
 

Hello Prison City Modelers!  I 
was unable to make last month's 
meeting and am sorry to say that 
I will miss this month's as well.  I 
have been able to spend some 
time on the bench with my Tu-
144--our club contest ends next 
month!!!  Time to finish up your 
"Cold War Bad Guy" for our 
"Communist Bloc Party!!" 
 Congratulations to club 
treasurer Ed Burgess who car-
ried the Prison City banner to 
Omaha earlier this month for our 
regional contest and represented 
very well.  They always put on a 
good show there--their next one 
will be something to see!! 
 Speaking of "their next 
one," the IPMS Nationals is less 
than 16 months out.  That 
sounds like a long time, but it will 
be here before you know it.  Start 
deciding what you want to build 
and enter--both as an individual, 
and, quite possibly, as a club.  
They have a "group build" cate-

gory that I 
think would 
be a ton of 
fun, but we 
have to de-
cide if we are 
going to do it, 
and what our 
subject will 
be.  Bring 
your ideas to 
the next 
meeting!! 
 
Thanks as 
always to Mark Gerges for putting 
together our newsletter.  It's ours--
yours--so put you thoughts, ideas, 
and projects on paper and submit 
them to Mark for the newsletter! 
 
See you at the meeting this 
Wednesday!  

Shane   

Shane  Curtis 

Nemzetvezető  

("leader of the club")  
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Club contest for 2016 

Time to party— or at least, to build the 

vehicles that the Commies had.  The 

club build for 2016 is the Communist 

block, 1946-1991.  Keep working on 

them— the contest ends next month! 
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Last meeting recap 

Imperial Star Destroyer 

(right) In February, Alex Gerges brought his Metal 

Earth Models Imperial TIE Fighter.  In March, Mark 

Gerges jumped on board the bandwagon, and built 

an Imperial Star Destroyer, made of photo-etched 

steel.  The photo unfortunately doesn't show how 

small these kits are, nor how beautiful in the sun-

light with the bare, polished silver surface.    

Timothy Moran honchoed the March meeting, and despite being scheduled during the spring break for local schools, 

was well attended.  We discussed the upcoming club contest which ends in May, and our own contest and sought 

out raffle prizes.  We heard a contest report from the KC Con held on 12 March, sponsored by the KC AMPS and 

IPMS/Great Plains. A number of our members volunteered to judge at the show.  Shirt orders are working, with 

Doug Hall, Curt Pangracs, and Paul Reeb needing shirts, and Gary Ruhnke ordering a hat— any other orders out 

there? We’ll go final after the April meeting.   

Russian Naval Infantry Senior NCO and Carthaginian Elephant Darryl 

Combs finished his sculpting of a Russian Naval Infantry Senior NCO from the late 1970s in 200mm and primed the 

finished bust.   Amazing detail, and the facial character is wonderful.  

His other project is the Carthaginian elephant and riders.  He completed the ele-

phant (he sculpted it) and is 

working on the rider (driver?  

Jockey?) which is primarily a 

brass rod skeleton and the first 

layers of putty at this stage  

The small image shows the wa-

ter color sketches he made to 

assist his sculpting of the three 

man crew figures.  The scale is 

70mm.   



 Donations for School of New Beginnings, Lansing, Kansas 

 Tim Fincham and Doug Hall are accepting donations for The School of New Beginnings Plastic Model Build-

ing Differentiated Education Program.  They accept kits you do not intend to build, old built models or “clunkers” 

that you have, parts of all kinds and supplies.  Please give to Doug Hall or Tim Fincham at the meetings.   

 New Beginnings works with students K – 12  with learning disorders, emotional challenges, and some have 

been trouble with the law.  Plastic modeling provides an opportunity to be creative and keep hands busy with a me-

dium that is new to many of them. 
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Last meeting recap : 

Request for Assistance  

Three figures by Gary Ruhnke 

(right) Gary Ruhnke brought in three figures he’s 

painted.  The nearest figure is a 1:35 German snip-

er from 1st Legion Miniatures that won a bronze 

medal at the KC Con.  

Far right is a 75mm 95th Foot, better known as 

95th Rifles from the Peninsula War by Mitchell Mili-

tary Miniatures. The bottom figure is a 54mm Eng-

lish longbow man at Agincourt  which took 1st 

place in the pre-1900 category at KC Con.  

