
 

Hello everyone!!  I hope your Spring is 
going well, and your "Communist Bloc 
Party" entry for the club contest is well 
underway.  Only two more months be-
fore we bring them in--it will be here 
before you know it!! 
 Great contest last weekend by 
IPMS Great Plains and KC AMPS down 
in Kansas City.  They had a great turn-
out, with over 300 models on the ta-
bles.  Great vendors and great 
raffles.  We had several members go 
down and enter (and help judge!)  Paul 
Curtis earned a Gold medal for his Tiger 
I tank.  Garrett Matcheck earned a Gold 
medal and Best Junior model for his 
Panzer IV.  Ed Burgess earned a Bronze 
medal for his Aerosan and a second 
place in dioramas for his West Texas 
scene.  Brent Sauer earned a Gold med-
al, Best Wheeled Armored Vehicle, and 
Best Armor in Show for his Gamma 
Goat.  Gary Runkhe earned a second 
place for his China Clipper, and a first 
place in figures for his English Long-
bowman.   And JW Dirkse earned a sec-
ond place award for his La-7 and third 
place awards for his Be-6 and his Ki-84 

(the Frank from 
last year's club 
build!)  As you 
can see, Prison 
City Model Club 
was very well 
represented! 
 Many 
more contests 
coming 
up.  Even if you 
don't have 
something to 
enter, you will 
have a great 
time there just looking at the fantastic 
work on display, talking to folks from 
other clubs, and checking out the ven-
dors.  Check out the "Upcoming Events" 
section later in the newsletter. 
 We have several demos on the 
schedule for the upcoming 
months.  Don't miss them!!  And if you 
have a skill that you'd like to share with 
the club, please volunteer to lead a 
demo on it--helping others become 
better modelers is an important part of 
the hobby. 

 
See you at the meeting this Wednes-
day!  

Shane   

Shane  Curtis 
“the all-powerful warrior who, 

because of his endurance and will 

to win, will go from contest to 
contest leaving fire in his wake.“  
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Club contest for 2016 

Time to party— or at least, to build the 

vehicles that the Commies had.  The 

club build for 2016 is the Communist 

block, 1946-1991.  Keep working on 

them— the contest ends in May 
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Tupolev Tu-95 

(right) Getting into our Communist Bloc theme 

for the year, Doug Hall brought his TU-95 Bear to 

show off, a Soviet service cap and Cyrillic sign.   

He pointed out that this was not just a Cold War 

relic, but that Russian Bears have started maritime 

patrols again in the Atlantic. 

Last meeting recap 

SA-8 Gecko 

(left) Ed Burgess had just the response to the Tu-

95— a SA-8 Gecko Air Defense Artillery vehicle.  

The missile racks still need to be attached, and  he is 

building it  parade ready, and needs to add the white 

strips.  

TIE fighter 

(right) Alex Gerges  built Metal Earth Models Impe-

rial TIE Fighter.  These photo etched kits are availa-

ble in a variety of subjects, but Alex warns that 

they are not for the faint of heart— the tiny tabs 

that you need to bend to keep the parts in place 

takes a steady hand and good eyes.  And even then 

you may need some super glue! 



 Donations for School of New Beginnings, Lansing, Kansas 

 Tim Fincham and Doug Hall are accepting donations for The School of New Beginnings Plastic Model Build-

ing Differentiated Education Program.  They accept kits you do not intend to build, old built models or “clunkers” 

that you have, parts of all kinds and supplies.  Please give to Doug Hall or Tim Fincham at the meetings.   

 New Beginnings works with students K – 12  with learning disorders, emotional challenges, and some have 

been trouble with the law.  Plastic modeling provides an opportunity to be creative and keep hands busy with a me-

dium that is new to many of them. 
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Last meeting recap : 

Request for Assistance  

Russian Naval Infantry Senior 

NCO (left) Darryl  Combs continued his 

sculpting of  a Russian Naval Infantry Senior 

NCO in  the 1977 time frame.  

 The small photo is the original bust he 

brought to show back in January— he’s made a 

lot of progress, and you’d never believe it was the same 

figure.  

KJ-1 AEWC and kitbashed SR-71s 

(left and above) Ron Denning continues with his interesting choic-

es of subjects.  The KJ-1 AEWC is one of the two AWACs planes 

the Chinese operated to monitor US atomic tests in the Pacific.  

Based on the Soviet Tu-4 aircraft, which of course was a copy of 

the B-29 that crash landed in Manchuria.   

His other model was a bit more unusual, a “Zwilling” SR-71.  



 

  

- 
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Last meeting recap : EC-135c and RC-135V 

(left ) Larry and Joseph Hrenchir continue with making major 

modifications to the same airframe to show two different 

variants.  These are the EC-135c (Joseph) and RC-135V 

(Larry). Both are AMT 1:72 scale kits.  The Boeing EC-135 

(bottom photo) is a modified C-135 Stratolifter to be a air-

borne command post during the Cold War.  Part of Opera-

tion LOOKING GLASS, a EC-135C was airborne 24 hours a 

day for over 29 years. All aircraft have either been repur-

posed or retired. The Boeing RC-135v (top photo) is a mod-

ified Stratolifter that is used for signals intelligence, and is 

currently only operated out of Offutt AFB.   

