
 

Greetings fellow modelers! 
 
 I hope you are stay-
ing warm!  Winter has 
struck with a fury.  Perfect 
excuse to stay in and build. 
 At our last meeting, 
we decided on a theme for 
next September's contest-
-it will be all things 1967 
(50 years ago.)  This pro-
vides a lot of opportuni-
ties for different stuff--
there are a million car models from 
that year.  The wars in both Vietnam 
and the Middle East provide a wide 
variety of subjects as well.  Just re-
member--it has to be from 1967, so 
an M551 Sheridan from Vietnam 
wouldn't work (not sent there until 
1969.)  As we've done the last few 
years, our internal club contest will 
kick off January 1, and we will use 
the same theme.  Bring your 
(unstarted!!) kit to this week's 
meeting to show it off if you already 
know what you are going to build! 
 Speaking of this month's 
meeting, it will be this Wednesday 
at Secretary Mark Gerges's house at 
(503 Marshall Street, Leavenworth).   
He has again graciously offered to 
host our holiday meeting there.  We 
will also begin the mirth (whatever 
mirth is) and merriment (I know 

what that one is) at 6 
pm.  That's an hour earli-
er, more for socializing 
than anything.  We will 
also do a normal "show 
what ya brung" period 
(bring your 1967 kit!)  
Additionally, we have to 
do club officer elections.  
Nominations were held 
at our last meeting, and 
the only nominees were:  
President--Shane Curtis, 

Vice-President--Tim Moran, Secretary
--Mark Gerges, and Treasurer--Ed 
Burgess.  Those names may seem 
familiar to you.  We won't start any-
thing "official" (new and old business, 
elections, show and tell) until 7 
o'clock, so if you can't get there at 
the earlier start time, you won't miss 
any actual meeting stuff.   
 If you'd like, bring a snack to 
share with the group.  Also, we'd love 
to welcome any family members 
who'd like to come to the meeting as 
well--this month's meeting will be a 
great time! 
 
Yours in modeling, 
Shane 

Shane  Curtis 
Snow Miser 
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Last meeting recap 

Well turned out meeting with nominations being the major point of business.  Unfortunately, or thank goodness, we 

had nominations, but they were all the incumbents.  Here’s a few photos, offered without much comment or expla-

nation.  

The other important point of business was the discussion and voting to select our theme for the 2017 model 

show— 50th anniversary of the Six Day War, so the 

them is the year 1967.   

Right: Tim Fincham decided to get into the 

Christmas spirit early, with his diorama of Christ-

mas carolers.  

Editor’s note: I’ve just been informed that these were actu-

ally a stick of 1:48th scale US paratroopers and have noth-

ing to do with Christmas carols.  We apologize for any con-

fusion.   

 

 

Below and right: Curt Pangracs brought a T-14 Armata tank and 

its sister T-15 armored personnel carrier, part of the Russian’s new 

Armata Universal Combat Platform of vehicles.  For size compari-

son, he brought a M1A1.  The Armata’s are painted in a notional 

winter camouflage.   
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Last meeting recap 

This page: Larry Todd’s Sopwith Camel continues to amaze with the work-

ing detail.  The jig shows the mount for the machine guns and was used to 

solider the pieces together.   Enjoy. 

Larry also brought some 1:87th scale automobiles that he has been working 

on for a client.  
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Last meeting recap 

Below and right: Joseph Hrenchir  brought a couple of his projects.  In one of the more unusual things 

brought to a meeting (and that is saying a lot since Ed Burgess is in the club), Joseph made a ship out of 

spent shell casings for a World of Warships.  The aircraft is a Cessna A-37 Dragonfly, a light attack aircraft 

that was introduced during the Vietnam war.  

 

Below: Ed Burgess has finished his Hutter-Schneider Underwater Exploration Vehicle No 37.  This was a 

contest build for another club, where you had to take two kits and combine them into something new.  The 

base was a P-47 that has been turned upside down and modified.   

Ed also brought a replacement needle for his Grex airbrush to show 

the group, and a MB 1:35 scale wagon that he is working on.   
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M22 feature by Ed Burgess, world renowned kit reviewer and blog author. 

 

I have been doing reviews on Armorama for a few months.  I agreed to do a fea-
ture article for them on the M22 Multicar, which means building the kit, docu-
menting all the steps, and providing a raft of pictures.  It’s different from a blog in 
that a blog is a multi-part narrative over time and is generally very detailed.  A 
feature is usually one, possibly longish, article.  This kit had been sitting around 
for a while on Armorama’s list of available items.  It suited my well-known prefer-

ence for unusual subjects. 

