
 

See you Wednesday 
night at the Leaven-
worth Library! 

 

Shane Curtis 

President 

Shane, Absentee Landlord 

We have a lot going on 
this month.  Our club 
contest, "Build a diora-
ma on or with or using 
a (slightly) water-
damaged blank 
plaque" (we need to 
come up with a better 
name) will come to a 
close this month.  I 
can't wait to see eve-
ryone's entry.  If yours 
isn't complete, bring it 
anyway!  Judging will 
be based on the one 
person-one vote sys-
tem;  you can use 
whatever criteria you 
want.  Awesome prizes 
(?!) to be awarded!!! 
 
We also have a few 
things to discuss with 
regard to our contest, 

which is coming up on 
September 19.  That's just 
a few months away.  I 
have a few changes to 
categories I'd like to dis-
cuss.  I also have a ad 
drawn up for the IPMS 
Journal;  I'd like to get 
your input on it before I 
send it in (must be in NLT 
25 June.)   By the way--
stay on the lookout for 
good kits for our raffle! 
 
Because of all of this (plus 
the next-to-last install-
ment of our club build, 
along with regular show-
and-tell,) we will post-
pone our next demo on 
using the internet to 
model (originally sched-
uled for this month.) 
 

Scuttlebutt from the president: 
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Secretary’S report: 

Our May meeting had 

a good turn-out, and a 

number of interesting 

models to show off.  

With our president out 

of town, Timothy our 

VP ran the meeting.  A 

key part of the meet-

ing was showing off 

various tools that we 

have found interesting 

and useful in our own 

building.  

Last meeting recap : 

Timothy “I am in charge 

here” Moran channeling 

his inner Al Haig.  

Club members describing their models, 

under the watchful eye of our VP. 

Mark Gerges brought in a home-

made jig used to align individual 

link tracks for armor models.  

Ron Denning shared a number of 

jigs he used to scratch build his large 

scale F7F Tigercat.  Below the wing 

you can see how he built up the 

wings from individual spars and rods 

that kept the wings properly aligned.  

The bottom left photo shows the jib 

that held the aircraft while being 

work  on, and then bottom right 

Joseph Hrencher shared his repurposed 

LEGO motor, which with minor modifi-

cation, is now used as a paint mixer 

Doug Hall brought a number of dental torture,, I 

mean, hygiene tools he’s collected from his den-

tist.  These tools are single use, and by simply 

asking your doctor many times they’ll just give 

them to you.  It helps if you answer yes to floss-

ing!  



Ed Burgess:  The base kit 

is the old Italeri version of 
the Steyr RSO, 
the  Raupenschlepper Ost, 

literally "Caterpillar Trac-
tor East".  For a thirty-year 
-old kit it has decent detail 
with a few mold lines to 
even out.  The cab's interi-
or is pretty basic and could 
use more additions than I 
had time or patience for.  I 
acquired the kit at the 
Omaha show and deter-
mined to do something 
very non-stock with 
it.  The basic concept is a 
civilian conversion of a 
Raupenschlepper into a 
tractor with a crane.  I cut 
out some vent screens 
from the plastic, replaced 
them with a little PE 
screening.  I found a photo 
etched crane at Minor 
Models in Barcelona, 
which turned out to be an 
example of experiential 
learning, as they say in 
CGSC.  The kit fits on a 2 x 
3 inch fret.  Lots of really 

tiny parts including wash-
ers and bolts at the one 
millimeter level.  Howev-
er, eventually done and 
looks OK.  A set of Model-
kasten tracks was a neces-
sity as the kit tracks were 
an embarrassment that 
Italeri should never have 
stuck in there.  To disguise 
the Eastern Front look, I 
decided to make it a circus 
tractor using the leftover 
paint from the road grad-
er. A few bits from the 
spares box and voila! A 
gaily tricked-out vehicle 
whose military origins are 
visible only to the cogno-
scenti.   

 

The sec-
ond 
model is 
the finished version of the 
road grader.  The driver is 
from a Miniart set of 
British WWII drivers, with 
a warriors head.   

Mark Gerges: Here are 
three figures from the 
WWI trench diorama.  The 
figures were heavily modi-
fied in their poses (see the 
April demo) and I’m finally 
getting around to painting 
them.  I’ve done a base 
color in some areas, and 
only the tunics and pants 

have been 
painted in a 
somewhat 
final ver-
sion— more 
touching up 
is needed. 

Works in Progress, part 1  

Request for Help  

Reminder from Tim Fincham:  
 Anyone with old built models, unbuilt model kits, acrylic paint, or tools they would like to donate 

to the School of New Beginnings in Lansing it would be most appreciated. The kids have had a lot, lot of 

fun. Also, if you would like to volunteer, Tim will send you the forms to fill out and take to the school 

board office.   

