IPMS Prison City Modelers

The Roll Call
August 2015

Scuttlebutt from the president :
Fellow modelers-As summer draws
to a close, we are coming
up on our own contest-we are less than five
weeks out!!! At this
month's club meeting, we
will go over the contest
chairman's checklist to
make sure we have all of
our bases covered. At
next month's meeting,
which will be just a few
days before the contest,
we will have a judging clinic to get everyone up to
speed on judging. We will
need as much help as we
can get with judging (and
everything else!!) If you
haven't judged before,
now is a great time to
start--we have many experienced judges who will
be happy to show you the
ropes.
As we come up
on the contest, please

look through your stash to
see if you have any models
you want to donate for our
raffle. A nice raffle is a
mark of a good contest.
Make sure all parts are present--if the decals aren't
there (or aren't useable,)
we can usually work around
it, but instructions and all
parts are a must!! If you
have a kit (or kits) to donate, you can either bring
them to our meeting or
bring them the day of the
contest.
Exciting news from
a nearby sister IPMS chapter
--IPMS Fort Crook (in
Omaha, NE) has been selected to host the IPMS National Convention in 2017-two short years away!
They hosted the nationals a
few years back and did an
incredible job, so I know
this will be a great event.

Club Officers, 2015
Shane Curtis, President
jsc9123@yahoo.com
Timothy Moran, Vice President
tmmoran@yahoo.com

Shane, Our Exalted Leader

Start making plans--you
have almost 24 months
to build that perfect
model for nationals!!!
Even if you don't enter
the contest, it is still an
amazing experience to
look at the entries and
enjoy what is probably,
for the weekend, the
largest model shop in
the nation!
Hope to see you
Wednesday! Shane.

Ed Burgess, Treasurer
edwinthink@gmail.com
Mark Gerges, Secretary
Newsletter editor, and webpage
mgerges@kc.rr.com
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Last meeting recap:
Secretary’S report: Timothy Moran
announced that beginning in August, the
meeting room will be available starting at
6:30, so if you want to come early, the
room is available. Also, one correction—
the KI-84 last month attributed to Joseph
Hrenchir was actually Timothy Moran’s.

Last of the club build—
three KI-84 Franks. From
the top, Larry Hrenchir, Joseph Hrenchir, and Mark
Gerges

New club member Steven Holden
brought his work in progress diorama of Iraq, and promises to talk
about his innovative finishing techniques at a later meeting.

Rick Brownlee brought his1:1 scale Blunderbuss that he has been working on for the last
few months. This photo unfortunately does
not show the incredible wood grain, all hand
painted.
Brent Sauer brought his Gamma Goat and detailed his backtracking on
the project, by deciding to add a PE aftermarket update when he was almost ready to paint. One item of interest he noted was that the kit decal
is actually more accurate than the PE set, though the other PE parts look
great and add a lot to the kit.

Birthdays for August

August
21 August: Lee Bush
31 August: John Curatola
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Last meeting recap

Joseph Hrenchir brought his F-101, finished in the Southeast
Asia pattern.

Ed Burgess brought two models— A Bandai hovercraft UC Hardgraph, and a Saladin armored
car. See page 7 for a finished photo of the Saladin.
Larry Hrenchir brought his B-57 in Southeast Asia pattern camouflage. The
B-57 was the American licensed built English Electric Canberra bomber and
has the distinction of being the first US jet bomber to drop bombs in combat. NASA’s still operates three Canberra’s (WB-57s), and stories on bringing one out of mothballs is click here and the visit Oshkosh in 2014, click
here.

Request for Help
Donations for School of New Beginnings, Lansing, Kansas

Mark Gerges brought his WWI
trench diorama, which he promises
that he will finish. . . someday.