 The M22 Multicar was produced from 1964 to 1974 in East Germany.  Fahrzeugwerk Wal-
trhausennow, now known as Hako-Werke GmbH    Multicar is 
the only brand that has survived from the East German vehi-
cle industry.  42,500 units of the M22 were produced.  It is 
powered by an air-cooled, two-cylinder, four-stroke diesel en-
gine which developed 15 HP.  Several variants, including 
side dumpers, were made.  They must have been decent 
work vehicles, as I found some for sale and a number of con-

temporary videos. 

 Plus Model is a Czech compa-
ny that has a line of resin kits and ac-
cessories.  This my second Plus Model kit, the first being the Caterpillar 
road grader, which shared both good and bad characteristics with the 
M22, although the M22 is a much smaller and simpler build.   

 Plus Model’s M22 kit exhibits excellent detail and good molding, 
with some complex and fragile parts that require careful finishing.  Many 
parts have thin sheets of flash which must be carefully trimmed.  As in all 
resin kits, there are substantial pour blocks that must be separated.  Hap-
pily, part numbers are molded in for all and I had no difficulty sorting the 
bits.  There are 65 parts (six clear), two bits of wire, a sheet of acetate film 

for windows, and a fret of PE.  For such a 
small kit, I thought $65.50 was rather dear, 
though, even for export.  In Europe it would be 
93.30 Euros. 

 Construction starts with the frame, a 
single piece that needed all open spaces 
cleaned out and filed, tedious but not diffi-
cult.  I failed to notice early on how torqued 
the frame was, about a 10 degree twist, but 
that had no effect on the early assembly.  Still, 
I wish I’d squared it up first.  Presumably 
some cautious heat treatment would have al-
leviated the bend. 

 The first problem appeared when I sep-
arated the springs from the pour 
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blocks.  There are no positioning pins, so some fiddling is required to get everything correct.  Each 
end of each spring is, as it should be, quite thin--so thin that three of them broke off.  I replaced the 
broken bits with styrene strip.  At this stage all the parts 
(barring springs) have locating pins but you need to check 
that everything is properly aligned.  

 Next to do is the engine, which is a lovely piece of 
modeling in ten pieces.  This all goes together without dra-
ma.  I particularly liked part no. 38, comprising the exhaust 
manifolds and muffler (see photo).  This part is exquisitely 
Y-shaped, bent in three dimensions, and requires snaking 
the pipes between holes in the frame and simultaneously 
gluing fragile connectors on both sides of the en-
gine.  Worked like a charm, though.  Sadly, unless you do 
some surgery and open up the maintenance panels, no one will ever see the engine.   

 Next up is the differential and rear axle, then the front axle.  The front axle came off the 
pour stub well enough, but the tracking bar is very thin and broke off.  I cut it out and replaced it 
with a bit of brass rod. 

 Assembling the cab is next.  Most of it is self-evident, but the steering column attaches to a 
gearbox, which should move the pitman arm.  The drawings are not very clear about that, but in 
any case I needed to get some paint down before putting the cab on the frame.  And there are no 
guide pins for the cab, so placement is a bit of a challenge, because it is very tricky to get the boxy 
body around the engine.  I don’t see how you could attach the roof until after you install the win-
dows but that should not be a problem as the roof just sits on top of the cab. 

 So at this point painted the frame black.  The instructions would have the wheels go on now 
but that could wait.  A handful of PE comes next.  Battery shelf, mud flaps, braces for the rear 
fenders, mirror bracket, door handles, side grill.  Placement of all of these except the side grill re-
quires some guesswork.  I could not figure out how the rear mud flaps should attach, from the 
drawing. 

  The front grill sits in a shallow depression and clearly should allow you to see through.  I 
cut out the appropriate rectangle and superglued the nicely detailed grill into place. Alternatively, I 
could have left it off until the body was painted which would have made it easier to do a con-

trasting color. 

 Setting that aside it is time for the cargo 
box, a straightforward assembly of four sides at-
tached to a flat bed.  The bed has four locating 
tabs on the underside which are easily broken 
off, and it is not obvious exactly where on the 
frame it rests.  A little sanding is necessary to get 
the two short sides to fit right.  The latches are 
the smallest and most delicate pieces in the kit, 
but came off  the stubs properly and look good, if 
microscopic. 