“Now those ivy 

league want-a-

be’s know what 

real distance 

education is all 

about.” 

 

Overheard at the a 

recent meeting from 

a traveling educator. 
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More thoughts taken 

out of context: 



“So bright... so beautiful... 

ah, Precious… It came to 

me, my own, my love... my... 

preciousssss. . . ” 
 

 
 

 

An anonymous club member upon 

seeing his 1st place trophy at a 

recent show. 

Thoughts taken out of context: 

Have any ideas for new features, or have some-

thing to contribute? Send it to me.: 

mgerges@kc.rr.com 

 

A regular columnist would be a wonderful! 

Rick Brownlee: Hello fellow 

Muddlers: Here's a short "update 

note" on the fun I'm having with 

doing anudder "12 inches equals a 

foot scale"; this time the old repop 

of the Lindberg 

Blunderbuss. And 

I'm having a lot of 

fun working with 

the acrylics. And 

may add some oil 

paints over the 

acrylic later. But 

first I wanted to remind you guys 

of the Pirate Pistol of Lindberg's 

that I built several years ago — 

using acrylics again, and then oils. 

Unfortunately, I think I overdid the 

blue oil paints on the metal parts 

with the cocking lever and the 

strike handle. But it was so much 

fun I kind of overdid the "bluing" 

effect on the metal. I'll put those 

photos of that 2010 model just 

below to remind you. 

 

I haven't attached that same 

kind of assembly to the blun-

derbuss yet, but have been 

working on it (see the photos 

below) with just 

the acrylics so far. 

This kind of work 

is really a lot of 

fun. I would en-

courage you guys 

to try something 

like this just for 

the pure fun of it.  

 

Now so far re-

garding this pho-

to below, I've 

only painted 

with the acrylics 

paints, the Gold 

colour and the 

Silver colour, using some 

washes but also the paints 

straight out of the bottle. 

 

The final photo that show 

some work on the wooden 

stock, with so much more to 

do in that wooden area, and a 

Works in Progress—part 2 
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close up of those two bottles of 

paint I used on the hammer & Flint. 

Have a great day, Rick 

mailto:mgerges@kc.rr.com
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Last meeting recap : continued from page 2 

Here are some photos of models brought to the show and tell part of the meet-

ing.  Enjoy! 



 

Club build corner: 
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Wasting time on the web and contest report   

Interesting Vendor:  

Ed Burgess sent along this link. 
This guy has some interesting 
products.  Check out the reusable 
paint masks for wheels, wood 
grain, and camo.  
http://www.uschivdr.com/  

 

Brooks Lyles and Darrell Combs 
sent along the link to figure bases 
called wedges.  They are parts of 
vehicles, cut off so just a portion 
is in the base, to give your figure 
a context.  Here’s the website 
which has some interesting prod-
ucts:       http://
www.milminwh.com/
dari-
us_scen_p1.htm 

 "Darius Minia-
tures" is made in 
Poland and their 
1/35 scale range 

from 17.99 to 26.99. 

Contest results: Ed Burgess 

attended the KC Slammers Car 
Show, 13-14 June in Overland 
Park.  He received a 1st place 
trophy for his Bronco Humber 
Scout car, detailed with Edu-
ard PE , Accurate Armour sand chan-
nels, and two Ultracast crew figures.   

 

He reports that the Slammers web 
site has been down for several 
months.  Photos of the winners are 
supposed to be posted on Fotke.com 
in a few days, but he couldn’t find the 
site.  This year the  Slammers had 82 
entrants and 492 models, up 90+ 
from last year.  Next year's contest is 
11-12 June 2016. 

 

 

some weathering;  be  ready to discuss 
your favorite weathering techniques at 
July's meeting! Shane Curtis 

 

The purpose of the club build was to 

get people out of their comfort zone, 

try new things, and then share the new 

techniques and procedures with the 

other club members. 

I for one, have found myself with a 

number of emerging skills from trying 

new techniques.  For example, I’m do-

ing a natural metal finish on the Frank.  

Deciding a monochromatic finish 

would be boring, I decided to paint the 

control surfaces a slightly different 

shade.  This brought up a number of 

questions, one being can you mask 

over the top of Testor’s Metalizer lac-

quer paint?  

Great thing about the club build is you 

can get answers to many of your ques-

tions, either from other members, or 

from just trying a new technique.  As for 

my question, the resounding answer 

was NO, YOU CANNOT MASK OVER TES-

TORS METALIZER, YOU IDIOT.   