MIG-15 Bis and British Infantry 

(left and above) Brooks Lyles has been working on his Com-

munist Bloc themed build, this one a MIG-15 that will be in Cuban markings.  See elsewhere in this issue 

for photos of his cockpit tub.   The British infantry are in progress for the Churchill tank he brought in 

last month.   



 
Page 5 March 2016 

Last meeting recap– continued 

P-47G-15-CU 

(left ) Ron Denning had a couple of 

things on the table this meeting.  The 

iconic Republic P-47 was built by a num-

ber of vendors during the war, and CU represents a Curtis 

Aircraft Industries plane as did the G, built at the Buffalo, NY 

plant.  The P-47G-15 was essentially just a Curtis built P-47D

-10, as the two were nearly identical.  Two were modified to 

two seated trainers by removing part of the fuel tank and 

moving the cockpit forward of the leading edge of the wing.  

These were known as TP-47G.  Due to production prob-

lems by Curtis, only 354 aircraft (as compared to 12,606 P-

47D) and all remained state-side in training duties. 
Sopwith Camel 

(right ) Larry Todd brought his incredible 

Model Airways 1:16 scale Sopwith Camel 

kit.  Replacing most of the cast metal 

parts with correctly scaled scratch-built 

items, Larry reported that he had over 

500 hours so far on this kit.  The moving 

elevators and other control surfaces with 

wires is impressive.  

C-130, RAAF 

(left ) Doug Hall also bought a 1:72 C-130 in unusual liv-

ery— the Royal Australian Air Force  camouflage and mark-

ings.   
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What’s on your Workbench?  

From Ed Burgess: 

I finished last month's subject, the Moon Bus, at the 

last minute, in time for the Great Plains club's contest. 

It took a while because I kept thinking of doodads to 

add.  Plus, you may remember that I congratulated 

Moebius and Aurora on engineering a kit that fits to-

gether well. 

 I hereby retract that statement.  The damned 

thing does mostly kind of fit, if you can get past the 

warpiage and the fact that there is no possible way to 

clamp any two pieces together.  Everything is angles 

and flexible bits.  I managed to get the larger pieces to 

stick by using all ten fingers as clamps, to the point of 

severe cramping.  In the kit's favor, some of the long-

er and more troublesome joins are masked by strips 

that get added late, and cover the seams.   

 I did add two fuel tanks on the roof and two 

hydraulic jacks to the bow.  Both are made out of 

Plastruct tubing and some bits from the spares 

box.  I'm still cannibalizing a half-built M-48 that I got 

from someone's stash--tanks have a lot of useful bits!   

 Another problem happened when closing the 

hull up.  The roof part has two sets of window 

frames, which you glue into large holes in the super-

structure.  This has the effect of making the interior 

decor invisible.  At least until they come loose AFTER 

you have glued the body together.  Arghhh.  So that 

required some repair work. 

 The blue and red paint scheme looks OK, 

maybe a bit garish.  I slopped a black wash over it to 

simulate moon dust, also to accentuate some of the 

soft detail.  Meh.  Probably would have done better 

with a lighter and less primary livery.  Clear parts 

stuck in with Testers Clear Parts cement. 

 Figures are so bad I left 

them off, but did put one unpaint-

ed man on the base for 

scale.  The base is actually a carri-

er deck section, no idea from 

whence.  In the vain hope of en-

gendering a little undeserved buzz I put a pair of "For 

Sale" signs on the thing.  Not a contest winner, by any 

means, but the point is to have fun doing the build, and 

I suppose I did. 

 



Some time back I was working on 
a model project and I got to a 
place in the painting stage that re-
quired a technique or procedure 
that I hadn’t any experience with in 
the past. But I charged ahead and 
of course messed up the entire 
thing. After making that project a 
permanent “shelf queen” it 

dawned on me that I should have tried that proce-
dure on a practice piece of sheet styrene and paint-
ed areas of it a number of times until I learned the 
lesson. 

 I am guessing that perhaps some 
of you have had this experience. It seems 
in our hurry to finish a project we rush 
boldly ahead when we should have more 
patience and think each step through. Be-
low is a case in point. The model is a 
Blunderbuss that I needed to paint wood 
grain on the wooden part of the stock. I 
hadn’t done that before — wood grain one 
to one scale. So I took a piece of styrene 
tubing and practiced on that.  

 Later I was working on the Alien 
Creature from the film War of 
the Worlds, the 2005 version. 
And I practiced on several 
pieces of white sheet styrene 
to come up with a spotted col-
or scheme that I was pleased 
with. See the photos above 
right. Perhaps this suggestion 
might be useful. 
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What’s on your Workbench? 

From last month: Brooks Lyles sent along some photos of a cockpit and control panel he was working 

on.  MIG-15 Contest Kit cockpit. Lots of little fiddly PE parts. The Ra-
zor Blade gives you a sense of scale. Nice kit, well engineered, excel-
lent fit. 
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Demo of the month 

 Improving seam lines and details on 

figures:  
 

Larry Todd provided the February demo on how he removes 

seam lines and uses undercuts to improve the detail on figures.  

