
 

Happy December everyone!! 

 Wow, I can't believe another 

year is almost gone.  What a year it 

has been for the Prison City Modelers.  

We had our own internal contest with 

many great dioramas (which was a first 

for some of us!), our first guided club 

build where we each built the same 

model and compared notes along the 

way, and hosted was has become a 

"don't miss" model contest for the 

Kansas City area, with great participa-

tion in both the number of modelers 

and models!! 

 Thanks so much for all your 

hard work in helping make our club--

and our hobby--such a success. 

 We had a great meeting last 

month.  We conducted officer nomi-

nations, and will hold our annual elec-

tions at this month's meeting.  Also, 

we have decided on a theme for both 

our club contest and our contest we 

will host next September.  Our theme 

will be subjects from Cold War-era 

Communist Nations (so, of course, 

Warsaw Pact, North Korea, China, 

and Cuba, among others, but NOT 

equipment in markings of non-

communist coun-

tries, such as an 

Iraqi T-72 or a 

USAF MiG-21.) 

We will need to 

come up with a 

catchier title, but 

I think you get 

the idea. Our in-

ternal club con-

test will start 1 

January and close 

at our May 2016 

meeting with 

judging.  Remem-

ber--it can't be started before 1 January.  

Try to bring in whatever you plan to build 

at this month's meeting--that way we can 

make sure you aren't getting an early 

start!  Not really--but do bring in your kit 

if you have it;  it will serve as inspiration 

to some, and give the rest of us an idea of 

what we will be up against.  If you don't 

have it or can't bring it in, no worries.  

You are on the honor system to not cut 

any sprues until we start on 1 January! 

 Thanks again for supporting our 

hobby.  See you at the meeting this week! 

   Shane Curtis 

Shane  Curtis 
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Club contest for 2016 Time to party— or at least, to build the 

vehicles that the Commies had.  The 

club build for 2016 is Eastern or Com-

munist block, 1946-1991.  We’ll crack 

open the boxes and begin work on 1 

January, so make your list for Santa.  If 

you already have an unbuilt model, 

bring it to the December meeting.  
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 Donations for School of New Beginnings, Lansing, Kansas 

 Tim Fincham and Doug Hall are accepting donations for The School of New Beginnings Plastic Model Build-

ing Differentiated Education Program.  They accept kits you do not intend to build, old built models or “clunkers” 

that you have, parts of all kinds and supplies.  Please give to Doug Hall or Tim Fincham at the meetings.   

 New Beginnings works with students K – 12  with learning disorders, emotional challenges, and some have 

been trouble with the law.  Plastic modeling provides an opportunity to be creative and keep hands busy with a me-

dium that is new to many of them. 
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Last meeting recap : 

Request for Assistance  

Right: Ron Denning shared 

with us his PBY Catalina in 

an eye catching  paint 

scheme. 

Left: JW Dirkse proudly 

reported that he has finally 

gotten some building in, 

finishing his Japanese KI-84 

from last year’s club build,  

as well as a Russian LA-7. 

Left: it was good seeing John Dickson 

again, and another of his unique card-

board creations, this time a three-

masted pirate vessels.  

Below and left: Ed Burgess showed off his 

Panhard 178, as well as his recently purchased 

US Army D7 bulldozer.  He has since worked 

on it, and you can find photos on what he’s 

done later in the newsletter.  
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Last meeting recap—continued 

Left: Joseph Hrenchir can 

build small aircraft as well 

as shelf-hogging C130s, as 

shown in his Raiden by 

Tamiya and F-89.  

and Model 17 Stagger wing. 

Left: Brent Sauer brought his Gamma 

Goat, a pick-up with a ZPU-2, and the new 

Abrams Squad book on the BTR series of 

vehicles.  

Right:  Rick Brownlee  doesn’t just use his 

color balance on figures, but brought one 

of his vehicles, a GAZ-67B field car.  De-

spite being mono-color, no one could call 

that paint scheme boring.  

Right: Larry Todd contin-

ued his incredible build of 

the Sopwith Camel fuselage 

above.  He also brought 

with him a pair of 

Beechcrafts—a Model 18 
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December 2015 

What’s on your Workbench?  