Tim Fincham and Doug Hall are accepting donations for The School
of New Beginnings Plastic Model Building Differentiated Education Program.
They accept kits you do not intend to build, old built models or “clunkers”
that you have, parts of all kinds and supplies. Please give to Doug Hall or
Tim Fincham at the meetings.
New Beginnings works with students K – 12 with learning disorders,
emotional challenges, and some have been trouble with the law. Plastic modeling provides an opportunity to be creative and keep hands busy with a medium that is new to many of them.
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tion of nature will prove.
However, here is a warning!
The modeler who is adding
lots of details needs to keep
in mind that the size of an
object attracts attention depending on its size relationAn Opinion
ship to other objects on the
About Building
base. If the main thing you
Dioramas and
want the viewer to see is near
Vignettes
another object of the same or
larger size, that can confuse
Obviously, there is no
the eye of the viewer and
“just one way” to create a diorathey may not see the most
ma or the smaller scene we call a
important element first. Also,
vignette. So I’ll remind you that
I think we view from left to
this article is only an opinion.
right and from top to bottom.
And upon reading my essay, you
For me it is most always, tall
may not agree with what I’ve
in back and short in front.
written. And that is OK. Below,
I try to paint with more varieI’ve included some photos that
once the paint is applied, or any
ty of color and shade, for eye appeal. I
hopefully, will help explain the
vehicle, animal, building or figure
feel the modeler should work hard to
points I will be making.
that is part of the project. All of
paint the scene (or any model) with the
I consider well planned
that takes a great deal of time and a concept of Color Harmony always in
and designed dioramas as not
lot of planning. I see diorama mod- mind. I’ve included a photo selected
very easy to do — one of the
eling as a real challenge. But, leaving from the internet that shows a knight
more difficult genres of this hob- your comfort zone and accepting
on horseback with a woman also
by. Every detail of a project has
that challenge, I strongly believe,
astride the horse. This incredibly artisto be fabricated to the same high will certainly help you grow as a
tic piece I would classify as a vignette
standard, whether it is the grass- model building artist.
and it incorporates the earth tones;
es and weeds that are added, the
I like to see a diorama with shades of green, browns, a shade of red
realistic look of the ground cover lots of details. And that could inorange in the tree leaves, that ties it all
clude the variety of weeds and
together. Even the knight’s cape, sword
grasses in different shades and col- scabbard and horse blanket are that
ors, not all the same green or the
same tone as the leaves in the tree.
same height — as a close observa- And the off white of the horse, and the
woman’s gown are in harmony with the
knight’s hair as well as the rocks in the
creek bed at the base of this awesome
vignette. Another bright, multi-colored
model I created of the Star War’s Gungan Submarine is below. I’m hoping
you’ll agree that it would attract attention.
I will say here that many diorama builders are not aware that IPMS at
the national contest want to see dioramas that tell a story, not just a scene.
You can find that text on their web site
by clicking IPMS/USA Modeler’s
Guide. Locally, most judges are not
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and select the complimentary color for
green, which is Violet
miniature!
aware of this point and do not judge ac(purple).
Several
years
ago
at
a
cordingly. I’ve included a photo of my
I’m aware that many modelers
Prison City meeting, I did a quick
small vignette with two figures and a
cannot
mix
their own colors. But I feel
demo of a ground cover product
horse. Hopefully, you’ll see the rather
to
advance
in
this incredible hobby, it
I use that I got from Aves Studio
simple story it is telling. The wife is
is necessary to learn how to mix colcalled Clay Shay. For creating
pointing the finger and really giving the
ors. Certainly, building dioramas
terrain, Clay Shay is
the best product I’ve would require the ability to do that.
ever used. A tan pow- For example, a red barn is not just the
der you mix with wa- one color of red. The elements would
ter, depending on the have an effect on the barn’s exterior.
amount of tap water, That barn would be all kinds of shades
you can make it thick of reds, browns, tans, et cetera. And
painting with the concept in mind, of
as modeling clay or
with a little more wa- light and dark (sunshine and shadow)
really adds more eye appeal to any
ter, much closer to
modeling project, especially dioramas.
toothpaste. When
dry Clay Shay is very As previously said we’re trying to create reality in miniature.
lightweight, but very
Thanks, Rick Brownlee
strong. You can carve it, drill
husband a piece of her mind! Actually,
holes in it, cut windows in it. I’ve
this is my attempt at humor! This vimade walls with it, attaching
gnette is titled “A Pair of Nags”.
I always keep in mind the follow- dry sections of it together
using fresh and wet mixed
ing — and I made that point at our June
Clay Shay as the binder.
meeting — as we were all around the
Clay Shay is manufactured
model display tables: The world is not
by Aves Studio, an Ameriflat! (See the two photos of the Russian
trio at the top of an outcropping.) How- can company in Wisconsin.
ever, to fabricate uneven or hilly terrain Web address:
www.avesstudio.com
on a base takes more work. It is easier
Lastly I’ll mention
to make the ground flat in a diorama, but
the
principle
or theory of
not near as interesting or as realistic
the
Color
Wheel.
(Notice
looking. (Besides, height or something
the
photo
of
same
that is
tall on the contest category table, does
included in this article.) The
indeed attract attention.) We model
basic theory is that all colbuilders are trying to create reality in
ors are made from the
three Primary Colors: Blue, Red
and Yellow. All colors come from
Thoughts taken out of context:
those three (white and black are
not considered colors in this in“Wasting away in Margaritaville,
stance.) You cannot mix any colsearching for my lost shaker of
ors together to make blue, red
salt. . . ”
or yellow. But if you mix blue
with yellow, that makes green.
To lighten the green you may add
An anonymous club
white. To darken the green you
president
and parrot head
do not add black. You go across
in Florida.
the opposite side of the wheel

