
 

Shane Curtis 

Shane, Benevolent Overlord 

Hello everyone!!  I hope 
your summer is shaping 
up to be as great as it can. 
I am sorry that I will miss 
this month's meeting (I'll 
be back east visiting 
family.)  I know the 
meeting will be in capable 
hands. 
 
Had a great meeting last 
month.  We closed out 
the club diorama contest, 
with Tim Fincham's jeep 
taking first place.  Mark's 
tank diorama was second, 
and Joseph Hrencher took 
third.  Congratulations to 
everyone who entered--
there were some really 
nice models! 
 
We will do another club 
contest sometime after 
our big contest in Septem-
ber. 

Try to think of a good idea 
for a theme!! 
 
This month will mark the 
end of the club build of 
Tamiya's Ki-84 Frank.  I have 
really enjoyed building 
these as a club.  It has been 
great to see so many differ-
ent ideas and approaches to 
building what has turned 
out to be a pretty good kit.  
Thanks to everyone who 
participated. 
 
A big, public "Thanks!" to 
Mark Gerges, who contin-
ues to put together a top-
notch newsletter for us all.  
If you have something to 
share with the group, write 
it up and send it to Mark! 
 
Happy modeling! 
 

 

Scuttlebutt from the president : 

IPMS Prison City Modelers 

July 2015 

The Roll Call 

Club Officers, 2015 

Shane Curtis, President 

jsc9123@yahoo.com 

 

Timothy Moran, Vice President 

tmmoran@yahoo.com 

 

Ed Burgess, Treasurer 

edwinthink@gmail.com 

 

Mark Gerges, Secretary 

Newsletter editor, and webpage 

mgerges@kc.rr.com 

 

Inside this issue: 

Tip of the month: 

Doug Hall shared a tip for keeping super glue caps clean.  When you finish a 

bottle of super glue, don’t throw away the nozzle.  Instead, throw it into a con-

tainer containing acetone (make sure it is a glass container!).  Then when your 

cap clogs on your next bottle, take it off and throw it into the acetone, and fish 

out the old, but now clean, cap!  No more clogged caps, and you will always 

have a clean one waiting to use.   Thanks Doug! 

Last Meeting Recap 2-3 

Jayhawk Journal 

(NEW Column!) 

4-5 

What the Heck? 6 

Workbench update 6 

What’s on the web  7 

Club build 7 

Coming contests 8 

Club info 8 

2016 contest flyer 9 

Shane providing leadership at the 

June meeting 
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Secretary’S report: The 

June 17th meeting was busy, 

with discussions on the Septem-

ber contest, show-what-ya’ 

brung, and of course the finals of 

the club contest for 2016. 

 For the contest, we dis-

cussed and approved the ad go-

ing into the IPMS Journal, dis-

cussed the trophies, discussed 

use of acrylic awards for all jun-

iors in addition to the plaques, 

and having a raffle for out of club 

judges with the chance to win a 

gift certificate for helping us 

judge.   

 For the continuing club 

build, we were on the second to 

last step— painting and adding 

the decals.  Next month we add 

all the fiddly bits and finish the 

build.  Four people brought their 

Franks, and it was interesting to 

see how different they’ve be-

come.  Shane, timothy, Doug, 

Mark 

 For show-what-ya’ brung, 

Tim Fin-

cham had 

a trench 

diorama, 

and Doug 

Hall a 

Gloster 

Gladiator 

biplane.   

  

Last meeting recap : 

June 

23 June: Ed “Tiny” Zeidler 

July 

5 July: John Pilloni 

13 July: Joseph Hrenchir 

22 July: Andy Hall 

Birthdays for June-July  

Top and middle left: Ed Burgess’s models: ar-

mored car, RSO with photo etched crane 

added, and the road grader. 

Middle right:  Tim Fincham’s WWI trench 

diorama. 

Bottom left and far left: Rick Brownlee’s 1:1 

scale Blunderbuss, and figure in various 

stages of painting.  
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The 2015 club contest was to 

use some water damaged 

plaques left over from making 

contest trophies.  Tim Fincham 

won with his WWII jeep (in Pat-

ton’s Third Army— the driver is 

wearing his necktie!) ; Mark 

Gerges second for his nearly 

completed WWI trench diorama, 

and third to Joseph Hrenchir for 

his Kate taking off from the IJN 

Kaga.  Also on the table were 

Brooks Lyle’s Point de Hoc, Ron 

Denning’s Moon Pie Astronaut; 

in a diorama sure to tick off any 

Air Force pilot, Shane Curtis’s 

MQ-9 Reaper in Thunderbird 

colors, Larry Hrenchir’s MD-80 

landing in CAT-3 conditions, and 

Doug Hall’s Gloster Gladiator 

biplane.   