Birthdays for December 

 

Doug Hall  11 Dec 

Jesus   25 Dec 

Alex Gerges   26 Dec 

Gary Ruhnke  29 Dec 

 

From Ed Burgess: I've made some progress on the D7 bulldozer.  The 

kit is Miniart #35195, and I have to say it is a marvel.  There are a whole 

lot of parts, and they are not just in the tracks.  The engine had 83 parts, 

and was about the size of my thumb.  These pictures probably include 

around 150 parts, many quite tiny and others rather breakable.  It makes 

up into the most detailed engine I've worked on--nothing seems to be 

missing but the wiring harness. 

 There are no large parts to this one.  The bulldoz-

er was a medium sized one that Caterpillar designed sev-

eral years before WWII, and quickly sold to the various 

services as the war ramped up.  Still being produced, 

BTW.  Miniart has issued four variants, one as a tractor, 

two with different blades, and one armored.  There have 

been some complaints about excessively brittleness, and I 

understand that Miniart has admitted to problems with 

some batches of plastic.  I did not have any problem with 

brittleness, but there are a LOT of VERY TINY parts, 

most of them with 

lots of connection 

points (bring your 

sprue clippers!).  I did replace two broken pipes with wire.  One pipe had 

eight connection points, which necessitated some careful trimming. 

 This a kit for the advanced modeler.  Not because it requires any 

complex or subtle construction, and not because of the elaborate paint 

scheme.  It 

needs careful 

thought, deft 

fingers, an 

Optivisor, 

and careful 

construction.  The instructions, with the exception 

below, are nicely drawn and logically thought 

out.  Once built, Miniart's expectation is to paint it all 

over in brown, with a white star on top.  There does 

not seem to be anything to stop you from painting it 

in civilian colors, near as I can see.   

 Right now I am working on the tracks, which will test your pa-

tience.  Each link requires four parts and a total of eight connection 

points to trim.  The instructions are confusing, but once you understand 

how they are supposed to work they are not too awfully difficult to as-

semble, just fussy.  Build a jig, line them up as you go, avoid getting con-

fused and putting bits in backwards.  You may guess how I know that.  I 

strongly recommend reading the review in Finescale Modeler before you 

tackle the dozer.   



Weathering Mod-

els: Simulating 

Rust using Oil 

Paints  

Hopefully, you recall 

that my last Jayhawk 

Journal column was on using a mix 

of real rust, in powder form, tap 

water and Elmer’s (white glue) ap-

plied with a brush in your hand on 

a model. And in this column and 

the following column my intent is 

to explain two other ways to 

achieve the same results using 

paints with a brush in your hand. 

 My point here, i.e. “a brush 

in your hand” is that you do not 

apply these rust looking paint mix-

tures with an air brush. The rea-

son, of course, is that when apply-

ing rust to a model say in 1:48th or 

even 1:35th you need complete 

control of just where the rust is 

applied. And that can be rather 

difficult if you use an air brush. 

 So, let’s look at photo 1A. 

You see two tubes of Winsor 

Newton oil paints. Of course, most 

any brand of oil paints would do. 

On the left is Yellow Ochre, the 

Winton Student Grade. And on the 

right is the slightly more expensive 

Winsor Newton Professional grade, 

Indian Red. My understanding is 

that Winsor Newton Indian Red is 

only available in the professional 

grade. However, if you take care to 

keep the caps firmly seated on the 

oil paint tubes, oil paints will last for 

many years. I have some tubes of 

oil paints, that are still good to use, 

over 25 years old. For beginners, 

perhaps I should say that oil paints 

are thinned and cleaned out of your 

brushes with mineral spirits or tur-

pentine, or the odorless  “turp” 

called turpenoid. Some of you may 

not feel comfortable with the smell 

of turpentine, so turpenoid might 

be the correct choice for using with 

oil paints. I personally use mineral 

spirits.  And mineral spirits do have 

a slight odor. 

 In photo 1B you see that I 

have applied a small portion of both 

yellow ochre on the left of the card 

stock palette and a portion of Indi-

an Red on the right. Then I used my 

palette knife to mix them together 

in an attempt to simulate the color 

of rust. 

 Now on to the application 

of the oil paint rust mixture as ap-

plied to a scale model car body. 

