IPMS Prison City Modelers

The Roll Call
September 2015

Scuttlebutt from the president :
Hello fellow modelers!
We are just a few days
away from what is going to
be another awesome contest for the Prison City
Modelers. There are several things you can do to help
us! First, if you want to
bring model kits in for our
contest raffle, please do so.
You can either bring them
to this week's meeting on
Wednesday night, or to the
setup on Friday at 2 PM
(more on that in a second,)
or you can bring them Saturday morning to the contest. Speaking of setup, we
will be setting up the Heritage Center this Friday
(September 18) from 2 to 4
PM. We will arrange the
room to include tables,
chairs, etc. We are fortunate to be able to "move
in" the day before--this

makes for a much smoother
contest opening on Saturday. Also, make sure that
you bring your recently
completed kits--we would
love to see your work!!
On Saturday, we
will need all the help we can
get with registration, judging, and running the raffle.
It takes a lot of work to put
together and operate a
great contest like ours.
Even if you can't be there all
day, just a few hours will
help!!
At this week's
meeting on Wednesday, we
will have our annual
"judging clinic." I will discuss IPMS judging standards
and we will all learn or refresh ourselves on what
"right looks like." Even if
you don't plan to judge, this
is a really good "demo" that
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will help you build
better models.

Ed Burgess, Treasurer
edwinthink@gmail.com
Mark Gerges, Secretary
Newsletter editor, and webpage
mgerges@kc.rr.com

Hope to see you
Wednesday! Shane.

Demo for September:
Our demo for the month is a judging clinic. Our head judge Shane will
discuss items to look for, and bring novices up to speed for the contest
Saturday. BTW, club members will be meeting for breakfast at 0700 at
Pullman’s Place on Saturday before heading to the Heritage Center at
0800. All are welcome!
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Last meeting recap:
The August meeting was focused heavily on
getting ready for our September 19 contest,
and what items were still needed. We had
two guests come for the meeting, and
we hope they’ll return. First was Ron
Eichost from Lansing. Ron does large
scale, radio-controlled submarines, like
the 10’ long U-boat he brought to our
contest a few years back. He uses fiberglass, insulating foam, and what
would best be described as lost wax
method to make his creations. Hopefully he’ll bring some models to our show.
The second guest was Matt Green from
Weston. Matt runs a garage business called
Laser Dream Works, focusing on 28mm
and 10mm War of 1812 ships, but also a
variety of wargame supplies. Starting with a
laser cut wooden ships, Matt expanded into
a spin casting metal cannons and figures.
Check out his website or the photos from
“Show What Ya’ Brung” for examples of his
work.

Above: Brooks
Lyles shared with
us his German
machine gun team
from his Point de
Hoc diorama. To
the left is his WWI
figure, but I failed
to write down who
he was.

Right: Ed Burgess brought in his Saladin armored car, painted as a captured Jordanian
vehicle, currently at the Israeli armored museum at Latrun. Below that is his Soviet aerosani
in 1:35 scale, used in WWII,. It is a type of
propeller driven snowmobile, They were
useful in reconnaissance and with ski troops in
high snow areas.

Left and Below: New comer Matt Green brought in a couple of ships,
one in 28mm and the other in 10mm that his company manufactures.
These are built up layers of Baltic plywood, cut with a laser cutter.
The cannon is cast using a centrifugal mold, and he brought in one
(lower right) to show the difference between casting most modelers
do and profession spin casting and vulcanizing machines.
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Last meeting recap-cont.

Above Left: Joseph and Larry Hernchir like small, easy to
display models, like these 1:48 C-130J by Joseph and 1:48 C130E by Larry.

Left: Ron Denning
shared two models with
us. The first was one of
the two prototype XP72, an improvement on
the P-47 that despite its
excellent performance,
came too late in the war
to be useful.

Right and Below: Larry Todd brought
in a couple of interesting projects.
One was a HMS Victory; the other
were the fully functional wings of the
WWI Spad from large scale plans.
The size of the turnbuckles and pullies are incredible.