 

He also explained his basing for the figures, created 

from banister knobs from a local hardware store 

that he stained and then placed on a rosette base 

to add vertical height.   

Ed Burgess’ Moon 

Bus 

(left) Ed Burgess brought his final 

version of his Mobius Moon Bus 

from the movie 2001 to show at 

the meeting. The scale is 1:50ish 

Ed reports. He has done well with 

this model at a range of shows. See 

the contest report later in this is-

sue.  
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Last meeting recap : SU-100 by Mark Gerges 

(left) Finally getting back into the plastic model building 

model, Mark brought a Dragon SU-100 kit, given to him by 

Sean Kirk.  He’s opened it, and was ready to start!  And 

that’s all he did last month— open the box.  A disappoint-

ing start, but a start nevertheless. Unable to find a PE set 

for the Dragon kit, he purchased an Eduard T-34/85 update 

set and plans on using only the hull fittings to improve this 

kit as well as an aftermarket metal barrel.   

 He is in a quandary with the Soviet infantry kit by 

Tamiya on the left— if he adds them, as their uniforms are 

clearly WWII era, then the SU-100 will not qualify for the 

Communist Bloc club build in May nor the special theme 

for our contest, since it would be prior to 1946.   

Soviet floatplane by JW 

Dirkse 

(right) JW brought his Soviet BE-6 seaplane.  

A VEB Plasticart kit from the 1980s, and he 

finished the model with B-29 nacelles that 

were flipped upside down, aluminum tubing 

for exhausts, and AN-12 decals.  He also add-

ed beaching gear.   

VEB Plasticart was an East German company 

that started in 1958.  The VEB stands for 

Volkseigener Betrieb, or “company owned by 

the people.” 

Darrell Combs raffle win 

(right) Darrell won a Quantrill guerilla from FER busts from a local 

show, and was daring enough to smuggle it into the great state of Kan-

sas.  The comments about bringing Beecher bibles to the next meeting 

got Darrell to leave quietly by a side exit.   
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What’s your go -to tools? 

The question we discussed at the March 
meeting was what are your go-to tools?  
Those tools you couldn’t live without, and the 
first one you reach for when you work on a 
model.  The tool didn’t have to be something 
fancy, and could even be home-made.  Here 
are some responses we received: 

JW Dirkse: My big three: Micro drill 
bits and pin vise;  cross-action tweezers; 
and a steel ruler 
 
Gary Ruhnke: Attached is a photo of 
several tools that can be had for low 
cost in the Ladies Cosmetics section of 
just about any drug store, etc. 
 The nail file is metal and is very fine 

for finishing work - almost never 
clogs. 

 The make-up brush is super soft and 
is excellent for dusting around deli-
cate parts and PE add-ons. 

 The slant nail clippers are great close 
trimming and cutting small parts off 
sprues. 

 
All are very cost effective but very handy. 
 
Also, I recently purchased some Raphael Ko-
linsky Sable brushes and found them to be as 
good for those special brush jobs as the 
Windsor and Newton Series 7 brushes. 
Slightly less expensive as well. You can get 
them from Jerry's Artarama online. 
 
Mark Gerges:  Of course,  the first item is 
the Optivisor with optical lope for close-up 
work; the other item is a pair of tweezers that 
come to a point, not a flat end— see photos.  
The point allows better control and more pre-
cise placement of tiny parts. 
  
  

Nice for general work, 

but can’t do much tiny 

work. 

Have to one set like this! 



What’s on your Workbench? 
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What’s your go -to tools, part two.  

Sean Kirk, our western member (Fort Riley) : Other than the normal 
(exacto knife, sprue cutters), for me it would have to be the pin vice.  
Works great for holding pinned items to be primed/painted. 
 
Ed Burgess: A punch and die set; a fiberglass scratch brush (some 
kinds have brass filaments instead of fiberglass) for smoothing awkward 
small spots.  Third is a variety of abrasives in a lot of grades.; miter box,  
wire cutters.  tile for cutting PE on.  Very small flashlight. Saws, both razor and regular.  A vari-
ety of clamps, especially the kind of tweezers that default to closed, whatever they are called; 
Dremel Rotary tool with many bits; Touch-n-Flow system.   
 
Curt Pangracs: (sent in from sunny Kuwait) Essential item(s): Paint booth with ventila-
tion, electronics tool set with various tweezers, sanding sticks. 