 So any painting must be done now, before 
attaching either the cab or the cargo box makes 



Page 7 December 2016 

The people have spoken, and the 2017 Leavenworth Contest theme is “1967”.  Marking the 50th anniversary of the 

Six Day War, the field is wide open— Warsaw Pact and NATO ‘60s era vehicles, older vehicles in Israeli, Egyptian, 

Syrian and other markings, as well as muscle cars and the a wide-variety of aircraft.   

Get building! 

masking impossible. Plus Model suggests green for the engine, but it’s nearly invisible unless you 
choose to put a mirror underneath.  I left it in black primer.  Three paint schemes are suggested, 
Czechoslovak People’s Army, German Democratic Republic National People’s Army, and a civil 
version.  I went with Czech color scheme because my wife is of Czech heritage.  Good a reason 
as any.  But an M22 in military colors or civil paint would be quite appropriate bringing stuff to a 
Warsaw Pact scene.  Except for the primer and the dull coat it’s all brush-painted.  Frame is Tami-
ya Flat Black (XF-1).  Body is Tamiya 
J.N. Green (XF-11).  Underside surfaces 
are in Dark Iron (XF-64).  Tires are NATO 
Black (XF-69). 

 Attaching the cargo box and cab 
will alleviate the warping of the frame, but 
I expect I’ll have to nail it down on a base 
to make it show well.  I admit this could 
have been avoided with a little heating 
and clamping to start with. 

 The wheels deserve men-
tion.  They are finely sculpted with deli-
cate bolts and tread.  The spare has a 
locking handle included.  They fit onto 
rather thin pins, so will not be hard to 
break off unless firmly glued to the axles.  Again, there’s no positive attachment spot on the frame 
for the spare. 

 I also added a rivet from a Plus Model bag of 0.9 rivets (kit 2qaw3sz#477) which turned out 
to be just right for the pin in the front bumper pintle. 

 I’m quite pleased with this little truck.  It measures only about 200 mm, or 3.75 inches, 
long.  It’s an unusual subject with lots of potential uses in dioramas or vignettes.  Part molding was 
excellent, although a few pieces were so fine that cleaning up was tricky.  Fit has been good.  The 
instructions are simple line drawings and mostly, if not always, did the job.  As with every resin 
model I’ve done you need to read and understand the procedure and be prepared to depart from 
the sequence if necessary.  I’ll add battery leads.  And a tidy pile of cargo.  Some Cold War figures 
would be cool, too. 

 From the reference pictures I found it looks like owners have made their own modifications-
-for instance one video shows a small crane on the bed with which he’s loading firewood.  And the 
civil ones are in all sorts of colors, as you can imagine.  Most of the M22’s were distributed in East-
ern Europe, but some have turned up in other countries.  Lot of scope for imaginative uses in post-
war dioramas.  Until I find the right combination I’ll just set it on a piece of cobblestone for now. 

  

 

2017 Leavenworth contest theme! 
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The Jayhawk Journal is taking a holiday break.  See you in 

the next month or so.  

Requests to Santa:  

(or  other club members) 

Timothy Moran shared some photos of his winter weekend build, a 1930 Ford Model A Pickup.  

I am looking for (2) 1:48 scale MIG-25 kits. 
 
Anybody got some they would like to part with???? 
 
Ron Denning 
PS– he says he’s been a good boy.  

Weekend Build 
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Ardennes Trip Report:   

Alex and Mark Gerges spent ten days in Belgium in early December.  Supposedly to support a Battle of 

the Bulge staff ride for the Command and General Staff College, the unexpected result was the discovery 

of two old fashioned, packed to the ceiling hobby shops.  The first in Bastogne, was just off of McAuliffe 

Square, and as you could imagine, contained a large percentage of 

WWII armor and figure models.  In the visitor center in Bastogne, 

the local hobby club even had a display with dioramas depicting 

various aspects of the battle. 

 The second shop was in a little known village known as 

Waterloo. The shop had a wide variety of kits, model railroad sup-

plies, and both shops surpris-

ingly had little RC equip-

ment. 

 We highly recom-

mend going to Belgium to 

visit both shops.  And the 

beer’s ok too.  And the food,  

And views.  But look at the 

hobby shops! 

Above: Alpha Models in Waterloo.   

Right and below left: 

Alex mesmerized by 

the floor to ceiling 

selection.  

Below 

right: Di-

oramas 

at the 

Bastogne 

visitor 

center.  
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Cleaning out the old files: 

Wanted: excess legs from walkers--Star Wars AT-AT or 

some such.  They would not need to be in pristine condition; I'll 

be tarting them up with wires and other greeblies.  Thinking of 

building the attached. Please contact Ed Burgess. 

