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Meeting Agenda Items:

Contest Raffle - Another reminder, and one that I will continue 
to bring up. Our Club Contest, scheduled for Saturday, the 22nd 
of September is going to be here before we know it.  It’s time 
to start scrounging through your personal stash of kits, decals, 
reference material, and other suitable hobby related items to find 
candidates for donation to the Contest Raffle.  

Failing to acquire an adequate number of donated Raffle 
items, we may be forced to purchase suitable items, which will 
obviously be counter-productive in our endeavor to increase our 
club funds reserve.

I’ll have some interesting information to pass on concerning kit 
donations from a couple of area hobbyist.

September Contest – Including the upcoming July 18th club 
meeting, we have only three (3) meetings left to get our house in 
order for the 22 September contest.  That being said, we need 
to start receiving status reports on the various components of the 
contest, i.e. updates/corrections to the restaurant map, number 
of vendors confirmed, number of sponsors, etc.  So anyone that 
stepped up last meeting to fill a position of responsibility for the 
September 22nd event needs to be prepared to give a report.    

How-To Demonstration – Bring your note-pads and cameras.

     Semper Fi - Ron    

“The 1913 Gettysburg reunion of 53,407 American Civil War 
veterans was for the Battle of Gettysburg’s 50th anniversary. 
President Woodrow Wilson’s July 4 reunion address summa-
rized the spirit: “We have found one another again as brothers 
and comrades in arms, enemies no longer, generous friends 
rather, our battles long past, the quarrel forgotten—except that 
we shall not forget the splendid valour.”

Gettysburg 50th Anniversary Reunion - 1913

This issue is a short one - 
summer holiday and some pressing Honey-Do’s.

Finishing an 8’x8’, 12”=1’, Yard Shed Kit from Lowe’s.
(No magnifiers needed on this kit...LOL!

Below is one photo from a series of photos that I found on 
Retronaut website.

                     Gary, ed.



Macintosh computer. And in reference to good composition, I 
didn’t want the rock wall to be too high or too large in volume. 
I didn’t want the terrain base to compete with the figure for at-
tention. Yes, I have seen figures with bases displaying excellent 
composition in a setting with high walls, and a great deal of 
rubble. But I’m trying to make a point here that sometimes less is 
more! Hopefully, this will give you something to think about when 
you’re arranging the elements of your next presentation. We 
want the viewer’s eye to be drawn to the most important part of 
the presentation first. 

So here is the final part, PART 5 of the series on Color Harmony 
and Composition

The Tamiya 1:16th scale Wehrmacht Machine Gunner  in 
great coat is the next example in this last part of the series. I did 
substitute the head, using a resin head from Legends and Lore. I 
had to give the new head a haircut  with a craft knife and files. 
I use Aves Apoxy Sculpt putty — which has been mentioned in 
previous parts of this series — to alter the hair style. He would 
be bareheaded, and different from the kit supplied parts; as I 
wanted to show his helmet in the left hand. The Tamiya kit hands 
were covered by mittens. So I used two resin hands from my 
spare parts box. I felt the presentation called for a winter scene, 
since the soldier is wearing a great coat. And with the Dremel 
tool, I thinned down the inner sides of the coat tail pieces of the 
great coat; then added small holes in the coat to show the effects 
of wear and tear. These steps were completed before gluing 
those parts to the body.

Regarding Color Harmony, I wanted the terrain and the short 
rock wall to be painted in the same great coat dirty dull green 
range of colors and shades. The browns of the leather weapon’s 
sling, helmet liner/chin strap (using Squadron Shop lead foil) 
and the light brown hair of the replacement head were intended 
to work well with the name plate and the wood stain on the box 
base. The name plate was drawn with Adobe Illustrator on my 

Why Color Harmony and Composition 
are Important in Model Building

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Part	5	of	5
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 			 	 	 by	Rick	Brownlee
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With my final example, I focus on the 200mm resin bust figure 
called Tauro, from the War of the Zodiac series, by Yedharo 
Miniatures in Velencia, Spain.

If you havn’t ‘figured’ it out yet, I believe one of the plus factors of 
doing fantasy genré figures or Star Wars vehicles — in contrast 
to Historical figures — is that there are no rules regarding colors. 
The OD paint of a WWII American jeep or a Sherman tank 
has to be within a certain color range to look correct. However, 
with the fantasy subject matter, you can choose colors and color 
combinations however you like. Let your creative color palette 
run amok! No one can say that isn’t correct, as there is no past 
history, or driver’s manual to determine authentic colors one way 
or another. Rivet counters will be left with nothing to say! And as 
a hobbyist, I find it liberating, and a lot of fun.

Now with the Tauro bust, because of the brown leather colors 
around his shoulders and chest, I decided to make the wood 
base — initially painted in oils on the bare wood — the same 
general color as the leather pieces on the figure. And I also 
introduced areas of blue and red in the low relief designs on the 
box base that were also used in the painting of the figure. Since 
Turquoise is made from blue and Mellon Red is part of the Red 
range of shades and tones, I also used those fun colors in paint-
ing this figure. Again, this was done to develop color harmony in 
the entire presentation. I went to a craft store, looked through the 
hand made jewelry supplies to find a neck chain for the Tauro 
bust. And then made the padlock attached to the chain from a 
large piece of a sprue tree, and bent brass rod. I hoped it made 
that horney devil look more dangerous!

Hopefully, what I have suggested in this series will be of inter-
est to the modelers in our chapter. As I said, my opinion is that 
strong composition and color harmony are important aspects of 
any modeling presentation — especially if you are intending to 
enter an IPMS competition. Repeating, I think it would  also be 
helpful to learn the principles of art.

However, if you do not agree with my conclusions, that is OK as 
well. Good luck to you all, and remember to keep it fun. This is 
a hobby, and we should not develop too much concern about 
whether each project is a complete success. Indeed, we do learn 
from each model we work on. Time spend on a project that fails 
is still a lesson learned, and thus a valuable use of our time. 
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Photos from our June meeting.
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Upcoming club meetings and events:
July 18  -- Club Meeting at Leavenworth Library 7p.m.
August 15  -- Club Meeting at Leavenworth Library 7p.m.
September 19  -- Club Meeting at Leavenworth Library 7p.m.
Sepember 22 – Annual Prison City Modelers Contest
October 17  -- Club Meeting at Leavenworth Library 7p.m.
November 14  -- Club Meeting at Leavenworth Library 7p.m.

Note: We are now confirmed to have all our meetings in the 
East room of the Library (the big room with the good lighting at 
the east end of the library past the childrens section. Also note 

that our November meeting is scheduled for Nov. 14th since 
our normal date would conflict with the Thanksgiving holiday.

Don’t miss the meeting this Wednesday 
evening at the Library at 7p.m. 

See you all this Wednesday!

    Gary Ruhnke - editor
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