Matt Green sent along some photos of his latest project— Vauban style forts for 28mm wargaming.  
Each piece can take up to 5-12 hours to 3D print.  He reports that casting would probably be the 
way to go over time. . . he just has to teach himself that next. 



Using Mounting Putty 

When Dry Fitting Parts 
Most modelers I know like to com-

pete; to enter in local contests. And 

of course that means that all the 

seam work on the entered model 

must be close to flawless. I’ve learned 

over the years, that approach re-

quires a lot of dry fitting of the parts 

to make sure the fit is as good as you 

can get it before gluing those parts together. And a 

product that I use a great deal, to temporarily hold parts 

together, is the mounting putty that you find under vari-

ous brand names, usually found in the paint dept. of the 

hardware store. A brand I used was Blu-Tak, but I don’t 

find that brand at the store now days. The latest brand I 

used, see the photo below, is Loctite. And it works just 

fine.  

 You can use masking 

tape of course, but it can 

leave a sticky residue on the 

plastic, especially if the tape is 

on that area of the model for 

some time. The blue putty 

doesn’t leave any residue be-

hind. So that when you wash 

the model in soap and wa-

ter before painting it, the 

job is easier. The photos 

show that the pack comes 

with a number of ribbons 

of mounting putty and you 

can pinch off an amount 

that you need to put in the 

seam of two matting parts. 

The photo of the Russian 1:35th scale GAZ 67B 

Field Car shows where I attached temporarily, 

the hood (or bonnet) of the vehicle on to the 

front of the car. For the sake of showing up in 

the photo, actually I applied more of the putty 

than you need. With that hood part in place it 

helps me to determine just what size the added 
engine, from another kit — that will be modi-

fied a great deal — needs to be so that all of its 

added pieces will still fit in the engine compart-

ment so that the hood is able to close. 

 So if you have not tried this kind of 

mounting putty for the dry fitting process, why 

not give it a try. It doesn’t wear out. I’ve been 

using the same blob of Blu-Tak for over 10 

years now. And it still does the job quite nicely. 
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What’s on your Workbench? 

 

What WILL be on your workbench?  The 2017 IPMS Nationals in Omaha are less than 16 months away, so 

it is time to start assembling the various aftermarket parts for your kit and begin your epic build.   

 

So what are the characteristics that will set a model  for Nationals apart?  I’d like to start a discussion at our 

meetings over the next few months about what draws your eyes to particular subjects on the table.  Is it an 

incredible finish? Unique subject that you haven’t seen before?  Maybe a basing that draws attention to the 

model as you scan the table. 

 

The basic model building skills are a given— nothing will win if the seam is viable, or the paint smudged 

with a fingerprint.  But what is the “it” factor that draws you to linger over a model? 
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Contest results 

Ed Burgess attended the IPMS/USA Region 5 Contest on 2 April, hosted by Fort Crook IPMS.  

Here’s Ed’s report:  The contest was held in the Strategic Airpower Museum in Ashland, NE.  Exciting museum 

to visit, but the lighting is poor.  Adequate for viewing a B-58, but insufficient for examine the models closely.  Nev-

ertheless, a successful if rather small show.  Some good vendors, and a satisfactory number of entrants.  I was the 

only Leavenworth member there. 

 I did better than I had expected.  Third place for my JGSDF MP truck.  Another third for the Soviet Aero-

san.  First place in armored cars for my Saladin in Jordanian colors (eye-damaging yellow paint).  First in fantasy for 

my Industria Mechanika flying ship combo, which I redid somewhat, showing under the title "Servicing the Aerial 

Buoy."  Then, Best of Show in Space-SciFi.   Very pleased with the responses to that large and fragile entry.  The 

original category had been split by the judges into Star Trek vs. everything else.  Large category to begin with--

probably two dozen or so in toto. 

 Since this was a regional, that drops three of my models out of the contest circuit.  Darn, may be forced to 

build some more. 

 Judging was a little different, in that they do not follow the "no sweeps" rule that we use.  In several cases 

one contestant got two of the three awards in a category.   

 I drove up with Steve Oakson, who I met at the Great Plains club.  Steve took home a third place for a single

-engine plane. 

 I had planned on taking up the diminutive BA-64, but some last-minute problems kept that on the work-

bench.  Should have it done by our next meeting.    

