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Thanks to Rick
Brownlee for this view
of a Ford engine,
amazingly detailed.

New Look for the Newsletter
Trying it out
By Ed Burgess

My theme for this month is
trying out new things. The first
new thing is my new iMac, on
which this newsletter is written.
Different template, different
capabilities from my aging PC,
which is now consigned to the
heap of obsolete stuff. Still
learning its quirks.
Next new thing I’m working on
is the complex three-color
camouflage scheme used by
WWII German Army vehicles.
It involved hard edges, three
colors, complex boundaries,
and cute little flecks of paint
designed to imitate dappled
sun through leaves. It’s
success was arguable, but

1

what is inarguable is that it’s
tricky to imitate. I’m
experimenting with Silly Putty
as a masking medium. One
person suggested that I get a
leather punch of the right size,
punch out disks of masking
tape, and assemble them in
the correct lobed pattern. I
can say that trying to cut
masking tape with an Xacto
knife is one answer but
requires a steady hand and
attention to detail.
The third thing I’m doing--have
been doing for a while--is
using aluminum sheeting to
construct truck fenders and
similar structures. I’m still

using that GAZ-AA truck, trying
to get that right. I have gotten
it back together after dropping
it on the basement floor,
painted it Soviet green, and
done the wheels, at least. Slow
progress, but progress. Think I
have most of the PE bits
solved.
So stretch a little. Get out of
the comfort zone. Take a
break from 1/48 jet fighters
and do a hot rod. Or a
spaceship. Scratch-build that
glacis plate that doesn’t look
quite right, or learn resin
casting. And when you do,
bring it to the meeting and
show us how you did it.
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Diorama detail source
CGLaser has 1:35 wood
accessories
By Ed Burgess

I haven’t used these myself, but the
concept looks good. Laser-cut wood
buildings,boxes, crates, and other cool
bits. The company has previously
focused on model railroading buildings.
Now they offer a line of 1:35 accessories.
Most are boxes of various sizes and
pallets, ideal for any logistical scene,
camp clutter, truck cargo, whatever. I
liked the palletized ammunition, too.
You have to supply your own 155 shells,
but the crates and pallets are there. This
is something I rarely see in dioramas, but
we know that artillery revetments quickly
get surrounded by the detritus of packing
and shipping.
http://www.gclaser.com/military/

Don’t forget the 17 Feb
meeting at the Leavenworth
Public Library. 7:00 as usual.
We’ll be setting up a display
in the Library for a two-week
run.
Contest plans
progress
By Ed Burgess

Save 27 March
2010

It’s getting very close. We
have the categories (see the
Vendors: Please check
website). We have the
the website, we are very
trophies. We have the venue. interested in providing you a
Now we need a large
table.
number of hobbyists to show
their work. Unlike last year,
the Leavenworth members
will be eligible for awards so
be on your toes.
A shed meant to be erected in the back of a
truck for the fitters and mechanics.
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Calendar
Upcoming club meetings:
17 Feb – Club Meeting at Leavenworth Library 7pm
17 March -- Club Meeting at Leavenworth Library 7pm
21 April -- Club Meeting at Leavenworth Library 7pm
19 May -- Club Meeting at Leavenworth Library 7pm
16 June -- Club Meeting at Leavenworth Library 7pm

Interesting 2009 - 2010 Events in our area:
- 26-27 Feb 2010 – “Spring Maneuvers” wargame convention, new location in
Overland Park.
-Mar 2010 "Recruits" war gaming convention, Lee’s Summit, MO
20 Mar 2010 – Omacon, Council Bluffs, IA
-27 Mar 2010 – Our Prison City Modelers Club Model Contest at the Heritage
Center in Leavenworth, KS
-3 Apr 2010 – KAMS 15th Annual Model Car Contest, Salina, KS
-17 Apr 2010 – Model Fest 2010, IPMS West Central Missouri, Liberty, MO
-22-24 Apr 2010 – Armor Modeling and Preservation Society (AMPS) 2010
International Show, Auburn, IN
-12 – 13 JUN 2010 – KC Slammers 19th Heartland Model Car Nationals,
Overland Park Convention Center, KS
-8 -11 Jul 2010 – “Historicon” war gaming convention, new location Baltimore
Convention Center, MD
-24 Jul 2010 – KC Slammers 5th Annual Elden Titus National Model Kemp
Spectacular, Salina, KS

Spring Maneuvers Wargaming event on 26 - 27 FEB 10, at the
Overland Park Trade Center. There will be a lot more historical miniature
games for both days and on the Sci-Fi side a Warhammer 40K group of about
25 - 30 people has asked to have a tournament at our convention. Also a
Flames of War game of Operation Market Garden covering a giant multi-table
terrain board. This is turning out to be a pretty big event and we will even
have catered food available. A gun show is happening on the same day in
another part of the Trade Center. Big toys and little toys all in one place, what
else can you ask for? The Trade Center is just off Metcalf, between 435 and
119th street, behind the Joanneʼs Fabric
http://www.springmaneuvers.com/index.html
So unless we have 10 foot snow drifts and a major power outage at the
trade center this event will happen. If you can make it please by all means
come on out. --Bernard Harris
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