Now I wonder if you can use decal 

softening agents like Microsol and Mi-

croset over the top of Testors Metalizer.  

We’ll see.  Mark Gerges 

For the club build, this month's step is 
decaling your model.  If you used the 
kit-supplied decals, there weren't very 
many to worry about--most schemes 
seem to have about eight nice-sized 
decals.  I think a few folks may be using 
aftermarket decals, and I am really 
looking forward to seeing some of 
those.  
 
I didn't get to see last month's build, so 
I'm also interesting in seeing how 
many green, natural metal, and other 
color schemes we have represented. 
 
After this month's meeting, our last 
step will be to finish the model--add all 
the stuff you've left off until now, like 
landing gear and propellers.  Also, I 
suspect many of our aircraft are I for 

The understated Slammer’s 1st Place trophy 
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Need 

a club 

polo shirt or hat?  contact 

the secretary to order.  

 

Want to carpool to one of 

these shows?  Bring it up at 

the meeting, or send a group 

message.   

 

What do you think of the 

updated newsletter format?  

Have any ideas for new 

features, or have something 

to contribute? Send it to 

me.: 

mgerges@kc.rr.com 

 

Please volunteer for a demo.  We 

particularly in need of canopy 

masking and metallic finishes on 

aircraft.  

17 June: Club contest voting 

15 July:  Club build finale?  

19 August:: barbed wire making demo 

16 September: Judging Clinic 

19 Sept: Annual Club Show and Con-

test—all hands! 

21 October: 

18 November: Nominations of offic-

ers 

16 December: Election of officers 

2016: 

20 January: 

17 February:  

Meetings:  

third Wednesday of the month 

at the Leavenworth Public Library 

417 Spruce Street, Leavenworth 

IPMS Prison City Modelers 

20 June 2015: MOSS CON 2015, 5th Annual Scale Plastic Model Show and Competition in 

Branson, MO, 2255 Gretna Road, Branson, MO 65616.  http://www.ipmsmoss.com/ 

Nate Jones, ipmsmoss@hotmail.com. Special Theme: The year 1945. 

12 September 2015: Region 5 Convention and Contest Holiday Inn– Route 66, 10709 

Watson Road, St Louis, IPMS-Gateway, http://www.ipms-gateway.com/2015-Region5/

IPMS-region5-2015contest.html, Doug Barton, peddocdoug@gmail.com, (314) 610-

2429. Theme: Remembering 1975. 

19 September 2015: 8th Annual LEAVENWORTH MODEL SHOW, http://

leavenworthmodelersclub.org/contest/ 109 Delaware Street, Leavenworth, KS.  Mark 

Gerges, mgerges@kc.rr.com. (913) 680-0066.  Special theme:  The year1940– Fall of 

France and the Battle of Britain, 

10 October 2015: Chisholm Trail Scale Con 2015. Midway Baptist Church, 5135 S Broad-

way, Wichita, KS. No website listed, IPMS Chisolm Trail Scale Modelers, Jeff Caden-

head, chevymontecarlo18@yahoo.com, (316)522-5328 

14 November 2015: TigerCon 2015. Hickman High School, 1104 N Providence Road, Co-

lumbia, Mo. http://www.cmsm-ipms.org/tigercon, Central Missouri Scale Modelers, 

TigerCon Coordinator, centralmissouriscalemodelers@gmail.com 

  

Upcoming events : 

W E ’ RE  ON  T HE  WEB—  

HTTP : / /

LEAVENWORTHMODELERSCLUB . ORG /  

 

Club Demo Schedule  
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Shameless advertising: 
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Need some ideas or motivation for our contest special theme of 1940?   Want to 

learn more about this critical campaign?  There just happens to be a program at the 

central branch of the Kansas City Public Library on 30 June, starting a 6:30 p.m.  

Follow the link for more information: http://www.kclibrary.org/event/fall-france-

mark-gerges 

 

I know what you are thinking— “wow, 

that looks great and I’ll definitely go to 

hear something as interesting as that.” But 

you don’t want to wait almost two more 

weeks, and wish there was something a 

little sooner, and maybe closer to home 

to hold you over until then, right?  And 

why can’t it be about Waterloo, on the 

actual 200th anniversary of the battle?  

Well, you are in luck. Thursday, 18 June at 

7:00 pm at the Leavenworth Public Li-

brary, just steps away from where we 

normally meet, there is a program that 

will satisfy your desires:  http://

leavenworthpubliclibrary.org/

events_manager/event/2015/06/18/

napoleons-empire-in-america 

Hope to see you there! 
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