Below Left: Ron brought
in his B-24H, Serial # 4129543, dedicated to his
uncle, 1st LT Clifford
Denning, the bombardier
who lost his live on this
aircraft in April 1944
when it crashed into the
cliffs returning from a
mission over France.

Request for Help
Donations for School of New Beginnings, Lansing, Kansas
Tim Fincham and Doug Hall are accepting donations for The School of New
Beginnings Plastic Model Building Differentiated Education Program. They accept kits
you do not intend to build, old built models or “clunkers” that you have, parts of all
kinds and supplies. Please give to Doug Hall or Tim Fincham at the meetings.
New Beginnings works with students K – 12 with learning disorders, emotional challenges, and some have been trouble with the law. Plastic modeling provides
an opportunity to be creative and keep hands busy with a medium that is new to
many of them.
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A technique using
small amounts of
oil paint on models
With this addition of
the Jayhawk Journal,
I’m writing about a technique I
learned some years back. I feel you
would find it useful. But, I don’t
think it is familiar to most of you.
Yet, I think it is a painting technique that you would like to use.
But first let me back up a
few years to when I first decided
to give figure painting a try. Figure
painting? Who cares about figure
painting? Well, wait a mo. . . hear
me out. I believe I did my first figure circa 2003. So I put down the
airbrush and painted the figures
with a sable brush in my hand; in
oils, and later on I used acrylics
instead of oils. Now, as I continued
painting figures for some time,
even though I had a lot of trouble
trying to improve, I never realized
at that point that the experience of
painting a modeling subject with a
brush by hand would be a valuable
experience — something that I
could use as a technique that
would make my modeling work
much better with any kind of subject matter. ! It didn’t dawn on me
for quite some time, but when I
started working on a military
wheeled vehicle, the experience of
painting figures with a brush, came
home to me in a rush.
The model was a 1:35th
scale Russian Ba-20 Armored Car
from WWII. I decided to scratch
build an engine — as the kit didn’t
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have one — and complete the interior with more fabricated styrene
parts. I got good color photos from
the internet. Since all those interior
parts were so small, I realized I
needed to use a brush in my hand
to paint them. So the airbrush was
set aside. That is where it dawned
on me that my years of experience
with figure painting with a brush in
my hand would come in to play
with this particular Ba-20 armored
car. I painted the entire model in
acrylics and then added small
amounts of oil paints. I’ll go into
detail about how I applied the oil
paints over the acrylics below.
Now, in Photos #1, #2, and
#3 you see my first stages of the
scratch building work on that Ba20. So let’s go on to Photo #4. And
you can see my point, that with
using an airbrush, these small
scratch built details in the engine
compartment would not look very
realistic. Since I try to show wear

and weathering on my modeling
efforts (although I am not against a
factory fresh finish, . . . it just isn’t
me; the way I think models should
strive for realism; like the vehicle
had really been in combat.) I needed to have more control of each
small object, and keep in mind that
the Sun is overhead at Noon. So a
person standing out in the sun
would have bright sunlight on the

top of their head, on the
top of their shoulders.
There could be deep shadows under the armpits, and
on the upper face if wearing a broad brimmed hat.
And I wanted to paint in
the Highlights (areas in
bright Sun) and the shadow
areas on my Armored Car.
So thinking about figure
painting, I grabbed some of my very best
Winsor Newton Series 7 Kolinsky Pure
Red Sable brushes to do the job with oil
paints and with acrylic paints. Yes,
Winsor Newton Series 7 Kolinsky Pure
Red Sable brushes are expensive. But
they make a perfect point time after
time. And I take very good care of them.
There are other quality brands that sell
quality brushes as well, but I’ve been using Winsor Newton brushes since I was
in college. Series 7 are Winsor Newton’s

