
 

Hello fellow modelers!   
 Hopefully everyone Is do-
ing well.   We are about six 
weeks into the new year--I hope 
your club contest model is com-
ing along!  Speaking of that, we 
decided last month that our 
theme this year would be titled, 
"Communist Bloc Party."  That's 
both the theme for our club con-
test, and the special category for 
our contest in September--it 
should be a good one!! 
 The first nearby local con-
test of the year is coming up on 
March 12 from IPMS Great Plains 
and KC AMPS.  They put on a su-
per combined show--it's definite-
ly one you want to go to if you 
haven't before.  They usually 
have a great vendor section and 
two (!) awesome raffles.  Even if 
you don't plan on entering, it's 
good to go down and see what 
everyone else has been working 

on.  I encourage 
you to help 
judge if you can
--you will learn 
so much by do-
ing that! 
 We have 
several demos 
on the schedule 
for the upcom-
ing months.  
Topics include 
parting lines, 
rigging aircraft, and 3D printing.  If 
there's a skill or subject you like, 
please volunteer to put on a demo 
at an upcoming meeting.  It can be 
as simple or as elaborate as you like
--and it helps make everyone in our 
club a better modeler. 
 
See you Wednesday!! 
      Shane Curtis 

 

 

Shane  Curtis 
El Caudillo! 
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Club contest for 2016 

Time to party— or at least, to build the 

vehicles that the Commies had.  The 

club build for 2016 is Eastern or Com-

munist block, 1946-1991.  Hopefully 

you started building— bring it the chap-

ter meeting!. 
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Last meeting recap  

Darrell Combs (right) 

shared his work in pro-

gress of a Carthagian war 

elephant. To the right you 

can see his sketches, a 

bust, and elephant.  It will 

be interesting to see this 

project as it comes to-

gether. 

Ron Denning (left and be-

low) brought a couple of 

interesting items to show 

off. The first was the Mil-

lennium Falcon he built 

back when the prequels came out.  The second item is a work in 

progress of a Chinese version of an AWACs aircraft, a KJ-1.  

Based upon a Soviet Ti-4,  which of course is a rip off of a B-29 

that crashed in the USSR during the later stages of WWII, the KJ-

1 was not a successful project and only flew for a few years.  



 Donations for School of New Beginnings, Lansing, Kansas 

 Tim Fincham and Doug Hall are accepting donations for The School of New Beginnings Plastic Model Build-

ing Differentiated Education Program.  They accept kits you do not intend to build, old built models or “clunkers” 

that you have, parts of all kinds and supplies.  Please give to Doug Hall or Tim Fincham at the meetings.   

 New Beginnings works with students K – 12  with learning disorders, emotional challenges, and some have 

been trouble with the law.  Plastic modeling provides an opportunity to be creative and keep hands busy with a me-

dium that is new to many of them. 
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Last meeting recap : 

Request for Assistance  

Brooks Lyles (above) brought his recently completed Churchill 

Crocodile flamethrower tank.   The fuel tank was detachable, 

and he based the completed model upon a rustic wood slab.  

Curt Pangracs (right) has 

been experimenting with 

3D printing, and showed off 

some of the medical chests, 

back boards, and Pelican 

cases he has created.  

JW Dirkse (below left and center) continues to be a glutton for 

punishment, working on a Soviet Be-6 sea plane.  The finished 

model will be unique and beautiful, but the effort to get there 

shows his commitment to building those old Soviet kits he got 

in the 1980s!   

Alex Gerges (below right) brought his Acade-

my M3A1 Stuart that he put away a few 

months back but pulled out to begin rework-

ing and finishing.  



A busy month for 
many of us, Rick 
Brownlee’s column is 
taking a short break.  
Here is what Rick’s 
been up to in the 
mean time:  

 

I am currently working on 
the old Tamiya kit, 1:35th Rus-
sian Field Car. I took the basic 
engine parts and the rear uni-
versal joint/axle from another kit. 
Sawed off the engine compart-
ment hood and vacuformed a 
new one that will be hinged and 
raised. Some amount of scratch 
building will be attempted.  
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Last meeting recap : continued 

Ed Burgess continued with his attempts to be “the most in-

teresting man in modeling” with his choice of the Moon Bus 

from the movie 2001.  The photo on the left shows  the 

movie model, and the right where he is on his build.  