 

 

Buy, Sell, or Trade 

During the August meeting, Gary Rhunke brought a few products to show  and then sent me a 

follow-up message and some photos.  I forgot and left 

the message floundering in my inbox until this week.  

Here are Gary’s products: 

 
G-S Hypo Cement for gluing on canopies. Doesn't 
craze clear parts.  $7.00 
 
Liquitex Acrylic Modeling Paste for filing small seams 
and cracks around canopies. Clean up excess with a 
damp Q-Tip.   $10-15 
 
Floetrol for acrylic based paints extends the drying time and reduces brush strokes.  Around 
$10 
 
Penetrol for oil based paints does the same thing.   Around $10 
 

 



 

Need a club polo shirt or hat?  

contact the secretary to or-

der.  

 

Want to carpool to one of 

these shows?  Bring it up at 

the meeting, or send a group 

message.   

 

Have any ideas for new fea-

tures, or have something to 

contribute? Send it to me.: 

mgerges@kc.rr.com 

 

 

Please volunteer for a demo. Up-

coming demos for the chapter:   

 

December: Club Christmas party— 
Show What Ya’ Brung but no 
demo.  

January:  

February: Mark Gerges will discuss 
the scale effects of light that 
should be taken into account as 
you finish your models. 

March: volunteer needed 

 

Meetings:  

third Wednesday of the month 

at the Leavenworth Public Library 

417 Spruce Street, Leavenworth 

IPMS Prison City Modelers 

 11 March 2017: KC CON 2017.  Cohosted by the KC AMPS and IPMS Great Plains.  Armor 

models will be judged by AMPS rules, while all others will be judged by IPMS rules.  First 

Church of the Nazarene, 11811 State Line Road, KS, MO, Contact: Great Plains, Steve 

Siebers, clubcontact@ipmsgreatplains.org or KC AMPS Paul Dutot, con-

testchair@kcamps.org; website: http://www.kcamps.org/kccon2017/ 

8 April 2017: SURGICON 23. The Euclid Room, Hy-Vee, Des Moines, Iowa. Central Missouri 

Scale Modelers, Contact: Joe Lotz - jlotz@iowatelecom.net  

 

17 June 2017: MOSS CON 2017. Branson Convention Center, Taneycomo Room B, 200 Syc-

amore Street, Branson, MO. IPMS Missouri Ozarks Scale Specialists, Contact: Nate 

Jones, 417-230-6220, ipmsmoss@hotmail.com 

 

26-29 July 2017: 2017 IPMS Nationals. LaVista Conference Center, 12520 Westport Park-

way, La Vista, NE 68128.  IPMS Fort Crook Chapter. Contact: Scot Hackney, 402-598-

6114,  scott.hackney@cox.net 

16 September 2017: 10th Annual LEAVENWORTH MODEL SHOW, http://

leavenworthmodelersclub.org/contest/ 109 Delaware Street, Leavenworth, KS.  Con-

tact: Mark Gerges, mgerges@kc.rr.com. (913) 306-0291.  Special theme:  To be deter-

mined 

Upcoming events : 

W E ’R E  ON  THE  W EB—  

HTTP : / /

LEAVENWORTHMODELERSCLUB . ORG /  

A N D  F AC EB OOK !  

HTTPS : / / WWW . FACEBOOK . COM /

PRISON -C I TY -MODELERS - I PMS -

486355701564636 /  

Club Demo Schedule  
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B-17 in German markings— just because. 

NIMCON 6: 

 Here’s an update on the 2017 R5 Contest 
next May 20th:  We’ve been working on the contest 
since September and things are coming together 
quite nicely. Show flyers have been distributed at the 
2016 IPMS Nationals and in 5 more local shows in-
cluding the MMSI Convention. Fifty vendor tables are 
reserved with an option for more if needed. Reserva-
tion forms were sent last month to the vendors that 
have been to our shows before.  Do you have a list of 
R5 vendors that have attended other R5 shows? 

 The raffle is shaping up to be one people will 
remember with 82 quality kits so far.  We use 
a “Bucket System” where folks can place their tickets 
in containers for each of the model categories: 1/72 
and smaller aircraft; 1/48 and larger aircraft; armor 
1/35 and some 1/48; auto; ships; and sci-fi/space. 
This procedure offers them a better chance of win-
ning a model they want. 

 We’re still researching presentations at the 
show and the possibility of visiting a B-17 renovation 
in our area on the Friday night before the show. 