Page 5

September 2015

model. If that flat/
chisel headed brush
starts to
get fouled with oil paint,
I switch to another very
dry flat/chisel headed
brush and continue.
Thus I get those really
neato weathered and
worn effects on a vehicle. And this technique
can also work on an
aircraft model just as
well. And this whole discovery for me
synthetic flat
happened because I left me comfort
head brush.
zone, which had been painting only
The photo
aircraft models for so many years.
number 8
And I started trying to learn how to
shows both
brushes close paint figures. OK, so let me know
what you think. Our newsletter is
up. I mix the
open to any comments. I would like to
oil paint colors I want, on hear what you think about my articles.
my auto safety Or better yet, write up something and
contribglass, a piece
that I use for ute it to
my palette. It the newsletter. It’s
is painted
white on the a lot of
back side. (Auto Safety glass is
fun.
very hard and it is easy to scrap
off any kind of paint when you
need to clean all the dried paint
off your palette.) And so here is
the technique. Using the small
double zero brush I dip it into
the oil paint and dab just a small
bit of the oil paint into a corner
of the exterior of the model.
Then I pick up the flat/chisel
headed brush (the number 2
brush in the photo #8). That
brush is completely dry. That is
important, no turpentine, no
nothing. With that brush I start
brushing the small “drops” of the
oil paint in the direction I think
that shading should go on the
surface of the exterior of the
model. And I keep brushing the
oil paint in that direction until it
becomes a very thin film on the

Jayhawk journal, part 2
top of the line. They make other brushes, but I would not recommend them.
So. . . . Photo #5 shows the base
green color (acrylics) I painted on the
exterior of the Armored Car. OK, so
far, so good. But now I’ll explain that
technique I found out, by accident, that I
want to explain to you. In Photo #6 you
see the final painting results on the starboard side of the car. I added a number

of red arrows to the photo to point out a
few of the darker areas I painted with
oils, to give the model a more realistic,
worn and weathered look. You see the
darker areas using oils, on the turret, on
the metal hub of the wheels, and on the
lower areas of the exterior just above the
running board. And the same techniques
were used on the dented and torn fenders — done with a brush in my hand. As I
previously said, I painted the model with a
base coat of light green using acrylic paint.
But those darkened areas indicated by the
arrows, plus so many other parts of the
exterior, were applied using oil paints.
OK? So how was that done? I’d learned
the trick painting figures.
Look closely at Photos #7 and #8.
The number 7 photo shows the two different brushes, full length. You can see
that the one on the left is a double zero
Winsor Newton Series 7 brush that is
quite small. The brush on the right is a
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élan. After the collapse of France the
Germans converted many 178's into a
variety of uses, including a version with
building."
railroad wheels and another with the
At our club meetings I see
early-war "mattress" radio antenna.
modelers who are much more adThe kit has some highs and some
vanced in their skills than I; howev- lows. It has good detail and crisp molder, aren't we all at different levels in ing but the full interior looks a little
life and able to accept and teach one sparse by modern standards but this was
before we crammed every electronic
another?
gadget possible into the crew compartThis club will prosper as we ment. Nice basic engine which could use
adopt the motto: "making one's best some detailing (I didn't) but it looks pretty good if you open the hood. Fit is
better." I strive to meet that goal
tight, but the top of the tub seemed to
although at times I feel as inept as
have curled up at the corners. Getting
Inspector Clouseau.
the fenders to attach properly took days,
Doug Hall because I kept clamping a corner, gluing,
clamping something else, and discovering
something else had sprung loose. There
My current project is the new
are a few knock-out marks, all of them
ICM kit of a Panhard 178. This arwell hidden. Painting instructions are
mored car was very state-of-the-art
somewhat speculative. None of the picwhen WWII broke out, as it had been
tures I found had discernible camo
approved in 1933 and over 500 were
schemes, and most of them had the
built. Mobility was good for the time
balkenkreuz. No figures are provided,
and the 20mm cannon was sufficient to quell most armored vehicles of the time. It had a fourcylinder petrol engine, rear
mounted. There was also two
driver's stations so it can go forward or backwards with equal

Member articles
Confessions of a not
ready for prime time
modeler
I was quite paranoid
about my modeling abilities
after I reentered the hobby
following a 40-year-hiatus. I
reentered the world of gluing
fingers together, impatiently
smearing parts in the wrong
places, and putting small pieces into little holes that didn't
fit or filled with glue and became massless shapes. Sometimes things at my workbench
fell into black holes of lost
parts. Then I sounded like
Homer Simpson: "do’ah!"
"do’ah!"
Despite my abovecited confessions, I admit that
modeling again has brought
me fun and entertainment.
The joy of learning how to
"weather," producing a realistic-looking product has intrigued me, as has "scratch-