What’s on Your Workbench? 

From Ed Burgess: The Trumpeter Gecko Osa 
makes an excellent kit.  A lot of parts, but every-
thing fits perfectly.  It's a big vehicle, and the 
model is 28 cm. long, nearly a foot.  One-part 
upper hull, slide-molded, very well done.  Every-
thing I saw matches reference pictures, with one 
exception.  Some Geckos, probably later models, 
have an additional oval antenna mounted on top 
of the big J-band antenna.  Since the models that 
lack the extra antenna also seem to have fewer 
missile boxes, I suspect that there should be one.  
But over a thousand were built for many coun-
tries so there's room for variation, I suppose.  My 
pictures (and my skills) are not clear enough to 
scratch this particular add-on, so the modeling 
world will have to do without it. 
 
I had originally intended to add wires and tubes 
to the radars, but there seems no need. 
Trumpeter has included a sufficiency of detail.  
The designers opted to mold on some detail and 
present others as separate parts, with no obvious 
reason for the differences.  The interior is well-detailed but nearly invisible.  Two big walls of dials and buttons are 
depicted in sharp relief, but you also have a huge number of tiny decals that would never lie flat--your choice is to 
paint the details or sand it off.  I used Sharpies to add some color, even though it is hard to see.  The picture does not 
yet show the wheels, which could, theoretically, be made steerable, if you had three hands and a lot of patience.  I 
don't have either. 
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Wasting time on the web 

Too busy to waste time this month.  Let’s hope we can goof off more next month.  



 

Need a 

club polo 

shirt or 

hat?  con-

tact the 

secretary 

to order.  

 

Want to carpool to one of 

these shows?  Bring it up at 

the meeting, or send a group 

message.   

 

Have any ideas for new fea-

tures, or have something to 

contribute? Send it to me.: 

mgerges@kc.rr.com 

 

 

Please volunteer for a demo.  We 

particularly in need of canopy 

masking and metallic finishes on 

aircraft.  

17 Feb: Larry Todd, parting lines on 

cars, etc 

16 March: Joseph Hrenchir on rigging 

air-

craft 

20 April: volunteer needed 

18 May: Rick Brownlee, Aves Clay-

Shay uses 

 

Meetings:  

third Wednesday of the month 

at the Leavenworth Public Library 

417 Spruce Street, Leavenworth 

IPMS Prison City Modelers 

12 March 2016: KCCON 2016.  Kansas City First Church of the Nazarene, 11811 State Line 

Road, Kansas City. http://www.ipmsgreatplains.org/ IPMS Great Plains Stuart Malone , 

816 560 8282  

2 April 2016: OMAHCON 2016.  Strategic Air and Space Museum, 28210 W Park Hwy, Ash-

land, NE.  http://fortcrookipms.com/ IPMS Ft. Crook, Scott Hackney   402-861-1999.  

23 April 2016: FLEACON 12. Monticello Berndes Center, 766 North Main Street, Monticello, 

Iowa 52310.  www.lippischmodelclub.org, IPMS Cedar Rapids Dr Alexander Lippisch. 

30 April 2016: SurgiCon22. Euclid Room, 2540 East Euclid Ave, Des Moines, IA 50317. http://

ipms-plasticsurgeons.com/surgicon.html, IPMS Plastic Surgeons., Joe Lutz, 641-202-3579. 

11-12 June 2016: Heartland Model Car Nationals.  Overland Park Convention Center 

6000 College Blvd, Overland Park.  KC Slammers, Vern Lyon,   913-522-9170.  

 17 September 2016: 9th Annual LEAVENWORTH MODEL SHOW, http://

leavenworthmodelersclub.org/contest/ 109 Delaware Street, Leavenworth, KS.  Mark 

Gerges, mgerges@kc.rr.com. (913) 680-0066.  Special theme:  to be determined 

Upcoming events : 

W E ’RE  ON  T HE  WEB—  

HTTP : / /

LEAVENWORTHMODELERSCLUB . ORG /  

 

Club Demo Schedule  
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