month.  The T-

72B with Era was the winner of the club’s Communist Bloc contest.  It is a 

Ukrainian version of the T-72B, in use in eastern Ukrainian today.  Over 20,000 

T-72s were built, and sold to over 40 countries, making the T-72 one of the 

most widely produced post-WWII tanks (surpassed only bt eh T-54/55 family).  

Below right:  The M1128 Mobile Gun System only looks like a tank, or that’s 

the party line according to the infantry.   

Built on the eight wheeled chassis of a 

Stryker armored fighting vehicle it mounts 

a 105mm gun and is operated by a crew of 

MOS 19 series crewman (that’s an armor 

crewman, similar to a tank, and not an in-

fantryman , those are 11series). Despite all 

of this, the infantry says it is not a tank—

really?  

Bottom right: This is an example of the  

M1129 Mortar Carrier, part of the Stryker 

family of vehicles.  The mortar is a 120mm 

mortar, mounted so it can fire from the 

vehicle. 
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Meeting recap continued  

Right:  The  Grumman HU-16 Albatross was a post WWII de-

signed amphibian.  The first flight was in 1947, and it became 

operational in 1949, and flew with the US Air Force, Navy, and 

Coast Guard and is still in operation use around the  world with 

a host of countries.  Ron Denning’s version is in US Coast 

Guard colors.  If the Albatross looks familiar, it was the aircraft 

used in the movie The Expendables.  

Left: That ship’s not gaudy, it is just in the pre-

WWII camouflage.  Ron Denning brought the 

1/200 USS Arizona, including laser cut wooden 

decks.   

Below: Ron Denning built a KJ-1 Chinese 

AWACS which was the 1969 airborne early 

warning system built on a Soviet designed Tupolev Tu-4 bomber, which of 

course was a copy of a Boeing B-29 that crashed in Manchuria during 

WWII.  The actual KJ-1 was only in limited use due to the cost of the air-

craft and competing demands during the Chinese Cultural Revolution-

purging people and destroying your cultural legacy isn’t cheap.    



 

Larry Hrenchir: Joseph sent some photos of his dad’s 1:48 SMER SU-
17 Fitter  that he was building for the Cold War contest.  
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What’s on Your Workbench? 

Darrell Combs sent along two works in progress this month.  The first is a  painting that will 
be the background for his theme of large scale figures (American Civil War) concerning the final 
year of the war.  This depicts Pvt. Capell of the Mississippi  Cavalry ( it's a portrait) as his unit 
breaks up to go home after wars end.   
 
The second items is the stitched leather head armor for his war elephant sculpture., made of fine 
grade Milliput.   
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What’s on Your Workbench? 

From Ed Burgess:  
I’ve been working on this AMX-10 RCR from Tiger Models for what seems like a 

year.  Many good things about it got me initially enthused but my lamentably short attention span 
has slowed work. 

The GIAT six-wheeled AMX-10 weighs fifteen tons and carries a 105mm gun, a coaxial 7.62 
MG and an optional 12.7mm roof-mounted MG.  Road speed rated at 85 kph, 25 kph off-
road.  Frontal armor resistant against 23 mm API from 300 m.  It’s better described as a light re-
connaissance vehicle than a tank destroyer but clearly packs a reasonable punch.  France, Moroc-
co, Qatar, and Cameroon operate them. 

Mark talked me into a stowage set from Blast Models, and I found a pair of modern crew-
men from RealModel in the spares box.  Antennas will be 2” pieces of .020 carbon-fiber rod from 
Hobby Haven.  Very springy!  Otherwise OTB. 

The kit is admirably engineered.  Parts fit together the way they should.  The tub is in one 
piece as it the hull top.  Deck details are deftly molded in, and everything I saw matched internet 
pictures quite well.  On the turret, there are bolt-on spaced armor plates which I thought at first just 
didn’t fit, seeming to overlap and leave awkward angles; however the real vehicle shows the same 
characteristics.  There is some PE, mostly a couple of engine intake screens and a spidery bit on 
the rangefinder.  Tiger provides a plastic template to bend the very fine strips there. 

Three things missing from the kit that I noted.  A missing seam on the coaxial shroud re-
quired a half-inch bit of Archer Fine Transfers weld line.  The rangefinder needs a short ca-
ble.  Neither of these would affect the model much if omitted.   

Every pic I saw showed thick anti-slip coating sloshed about the deck, and this is not repre-
sented at all.  I bought a can of Rustoleum textured paint, masked for about a week, and came out 
with a pretty good representation of the rather coarse French coating. 

I decided to mimic the cover art closely, which is a good match to some of the vehicles in 
the field.  The French three-color livery requires a lot of masking and careful thought.  Following 
the usual rule that you paint the lighter color first, I covered the deck, sides, and turret in 
brown.   The lower hull behind the wheels and underside are black, as are the wheel hubs.  I used 
NATO black (XF-69, NATO Brown (XF-68), and NATO Green (XF67) . XF-69 is actually a very 
dark gray with a touch of green, in case you had not noticed. 