Wasting time on the web!
Osprey Publishing, home to countless publications on military history, Painting Part III
runs a website called The Modelling
News which is worth checking out.
On 15 September, they had an article about weathering Takom’s
Whippet Mk A, the third installment
of a series on building the model.
The photos are clear and lead you
step by step through the painting
and weathering of this stunning
model.
Review Part I
Build Part II

dammit, and French soldiers are hard to
find. On the other hand, there isn't any
aftermarket available either, which saved
me some work--and money!
This is a kit that it would be easy
to make a bad model with, but can be
a really good one with some care and
clamps. I'm going OOB and trying to
open it up to show the interior.
Ed Burgess
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Last meeting recap: cont.

Above: Doug Hall brought two models in. The first as KI-84 Kate with a well worn camouflage.
The second was a French Dewoitine D.500 fighter from early WWII.

Below: Mark Gerges brought in his
WWI FT-17. A resin kit from the
late ‘80s, Mark picked it up at a
show in Omaha last year. Between
the PE, small Grant Line bolts, and
missing piecies (it would be nice to
have a muffler, storage box, or
maybe a main gun), Mark wonders
whether it was actually worth the
$10 he spent.

Birthdays for September

September
6 Sept– Sarah Gerges
20 Sept--Shane Curtis
21 Sept—Ed Burgess
29 Sept– JW Dirkse

Wasting time on the web
Veteran Donates Model Collection to Youth Group
Here’s a story about a model builder and a veteran, who donates his model collection to the local
Boys and Girls Club. Check out the stash in his garage!

Thoughts taken out of context:

“Wait, where the heck
is everybody? ”
Harried contest chairman when
he realized that half the club is on
some sort of boondoggle the
contest weekend.
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Club Demo Schedule
Please volunteer for a demo. We ers
particularly in need of canopy
16 December: Election of officers
masking and metallic finishes on
2016:
aircraft.
16 September: Judging Clinic
19 Sept: Annual Club Show and Contest—all hands needed!

20 January:

17 February:

21 October: What’s on the web!

IPMS Prison City Modelers

18 November: Nominations of offic-

Meetings:
third Wednesday of the month
at the Leavenworth Public Library
417 Spruce Street, Leavenworth

W E’ RE ON THE WEB—
HTTP: / /
LEAVENWORTHMODELERSCLUB . ORG/

Upcoming events:
19 September 2015: 8th Annual LEAVENWORTH MODEL SHOW, http://
leavenworthmodelersclub.org/contest/ 109 Delaware Street, Leavenworth, KS. Mark
Gerges, mgerges@kc.rr.com. (913) 680-0066. Special theme: The year1940– Fall of
France and the Battle of Britain.
29 September 2015: Sproo Doo 2015, http://www.casmodels.org/sproo-doo-2015.html,
Arkansas Statehouse Convention Center, Little Rock, Arkansas. Show theme “50 shades
of Green”
10 October 2015: Chisholm Trail Scale Con 2015. Midway Baptist Church, 5135 S Broadway, Wichita, KS. No website listed, IPMS Chisolm Trail Scale Modelers, Jeff Cadenhead, chevymontecarlo18@yahoo.com, (316)522-5328
14 November 2015: TigerCon 2015. Hickman High School, 1104 N Providence Road, Columbia, Mo. http://www.cmsm-ipms.org/tigercon, Central Missouri Scale Modelers,
TigerCon Coordinator, centralmissouriscalemodelers@gmail.com

Need
a club
polo shirt or hat? contact
the secretary to order.
Want to carpool to one of
these shows? Bring it up at
the meeting, or send a group
message.
What do you think of the
updated newsletter format?
Have any ideas for new
features, or have something
to contribute? Send it to
me.:
mgerges@kc.rr.com