The yellow styrene car body was 

first painted with black acrylic. The 

photos 2A, 2B, 2C and 2D show 

how this might look. Although as I 

look at those photos now, I think I 

have overdone the rust. However, 

after the oil paint dries, usually 

overnight since it is applied so thin-

ly, I can repaint the black acrylic 

and start over! 
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What’s on your Workbench? 

Brent Sauer send along some in progress shots of his Gama Goat ambulance since the last meeting.  The 'canvas' co-
vers are in the process of painting and weathering. Great work Brent! 
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Wasting time on the web 

Atlas Obscura has a interesting article on 

some of the most elaborate dioramas in the 

world.  The woodlands dioramas from the 

Fisher Museum in Massachusetts are incredi-

ble for the detail and realism.  Click here to 

go to the article.  

http://www.atlasobscura.com/articles/small-wonders?utm_source=facebook.com&utm_medium=atlas-page
http://www.atlasobscura.com/articles/small-wonders?utm_source=facebook.com&utm_medium=atlas-page


 

Need a club 

polo shirt 

or hat?  

contact the 

secretary to 

order.  

 

Want to carpool to one of 

these shows?  Bring it up at 

the meeting, or send a group 

message.   

 

Have any ideas for new fea-

tures, or have something to 

contribute? Send it to me.: 

mgerges@kc.rr.com 

 

 

 

Please volunteer for a demo.  We 

particularly in need of canopy 

masking and metallic finishes on 

aircraft.  

16 December: Election of officers 

2016: 

20 January: Larry Toodd, parting lines 

on cars, etc 

17 February: Mark Gerges, soldering 

P-E 

16 March: Joseph Hrenchir on rigging 

aircraft 

20 April: volunteer needed 

18 May: Rick Brownlee, Aves Clay-

Shay uses 

 

Meetings:  

third Wednesday of the month 

at the Leavenworth Public Library 

417 Spruce Street, Leavenworth 

IPMS Prison City Modelers 

12 March 2016: KCCON 2016.  Kansas City First Church of the Nazarene, 11811 State Line 

Road, Kansas City. http://www.ipmsgreatplains.org/ IPMS Great Plains Stuart Malone , 

816 560 8282  

2 April 2016: OMAHCON 2016.  Strategic Air and Space Museum, 28210 W Park Hwy, Ash-

land, NE.  http://fortcrookipms.com/ IPMS Ft. Crook, Scott Hackney   402-861-1999.  

23 April 2016: FLEACON 12. Monticello Berndes Center, 766 North Main Street, Monticello, 

Iowa 52310.  www.lippischmodelclub.org, IPMS Cedar Rapids Dr Alexander Lippisch. 

11-12 June 2016: Heartland Model Car Nationals.  Overland Park Convention Center 

6000 College Blvd, Overland Park.  KC Slammers, Vern Lyon,   913-522-9170.  

 17 September 2016: 9th Annual LEAVENWORTH MODEL SHOW, http://

leavenworthmodelersclub.org/contest/ 109 Delaware Street, Leavenworth, KS.  Mark 

Gerges, mgerges@kc.rr.com. (913) 680-0066.  Special theme:  to be determined 

Upcoming events : 

W E ’ RE  ON  T HE  WEB—  

HTTP : / /

LEAVENWORTHMODELERSCLUB . ORG /  

 

Club Demo Schedule  
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Thoughts taken out of context: 

“Are we there yet?  How 

much farther”  

 

 

A club member riding with a family to 

Columbia.  Paul finally had to tell him to 

color quietly and stop bothering 

everyone.    
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Shameless advertising page  

Club member Curt Pangracs needed some parts for a diorama, so he did 

want anyone would do— design the piece using computer assisted 

graphics, and send it to a 3D printer to be produced. He’s willing to share, 

for a cost, his products as well as expertise in the future for deisigning 

things you might need.  Check out this link for his modern US medical 

chest inserts: modern medical chest inserts    

 

 

Things that drive modelers nuts, part 2 

Look at the seams on this tank—the judges will laugh at me if I 

model this thing and place it on a contest table! 

BTW– that Emhar Mark IV kit from 1992 doesn’t look so bad 

now, does it? 

http://www.shapeways.com/product/T89JQ7RSG/us-med-chest-insert?li=shop-results&optionId=58544630