 

 

Last meeting recap , Club contest 



Color Harmony 

and Composition 

in Model Building 

I realize that the sub-

ject of this article is 

somewhat unusual. 

Most modeling articles deal with 

the construction of a model and 

the use of aftermarket parts. 

Making decisions about what col-

ors to choose and thinking about 

how well those color combina-

tions go together is an important 

aspect of model building, in my 

view.  Unlike a lot of hobbyists, 

my background includes an edu-

cation in the Graphic Arts, so I 

was a working artist before be-

coming a model builder. So my 

point of view is a lot different 

than some model builders. Now, 

what I say here is just an opinion, 

you understand.  I see this topic 

more as a matter of my own per-

sonal taste. So it isn’t that my 

point of view is right or a different 

approach is wrong. But I hope you 

find something here that can be 

useful, as we all strive to improve 

our skills in this wonderful and mul-

ti-faceted hobby.  

 I feel that many modelers 

do not think that model building is 

a form of art. But to me it is, so the 

principals of Art certainly apply.  I 

feel that what we are trying to cre-

ate with a model incorporates 

those principles.  A modeler is at-

tempting to create “the illusion of 

reality” in miniature, just as the art-

ist painting on canvas is also trying 

to capture this illusion, but on a flat 

two-dimensional surface.  

Some comments on the use of col-

or: I see the awareness of colors, as 

to how they interact or relate to 

one another, as important.  I feel 

the proper colors used together, 

can improve a presentation and 

create a balance and a harmony.  

 I believe that strong com-

position is essential to canvas paint-

ing, and also just as important in 

model building. A good sense of 

color harmony as well as strong 

composition in modeling can 

be learned.  And yes, it does 

require time put into the ef-

fort. We learn by doing and 

by having the courage to risk 

failure — to try something 

new.  We learn just as much 

from mistakes as from suc-

cesses. 

 When colors are 

combined in an artistic way, 

they definitely help to create 

atmosphere and dramatic ten-

sion in the presentation. I 

think this point, applied to an 

aircraft model, a diorama, or 

even the lone figure on a 

base, still applies. Sound 

knowledge of color is a major 

part of good composition. The use of 

certain colors in a presentation can 

help draw the viewer’s eye where you 

want them to look.  

 The use of a bright yellow, for 

example — in a scene that is basically a 

range of earth tones, greens and 

browns — will definitely draw the 

viewer’s eye to the object rendered in 

yellow. Most all of us are familiar with 

the Ejection Seat handle, or hand-hold 

on Jet Fighter aircraft. As most of us 

know, it is striped Black and Yellow; 

and the two colors together just jump 

out at you. 

 Please notice the photos of my 

Frankenstein figure vignette, walking 

through a Gothic graveyard, as a case 

in point. I post these here as an exam-

ple of Color Harmony and Composi-

tion. I realize most of you are not fig-

ure modelers. But I feel that painting 
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“I need me one the them 3-D 

printers.  . . ” 
 

 

 
 

An anonymous club member 

reflecting on how good a 3D 

printer would be for his 

steam-punk modeling.  

Thoughts taken out of context: 

Have any ideas for new features, or have some-

thing to contribute? Send it to me.: 

mgerges@kc.rr.com 

 

A regular columnist would be a wonderful! 

lessons learned with figure modeling will 

benefit a modeler in say aircraft, armor, 

or any other genré of model building. As 

a life time aircraft modeler, when I start-

ed figure modeling I had no idea that 

what I learned from painting figures 

would help me when I returned to my 

original modeling subject matter! For me, 

what a revelation.  