Jayhawk journal, part 2
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the “I really need thIS” department
1/32 Mitsubishi Zero
With Christmas right
around the corner, I
know you are putting together your list of those
items you really need to
have. Here’s an 1/32 all
metal model of a Japanese
Mitsubishi Zero that is
just stunning— with its all
metal frame, you are really
buying this kit for its educational benefits, to see how a
typical WWII fighter was
built. Or at least, that’s my
rationale. Click here for
simple ordering instructions!

Thanks John Donovan for
finding this.

Thanks Chris Gabel for taking time
from your busy retired life to send
this along!

Mini-Power Sander
Looking for a quick and easy project? This video shows how to
make a mini-sander out of a cheap,
less than $5 electric toothbrush.
Cutting off the bristles, cutting circles out of sandpaper, and adding
some self stick Velcro will make a
tool that can handle sanding as well
as polishing. Click here to watch
the video.

We need a 3d printer!
Ed Burgess found this incredible 3d printed model online.
Not only is it a detailed model,
it is motorized and moves—
you really need to watch the
video. The builder calls this
the HMC Boudicca— it is 20
inches tall and has numerous
animated features.
Check it out by clicking here.
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What’S on your Workbench:
From Rick Brownlee: Below is
my latest efforts on that very bad
Pegasus kit of the alien from the
Tom Cruise and Dakota Fanning/
Stephen Speilberg movie from
2005, War of the Worlds. This kit is
vinyl and not very easy to work
with regarding removing mold
marks and seams. I've had to use a

lot of putty in the joints. You will
notice right away that the mouth
has not even been touched
yet. And that is going to be a major problem. As there is a gap in
the left and right side of the
mouth— such a tiny area. I'm not
sure how I'll be able to fill that in.
But it does need to be done for a
contest model. I'll just keep thinking about it, and hopefully come up
with a solution that will work. Right
now all the joints have been glued
together and puttied, except for
the head into the neck. That will be
joined together near the end of the

project. And a lot of putty will be required.
As usual, your candid remarks are more than welcomed. I
have not included the base in these
photos, as there is so much more to
do to it. The bright red roots that
you see at the Alien's feet were very
prominent in the movie. I used Lilac
roots and painted them bright red.
They will be attached to the base, in
some manner. Well, at least that is
the plan, Stan. Kind regards, Rick

From Ed Burgess: The Saladin is
the recent Dragon Black Label kit.
Typical Dragon kit--fit is perfect,
many small parts,
beautiful engineering.
No particular issues in
the building of it. The
suspension requires
deftness and at least
three hands, but it
all comes together.
I chose to model a
Jordanian vehicle
from the Six Day
War, which is currently in the Israeli
Armor Museum at

Latrun (can we guess how they got
it?). Hence the gravel base, missing
MGs, and rust stains. Paint is Tamiya Flat Yellow XF-3 and Royal Light
Gray XF-80. The gravel is Woodland Scenics railroad ballast, half of
which is all over my workroom
now.
The Soviet Aerostat is a
Trumpeter kit and not much more
complicated than a snap-tite. You
build the body out of about five
parts, which means you have to get
everything sitting together just right.
Due to either bad fit or operator
error, there were two small gaps,
front and rear, which had to be

filled, and the last part with the airplane engine and radiator were rather stressful. Some fit problems
there, too, but I'm willing to put
them down to the modeler. Oddly,
the exhaust manifold on the fourcylinder engine attaches to itself,
such that no exhaust gasses could
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What’S on your Workbench:
escape, but you can't see the engine anyway so I skipped modifying
that. Painting, as you see, is not
complex. I'm adding some grease
and smoke stains to the rear but
otherwise it's just white. Simple
kit, weekend build, off-beat subject,
and thanks to Ron Denning for the
kit. As you can see not quite finished. There is actually a photoetch supplement available, but I
can't see why you'd bother.
Five or six years ago Ann
gave me the Zundapp motorcycle
for my birthday. At the time I
couldn't manage it. Glued some of
the more obvious bits together but
just could not deal with the millimeter-sized PE and the minuscule