He brought in a number of tool for seam scraping, including 

some that he made himself from old knife blades.   

 He biggest tip was to undercut details that 

have been molded onto the figure to improve the re-

lief of the detail, making painting easier.   



 

Need a club 

polo shirt 

or hat?  

contact the 

secretary to 

order.  

 

Want to carpool to one of 

these shows?  Bring it up at 

the meeting, or send a group 

message.   

 

Have any ideas for new fea-

tures, or have something to 

contribute? Send it to me.: 

mgerges@kc.rr.com 

 

 

 

Please volunteer for a demo.  We 

particularly in need of canopy 

masking and metallic finishes on 

aircraft.  

20 April: volunteer needed 

18 May: Rick Brownlee, Aves Clay-

Shay uses 

The rest of the year— open! 

Meetings:  

third Wednesday of the month 

at the Leavenworth Public Library 

417 Spruce Street, Leavenworth 

IPMS Prison City Modelers 

2 April 2016: OMAHCON 2016.  Strategic Air and Space Museum, 28210 W Park Hwy, Ash-

land, NE.  http://fortcrookipms.com/ IPMS Ft. Crook, Scott Hackney   402-861-1999.  

 

23 April 2016: FLEACON 12. Monticello Berndes Center, 766 North Main Street, Monticello, 

Iowa 52310.  www.lippischmodelclub.org, IPMS Cedar Rapids Dr Alexander Lippisch. 

 

11-12 June 2016: Heartland Model Car Nationals.  Overland Park Convention Center 

6000 College Blvd, Overland Park.  KC Slammers, Vern Lyon,   913-522-9170.  

 

27 August 2016: Model Fest 2016.  Liberty Christian Fellowship, 1815 W. Liberty Dr, Liberty, 

MO. West Central Missouri IPMS, Justin Carlson,  816-256-1310.  

 

 17 September 2016: 9th Annual LEAVENWORTH MODEL SHOW, http://

leavenworthmodelersclub.org/contest/ 109 Delaware Street, Leavenworth, KS.  Mark 

Gerges, mgerges@kc.rr.com. (913) 680-0066.  Special theme:  to be determined 

Upcoming events : 

W E ’ RE  ON  T HE  WEB—  

HTTP : / /

LEAVENWORTHMODELERSCLUB . ORG /  

A N D  F A CE BOOK !  

HTTPS : / / WWW . FACEBOOK . COM /

P RISON -C ITY-M ODELERS- I PMS-

486355701564636 /  

Club Demo Schedule  

Page 9 March 2016 

Is it just me, or does it look like these Libyan rebels put a BMP-1 

turret on a pick-up truck, supported by a 2x4 wooden frame? 

mailto:mgerges@kc.rr.com
http://fortcrookipms.com/
mailto:scott.hackney@cox.net
http://www.lippischmodelclub.org
mailto:vernlyon04@gmail.com
mailto:redgriffins38@yahoo.com
http://leavenworthmodelersclub.org/contest/
http://leavenworthmodelersclub.org/contest/
mailto:mgerges@kc.rr.com
http://leavenworthmodelersclub.org/
http://leavenworthmodelersclub.org/
https://www.facebook.com/Prison-City-Modelers-IPMS-486355701564636/
https://www.facebook.com/Prison-City-Modelers-IPMS-486355701564636/
https://www.facebook.com/Prison-City-Modelers-IPMS-486355701564636/


 

Thoughts taken out of context: 

“Man, am I ever going to 

update these quotes?”  

 

 

Frustrated editor, still waiting for Ed to 

say something quotable.     
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Shameless advertising page  

Line O Tape—http://hobbymasters.com/line-o-tape-pinstriping-

tapes/ 

Ed Burgess sent along information on the Line O Tape products.  They are 

various thickness and colors of pin stripping tape, from 1/64” to 1/8”.  Includ-

ed in the line are some unusual products, including yellow “Do Not Cross” 

police tape and black and white warning tape, and yellow-black warning tape.  

The latter would be useful in making a 1980s NATO vehicle for convoy 

markings on the rear of the vehicle. 

Things that drive modelers nuts 

WWI Savoia-Pamillio SP.2  

A 1:72 scale  WWI Savoia-Pamillio SP.2 being hand painted with oil paint.  Twelve hours of work so far!  From the 

Facebook page WWI Modelers United.    

The Savoia-Pamillio SP.2 was an Italian reconnaissance and bomber. Approximately 300 were built during WWI.  

From the don’t waste your money on this 

department:  
(left) Ed Burgess brought the  Master Tools Handrail Jig so you don’t have 

to.  The set comes with six pieces, with a MSRP of $11.00 and varies 

from .3 mm to .4 mm.  While the concept is good, the fine type of wire 

you must use means that it gets caught in the slots, and then you destroy 

the bends when prying them out.  He recommends using a pair of pliers.  

http://hobbymasters.com/line-o-tape-pinstriping-tapes/
http://hobbymasters.com/line-o-tape-pinstriping-tapes/