In these photos, you can see the main 

colors and shades are the earth tones. I 

painted Franky’s bargain basement sport 

coat a dark slate blue-gray, and his ill fit-

ting britches a chocolate brown. And so 

it was those two colors that I kept men-

tally in focus when selecting what color 

combinations to paint the rest of the 

composition. Using Aves Clay Shay 

(terrain cover), I tried to fashion mason-

ry pieces, and the Gothic “archway in 

ruin”, that would add eye appeal to the 

scene. But I didn’t want those objects to 

be so large in size as to take the viewer’s 

eye away from Franky, the main charac-

ter, the star of the show! The ivy leaves 

and the few clumps of grass in 

the terrain, were painted in har-

mony with Frank’s light green T-

shirt. Also considering  the Goth-

ic ruin, each piece of masonry in 

the wall, has been painted with 

shades of the same browns and 

blues from Frankenstein’s cloth-

ing. I even tried to pick a neutral 

soft shade of blue-gray, like 

Frank’s sport coat, to paint the 

wood oval base. 

So there you have it. I hope you’ll 

give a thought to the above in 

your next project. This hobby has 

so many possibilities, and there is 

so, so much to learn!  

Rick 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jayhawk journal, part 2  
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So now that the club build for the 
year is coming to an end, what did 
you learn?  The intent was to do a 
kit step by step, sharing your frus-
trations and solutions, whether it 
was built straight from the box or 
with a ton of after-market improve-
ments.   
 So how was it?  Did it help 
people improve their skills?  Do we 
want to do it again next year, and if 
so, what kind of kit should we do?  

Club build 

feedback  

mailto:mgerges@kc.rr.com
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the “What the heck?” department  

Uschi is a company based in Augsburg, Germany, specializing in wood grain decals and other accessories and now 

branching out into full kits such as the Horten H0-229 in1/32. Their products are beautiful, and get good reviews. 

 Sometimes, it isn’t easy being a historian, and with the recent hub-bub about the use of the Confederate flag, 

I’d be interested to here people’s opinions on this company.  Below is there logo from their website.  Notice the 

nice, clean-cut German girl, obviously happy that her father has purchased a product from Uschi.  But she seems 

familiar, almost like I’ve seen her somewhere before?  

 Maybe a quick search of the internet will help here . . .  well, look what I found!  

Uschi, for those of you who don’t read German, is the poster child for the Hitler 

Youth, or more specifically the Bund Deutscher Mädel or BDM, the girl’s branch of the 

Hitler Youth.  The top reads “Youth serves the Leader” and the bottom reads “ All ten 

year olds in the Hitler Youth [HJ– Hitler Jugend].” 

 I don’t know, something just bothers me about using a Hitler Youth child as 

your company logo.  I think I'll spend my money elsewhere— your thoughts? 

 

 

From Rick Brownlee:  

Well, here we are on what we Yanks 

call Independence Day, July the 

Fourth. I wish each of you a safe and 

happy day, and memory filled week-

end. This afternoon, I finished work 

on the Lindberg 1 to 1 scale Blunder-

buss model from their Caribbean 

Pirate series. It was a lot of fun and 

I'm eager to get to the next one in 

the Lindberg series. But first, I will 

get back to the vignette from the 

War of the Worlds, (as in the Tom 

Cruise, 

Stephen 

Speilberg 

movie, War of the Worlds from the 

year 2005) doing the base and the 

very creepy Alien figure. It has lots 

of challenges but should be very 

educational regarding my growth as 

a model builder/artist in this incred-

ible, diverse hobby!! 

 

 

What’S on your Workbench?  



 

Club build corner: 
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World War I modeling: Anyone 

who has looked at a model maga-

zine or webpage in the last few 

years, has seen the absolute ex-

plosion of World War I models 

that have hit the market.  Various 

biplanes have been out there for 

a while, and newer companies 

like Wingnut Wings have done 

incredible work with 1/32 scale 

aircraft. 

 However, armor model-

ers haven’t had much to build 

other than the 1980s Emhar ver-

sions of British armor, and the 

terrible Tauro model 

of the A7V.  Not 

very accurate, they suffered from poor 

engineering 

and terrible 

fit issues.  

But the cen-

tennial of 

the Great 

War has 

changed all 

that. In the 

last two 

years, there has been an upsurge with 

established companies such as Tami-

ya bringing out new versions of the 

venerable Mark IV, and newer compa-

nies such as Takom, ResiCast,  and 

Wasting time on the web  Hobby Boss getting into the field, 

not only with tanks, but artillery, 

crews, and accessories.  There are 

too many  items now available to 

do more than touch on them here, 

so what follows is a couple of links 

just to give you a taste of what’s out 

there.   