plastic thingies. The manufacturer
is Vision, from whom we have not
heard much else lately. I've got it
assembled, if you don't look too
closely, but it needs paint and some
figures to make it more interesting.
Vision marketed it as a Wehrmacht
bike but it's really just a heavy civilian touring bike with a sidecar, so
maybe some flashy paint and a civilian rider? Haven't so far found figures that aren't in uniform. No
rush.
From Timothy Moran: Completing and adding some detail to
the interior of the LAV-150 Commando w/ Cockerill 90mm Gun.

After following the steps for the
assembly, I took some gauze pads and
painted them with thinned down
black paint giving them a gray/black
rubber look like the floor mats most
armored vehicles I have been in had
on their floors and on the sides to
prevent injury if the event of rolling
over.
I then added texture to the
seats and left the high points get
white and look worn similar to various M-113’s, M-109’s and M-270’s
I’ve observed. After that I combined
the hull bottom with the top and
then taped and painted the bottom
so it was black.
Looking inside afterwards, it was
not quite the effect I was hoping for
but with most of the hatches closed, I
think it will give the hint of the finished interior of the vehicle.
Opinions and some notes:
I tried several sizes of gaze pads.
The 2-inch by 2-inch had the best
weave to give the effect of the rubber
mats. I ended up using old dirty thinner from cleaning my brushes mixed

with some flat black to get the look I
wanted. I waited two days for the
thinner to be fully absorbed and dry
before cutting it with a knife to desired size.
I used white glue to hold fasten
it. There may be a better way but
this worked for me. Trouble was as
I slid the hull over the bottom some

came loose and I had to reattach
them after the hull dried. The reattachment effort was not very successful, which caused some disappointment.
In addition, when I enlarged the
pictures for this submission, more
faults were seen then I saw with my
eyes. I think maybe in the future
taking digital pictures, and then enlarging them of your work will give
you a real good look at your efforts
before finishing the step maybe helpful.
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Club Demo Schedule
Please volunteer for a demo. We
particularly in need of canopy
masking and metallic finishes on
aircraft.
19 August:: barbed wire making demo
16 September: Judging Clinic
19 Sept: Annual Club Show and Contest—all hands needed!

IPMS Prison City Modelers

18 November: Nominations of officers
16 December: Election of officers
2016:
20 January:
17 February:

21 October:

Meetings:
third Wednesday of the month
at the Leavenworth Public Library
417 Spruce Street, Leavenworth

W E’ RE ON THE WEB—
HTTP: / /
LEAVENWORTHMODELERSCLUB . ORG/

Upcoming events:
12 September 2015: Region 5 Convention and Contest Holiday Inn– Route 66, 10709
Watson Road, St Louis, IPMS-Gateway, http://www.ipms-gateway.com/2015-Region5/
IPMS-region5-2015contest.html, Doug Barton, peddocdoug@gmail.com, (314) 6102429. Theme: Remembering 1975.
19 September 2015: 8th Annual LEAVENWORTH MODEL SHOW, http://
leavenworthmodelersclub.org/contest/ 109 Delaware Street, Leavenworth, KS. Mark
Gerges, mgerges@kc.rr.com. (913) 680-0066. Special theme: The year1940– Fall of
France and the Battle of Britain.

Need
a club
polo shirt or hat? contact
the secretary to order.

29 September 2015: Sproo Doo 2015, http://www.casmodels.org/sproo-doo-2015.html,
Arkansas Statehouse Convention Center, Little Rock, Arkansas. Show theme “50 shades
of Green”

Want to carpool to one of
these shows? Bring it up at
the meeting, or send a group
message.

10 October 2015: Chisholm Trail Scale Con 2015. Midway Baptist Church, 5135 S Broadway, Wichita, KS. No website listed, IPMS Chisolm Trail Scale Modelers, Jeff Cadenhead, chevymontecarlo18@yahoo.com, (316)522-5328
14 November 2015: TigerCon 2015. Hickman High School, 1104 N Providence Road, Columbia, Mo. http://www.cmsm-ipms.org/tigercon, Central Missouri Scale Modelers,
TigerCon Coordinator, centralmissouriscalemodelers@gmail.com

What do you think of the
updated newsletter format?
Have any ideas for new
features, or have something
to contribute? Send it to
me.:
mgerges@kc.rr.com