I masked with Silly Putty.  Green sectors next, then black.  The process is smooth if a tad 
tedious.  To make painting easier I earlier decided to ignore the kit instructions and leave the 
wheels off.  In retrospect it might have been better to paint the black part of the hull, install the 
wheels, then attach side armor.  As it was, getting the tires on was a challenge.   

Next I'll do a brush coat of Future over the flat paints.  Then a very few decals and another 
coat of future.  Following that a nice shot of Testor’s Dullcoat.  Probably not going to do much in 
the way of weathering.  Think of it as parade day. 
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What’s on Your Workbench? 

From Timothy Moran:  
Here are  three pictures of models I am currently working on. This were kits to build in the 

afternoons while I was recovering. The Spider-Man kit is one I wanted to build when I was a child  
so now I am finally able to get to it. The truck was a therapy kit to build while I was bed bound re-
covering from my ankle surgery.  That did not work too well, but I’m building it now simply for fun. 
The armored car  is going slowly, but with all the detail I’m enjoying it.  

 

Mark Gerges sent along some photos of his most recent build.   He started the Pegasus 

models 1:144 scale version of the Nautilus, from 20,000 

Leagues under the Sea.  The thing that caught his eye was 

the base– a giant squid reaching up for the ship.  With an inte-

rior, PE set, and lighting set, it 

should be an interesting build.  



 
Page 9 June 2016 

Club demo, May  

Rick Brownlee did the meeting demo on the uses of clay shay.  If you re-
member last month’s Jayhawk Journal, Rick talked about the many uses of 
Clay Shay.  At the meeting he showed us how easy it was to mix, and how 
to vary the consistency based upon the application.    
 
 
Right: Rick explains the uses of ClayShay and explains 
a fine point of application. 
 
 
Bottom Left: One club member examines a wall and 
base created with ClayShay. The ClayShay was formed 
over a flat surface and allowed to dry, and then can be 
sanded, cut, etc when dry.  More wet ClayShay can be 
used as an adhesive to glue various pieces together.  
 
 
 
Bottom Right: Rick explaining how to texture a base 
made of ClayShay. You can vary the consistency of the 
ClayShay, from very wet and almost liquid to very firm and 
like clay by the amount of water you add.  



The Benefits of Scratchbuilding 

 My column for this month of 
June is a topic that isn’t discussed all 
that much, anymore. And with the ad-
vance in model kit manufacturing tech-
niques, plus the large number of Photo 
Etched parts and resin parts available 
— also along with 3D printing where 
the modeler can submit a design draw-

ing to a company and have the part printed and mailed 
to the paying customer — modelers may feel that 
scratch building is not necessary. 

 I have e-mail model building friends around the 
globe and we exchange photos and ideas about model-
ing projects. One of them is my good friend, Dr. Frank 
Spahr, DDS who lives in Kassel Deutschland. (or Ger-
many, as we Yanks call it.) Frank and I have been keep-
ing in  touch for well over 10 years. Frank’s main model-
ing interest is ship modeling, and he is an outstanding 
and creative artist. His waterline models are just stun-
ning. Well, I mentioned to Frank in a recent note that I 
was going to write about scratchbuilding. I wanted his 
opinion on the topic. And from reading his comments 
below in Italics, you see that Frank and I agree that con-
tinuing to execute some scratch parts on your models is 
a smart thing to do. Here are some quote from his latest 
reply: 

 “ So we are in a situation where virtually anything 
goes and is catered to, but surely not everything. So 
working on scratchbuilding skills, and generally on prob-
lem-solving skills, is in my eyes a most valid idea to im-
prove your modeling, and also your satisfaction in mod-
eling. How often have you submitted your current prob-
lem and the strategy of dealing with it in your notes to 
me., and I likewise. . . “ 

 I also feel that the thinking aspect in scratch 
building work helps to keep the mind sharp and Frank 
alludes to that process as well in this second quote from 
his latest reply: 

 “ So I very much concur with your idea. 
If you term yourself a modeler, you will find fun 
and satisfaction in finding your own interpreta-
tions and solutions, especially if you work on 
older kits where little or no specific aftermarket 
is included. And even on new state-of-the-art 
kits you might encounter issues that are not 
shake´n´bake. It makes you grow as a crafts-
man and modeler and provides satisfaction to 
have something you devised and executed 
yourself.” 