British 9.2 inch howitzer: click here 

Artillery accessories: click here  

A7V tank crew: click here  

Schneider CA-1: click here 

 
 
 

the relief on the wings.  Still, all-in-all, 
they went on okay. 
 
This month's step is to finish the model--
adding the bits that still need to be added 
(landing gear, wing stores, etc.) and 
weathering the model.  This will mark the 
end of our club build.  I hope you have 
had a good time building and learning 
along with the rest of the club.  I think we 
should do it again soon! 

Last month, the club build step was to 
apply decals to the Ki-84.  I think many 
of us ran into the same trouble--
getting those thick decals to snuggle 
down to the nice detail (both raised 
and engraved!) on the model.  I use 
Micro Set on my decals and then Micro 
Sol (the stuff with the blue and red 
labels.)  I have gotten some decals to 
lay down on 
some pretty 
complex surfac-
es, but those 
products have-
n't been much 
of a match for 
these decals, 
especially over 

A quartet of Franks: From l. Joseph Hrenchir, Mark Gerges, Shane Curtis, and Doug Hall. 

http://www.armorama.com/modules.php?op=modload&name=Reviews&file=index&req=showcontent&id=11406&utm_source=Armorama+News&utm_campaign=28555cacbb-RSS_EMAIL_CAMPAIGN&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_340b75aa74-28555cacbb-295720357
http://www.armorama.com/modules.php?op=modload&name=Reviews&file=index&req=showcontent&id=11410&utm_source=Armorama+News&utm_campaign=28555cacbb-RSS_EMAIL_CAMPAIGN&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_340b75aa74-28555cacbb-295720357
http://www.armorama.com/modules.php?op=modload&name=News&file=article&sid=19843&mode=thread&order=0
http://www.armorama.com/modules.php?op=modload&name=News&file=article&sid=19718&mode=thread&order=0


Need 

a club 

polo shirt or hat?  contact 

the secretary to order.  

 

Want to carpool to one of 

these shows?  Bring it up at 

the meeting, or send a group 

message.   

 

What do you think of the 

updated newsletter format?  

Have any ideas for new 

features, or have something 

to contribute? Send it to 

me.: 

mgerges@kc.rr.com 

 

Please volunteer for a demo.  We 

particularly in need of canopy 

masking and metallic finishes on 

aircraft.  

15 July:  Club build finale  

19 August:: barbed wire making demo 

16 September: Judging Clinic 

19 Sept: Annual Club Show and Con-

test—all hands needed! 

21 October: 

18 November: Nominations of offic-

ers 

16 December: Election of officers 

2016: 

20 January: 

17 February:  

Meetings:  

third Wednesday of the month 

at the Leavenworth Public Library 

417 Spruce Street, Leavenworth 

IPMS Prison City Modelers 

12 September 2015: Region 5 Convention and Contest Holiday Inn– Route 66, 10709 

Watson Road, St Louis, IPMS-Gateway, http://www.ipms-gateway.com/2015-Region5/

IPMS-region5-2015contest.html, Doug Barton, peddocdoug@gmail.com, (314) 610-

2429. Theme: Remembering 1975. 

19 September 2015: 8th Annual LEAVENWORTH MODEL SHOW, http://

leavenworthmodelersclub.org/contest/ 109 Delaware Street, Leavenworth, KS.  Mark 

Gerges, mgerges@kc.rr.com. (913) 680-0066.  Special theme:  The year1940– Fall of 

France and the Battle of Britain. 

 

29 September 2015:  Sproo Doo 2015, http://www.casmodels.org/sproo-doo-2015.html, 

Arkansas Statehouse Convention Center, Little Rock, Arkansas. Show theme “50 shades 

of Green”  

 

10 October 2015: Chisholm Trail Scale Con 2015. Midway Baptist Church, 5135 S Broad-

way, Wichita, KS. No website listed, IPMS Chisolm Trail Scale Modelers, Jeff Caden-

head, chevymontecarlo18@yahoo.com, (316)522-5328 

14 November 2015: TigerCon 2015. Hickman High School, 1104 N Providence Road, Co-

lumbia, Mo. http://www.cmsm-ipms.org/tigercon, Central Missouri Scale Modelers, 

TigerCon Coordinator, centralmissouriscalemodelers@gmail.com 

  

Upcoming events : 

W E ’RE  ON  T HE  WEB—  

HTTP : / /

LEAVENWORTHMODELERSCLUB . ORG /  

 

Club Demo Schedule  
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