Due to our normal meeting week being the week of graduation in the Leavenworth-

Lansing area, there is a move afoot to move our May meeting to the last Wednesday 

of May, 25 May.  Let’s discuss the pros and cons at our April meeting.  

May meeting date? 



 

Need a club 

polo shirt or 

hat?  contact 

the secretary 

to order.  

 

Want to 

carpool to 

one of these shows?  Bring it 

up at the meeting, or send a 

group message.   

 

Have any ideas for new fea-

tures, or have something to 

contribute? Send it to me.: 

mgerges@kc.rr.com 

 

 

Please volunteer for a demo.  We 

particularly in need of canopy 

masking and metallic finishes on 

aircraft.  

20 April:  none 

18 May: Rick Brownlee, Aves Clay-

Shay uses 

The rest of the year— open! 

Meetings:  

third Wednesday of the month 

at the Leavenworth Public Library 

417 Spruce Street, Leavenworth 

IPMS Prison City Modelers 

23 April 2016: FLEACON 12. Monticello Berndes Center, 766 North Main Street, Monticello, 

Iowa 52310.  www.lippischmodelclub.org, IPMS Cedar Rapids Dr Alexander Lippisch. 

 

11-12 June 2016: Heartland Model Car Nationals.  Overland Park Convention Center 

6000 College Blvd, Overland Park.  KC Slammers, Vern Lyon,   913-522-9170.  

 

25 June 2016: MOSS CON 2016. in the West Wing of the White House Theatre, 2255 Gret-

na Road, Branson, MO 65616.  IPMS/MOSS, Nate Jones,  417-230-6220. Themes: 75th 

Anniversary of Pearl Harbor, and Studebaker 50 years later.  

 

27 August 2016: Model Fest 2016.  Liberty Christian Fellowship, 1815 W. Liberty Dr, Liberty, 

MO. West Central Missouri IPMS, Justin Carlson,  816-256-1310.  

 

 17 September 2016: 9th Annual LEAVENWORTH MODEL SHOW, http://

leavenworthmodelersclub.org/contest/ 109 Delaware Street, Leavenworth, KS.  Mark 

Gerges, mgerges@kc.rr.com. (913) 680-0066.  Special theme:  Communist Bloc, 1946-

1991 

Upcoming events : 

W E ’ RE  ON  T HE  WEB—  

HTTP : / /

LEAVENWORTHMODELERSCLUB . ORG /  

A N D  F A CE BOOK !  

HTTPS : / / WWW . FACEBOOK . COM /

P RISON -C ITY-M ODELERS- I PMS-

486355701564636 /  

Club Demo Schedule  
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Buy: 

1/48 PE interior and exterior PE sets 48382 48383 for the Revell/Monogram P-61A/B Black Widow  

1/48 PE sets for the Accurate Miniatures TBM-1C Avenger. 48467 flaps, 48187 accessories 

 

Sell or Trade: 

1/72 PE Set Eduard SS300, F-105D for Trumpeter kit 

1/72 DML He 219A-0 kit #5005 with PE Set Eduard 73286, for Dragon kit 

1/48 AeroMaster 48-157C Decals for Arado 234 Blitz Bombers  Part I (Free) 

1/48 Hobbycraft WED 505 Decals Defense of the Reich fuselage bands for Bf-109 (Free) 

1/48 Steel Beach SBA48091 F-4 Arresting Hook for Hasegawa kit. (Free) 

1/32 Superscale 32-120 WWII Luftwaffe Insignia and Swastikas (Free) 
 

Interested in any of the above?  Contact JW Dirkse 

 

Wanted: 1/24 scale Gemini capsule by Revell-Germany. Reis-

sued in 2012 from the 1965 original molds— either version 

would work. Please contact Mark Gerges if you have one for 

sale. 
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Shameless advertising page  

Buy, Sell, or Trade 

Ed Burgess sent along this link to the Dremel 3D idea builder, a 3D 

printer.  Available at Lowe’s,  Home Depot, and Best Buy, as well 

as Amazon, I’m sure it will be one of Ed’s first purchases once he 

retires this summer and starts his aftermarket supply store on Etsy 

for Sci Fi and Steam-Punk parts and accessories.  Good luck ED!  

Though, I couldn’t find a price anywhere on the website, which 

may be a bad sign.  But 

hey, Ed will soon be a 

retired guy, with lots of 

disposable income.  