 “ Even with today’s plethora of aftermar-
ket, you cannot rely on each of your needs be-
ing catered to. There may be omissions in after-
market sets, or no aftermarket available at all. 
Even more reason for working on finding your 
own solutions, which is — in my opinion — a 
most rewarding and fascinating part of model-
ing. “ 

 “ How nice is it to see various interpreta-
tions of one kit, and to see what individual skills 
and creativity each modelers put into their crea-
tion. “ 

 Many thanks to Dr. Frank Spahr for his 
wise words. Then, finally as you see, I have in-
cluded some photos of scratch building work I 
did on an old 1:35th scale Polish Armored Car 
model. 
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Jayhawk Journal-cont 



 

Need a club 

polo shirt or 

hat?  contact 

the secretary 

to order.  

 

Want to 

carpool to 

one of these shows?  Bring it 

up at the meeting, or send a 

group message.   

 

Have any ideas for new fea-

tures, or have something to 

contribute? Send it to me.: 

mgerges@kc.rr.com 

 

 

Please volunteer 

for a demo.  

We particularly 

in need of cano-

py masking and 

metallic finishes 

on aircraft.  

 

We are out 

folks! Need 

some people to 

step up on de-

mos! 

 

Meetings:  

third Wednesday of the month 

at the Leavenworth Public Library 

417 Spruce Street, Leavenworth 

IPMS Prison City Modelers 

 

25 June 2016: MOSS CON 2016. in the West Wing of the White House Theatre, 2255 Gret-

na Road, Branson, MO 65616.  IPMS/MOSS, Nate Jones,  417-230-6220. Themes: 75th 

Anniversary of Pearl Harbor, and Studebaker 50 years later.  

 

27 August 2016: Model Fest 2016.  Liberty Christian Fellowship, 1815 W. Liberty Dr, Liberty, 

MO. West Central Missouri IPMS, Justin Carlson,  816-256-1310.  

 

 17 September 2016: 9th Annual LEAVENWORTH MODEL SHOW, http://

leavenworthmodelersclub.org/contest/ 109 Delaware Street, Leavenworth, KS.  Mark 

Gerges, mgerges@kc.rr.com. (913) 680-0066.  Special theme:  Communist Bloc, 1946-

1991 

Upcoming events : 

W E ’ RE  ON  T HE  WEB—  

HTTP : / /

LEAVENWORTHMODELERSCLUB . ORG /  

A N D  F A CE BOOK !  

HTTPS : / / WWW . FACEBOOK . COM /

P RISON -C ITY-M ODELERS- I PMS-

486355701564636 /  

Club Demo Schedule  
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Wanted: excess legs from walkers--Star Wars AT-AT or some such.  They would not 

need to be in pristine condition; I'll be tarting them up with wires and other greeblies.  

Thinking of building the attached. Please contact Ed Burgess. 

 

Buy:  

1/48 PE interior and exterior PE sets 48382 48383 for the Revell/Monogram P-61A/B 

Black Widow  

1/48 PE sets for the Accurate Miniatures TBM-1C Avenger. 48467 flaps, 48187 acces-

sories 

Sell or Trade: 

1/72 PE Set Eduard SS300, F-105D for Trumpeter kit 

1/72 DML He 219A-0 kit #5005 with PE Set Eduard 73286, for Dragon kit 

1/48 AeroMaster 48-157C Decals for Arado 234 Blitz Bombers  Part I (Free) 

1/48 Hobbycraft WED 505 Decals Defense of the Reich fuselage bands for Bf-109 (Free) 

1/48 Steel Beach SBA48091 F-4 Arresting Hook for Hasegawa kit. (Free) 

1/32 Superscale 32-120 WWII Luftwaffe Insignia and Swastikas (Free) 

Interested in any of the above?  Contact JW Dirkse 
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Matt Green, of laserdream-

works.com, has come up with a 

new product that would be of interest to wargamers.  Matt if you remember is a CGSC instructor and lives 

in Weston, and operates the company Laser DreamWorks out of his garage,  focusing on laser cut ships 

and other custom products.  He has branched out and bought a 3D printer, and has been working on Vau-

banian style fortress 

that can be 3D printed 

in various sizes.  His 

current project is to do 

the design work and 

allow people to print 

the fortress on their 

own machines.   

Check out this video 

of Matt’s Kickstarter 

campaign for more 

information: 

VAUBAN FORTRESS - 3D Printable 17th and 18th Century Terrain 

SHAMELESS ADVERTISING  

Buy, Sell, or Trade 

Ed Burgess ran across this product on a Track-link.com build story.  For a modest investment--two LED 
lights for $5.00, four lights would run $10.00.  Comes with battery and on-off switch.  Looks like a 
simple and quick way to light up a model.  Anyone ever used this? http://
www.modeltrainsoftware.com/single-light-kit.html 

https://www.kickstarter.com/projects/1002529637/vauban-fortress-3d-printable-17th-and-18th-century
http://www.modeltrainsoftware.com/single-light-kit.html
http://www.modeltrainsoftware.com/single-light-kit.html

