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Short list this month -

1 – Meeting Location – The meeting will again be held in 
the East Room, which is located on the east side of the library 
just past the Children’s Section.  This will remain as our meeting 
room for the rest of the calendar year.

2 – Contest Raffle - Another reminder, and one that I will 
continue to bring up. Our Club Contest, scheduled for 22 Sep-
tember is going to be here before we know it.  It’s time to start 
scrounging through your personal stash of kits to find candidates 
for donation to the Raffle for the contest.  

Failing to acquire an adequate number of donated Raffle items, 
we may be forced to purchase suitable items, which will obvi-
ously counter-productive in our endeavor to increase our club 
funds reserve.

3 – R5 Regional – IPMS / USA Prison City Modelers is the 
sponsor of the “Best Of” trophy for figures for this event, with a 
cost $30.00.  There are still sponsorship categories available to 
anyone that might feel moved to provide an individual sponsor-
ship.  Contact Kelly Quirk @ KelDQ@aol.com for instructions on 
sponsoring trophies for this event.  Whether you want to provide 
an individual sponsorship, or not, start wrapping up your entries 
so you’ll be ready for the event.

4 – IPMS / USA – We have received a solicitation from the 
Sponsorship Chairman for the Nationals being held in Orlando, 
FL, this year.  We sponsored at last years’ event in Omaha, NE, 
and should seriously consider doing a repeat performance this 
year.  However, the Sponsorship fee is $95.00.  Therefore the 
membership needs to discuss this potential expenditure at the 
meeting.  The main problem is our current balance in the Club 
treasury and the upcoming costs to be incurred for our annual 
event in September.  Give this some serious thought.

Semper Fi - Ron    

Special Note: Part 4 of Rick Brownlee’s article “Why Color 
Harmony and Composition are Important in Model Building” 
will continue in next month’s newsletter.



Photos from our March meeting and Contest “A Horse of a Different Color.”
First place: Brooks Lyles with his French Neuport, flown by a Canadian 
pilot in British markings. Second place tie: two models by Ron Denning 
- a Dornier and a MIG. Third place tie: Gary Ruhnke with an Italian 
M13 in Australian colors and Mark Gerges with a Soviet GAZ truck in 
Iraqi markings. Fourth place: Bernard Harris with his German U-boat in 
post war Soviet markings.
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Anchors Aweigh
A decade or so ago while attending the estate sale of a 
deceased great uncle, I found a slightly tattered and yellowing 
book entitled The United States Navy. I purchased the book for 
$1 without really paying to much attention to its contents. I liked 
the cover graphics and the fact that it appeared to be very old.  

When I got home and had a chance to really look at the 
contents, I realized that I had found a real rare book that was 
published in 1917 during WWI.

These photos are only a few of the 64 pages of photos that 
illustrate the naval power of the United States during WWI.
All of the battleships feature cage-mast observation masts,  
common for the period.

The really cool thing that I found was on page 20, BB-21 the 
USS Kansas. How many of us new that there was a battleship
named after our grand state. Not I. 

Launched in 1905, the USS Kansas spent most of her brief  
career in the Caribbean supporting the many US political 
and military interests in the region. She was decommissioned 
in 1921 and sold for scrap in 1923 in accordance with the 
Washington Naval Treaty limiting naval armament.

Anchors Aweigh USS Kansas on amber waves of grain! We 
salute you!

by Gary Ruhnke, ed.
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The Battle Cruiser Ranger pictured was to be the first of four of 
this new Lexington class that was under construction when the 
book was published.

The Ranger was never built and two of the four planned 
battlecruisers (battlecruisers USS Constellation, USS Ranger, 
USS Constitution and the USS United States) were built instead 
as the fleet aircraft carriers USS Lexington and USS Saratoga.
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After correcting the shape of the hull, I scratch built the props, 
attachment points to the hull, and the single rudder (the kit had 
two but unusable ones) of the Fletcher class. Of course, the rud-
der with the kit was entirely incorrect, and so I laminated a few 
sheets of plastic sheet, drew out the design, cut it out and began 
sanding.

What was I thinking? That thought keeps going through my mind 
as I sit here and look at the pile of parts awaiting my attention. 
I don’t normally build ships; ok, I’ll come clean, I never build 
ships. Two years ago, my office mate gave me an unbuilt kit of 
the Lindberg Blue Devil Destroyer. He had worked on one of the 
three remaining Fletcher class destroyers as a docent, and had 
bought the kit but realized later that he was not going to become 
a model builder—and how was I going to look a gift horse in 
the mouth and refuse? The Fletcher class was the most numer-
ous class of US destroyers in WWII, with 175 ships of the class 
built. Big, and well designed, the Fletchers were used almost 
exclusively in the Pacific theater. The ship my friend worked on 
was the USS Kidd, named for the admiral commanding the USS 
Arizona killed on December 7, 1941 when his ship was hit. The 
Kidd is the only Fletcher in its WWII configuration, though it is 
in the post Kamikaze attack and emergency anti-aircraft refit of 
1945. I decided after some research to build the ship as it was 
in mid-1944.

If you don’t know anything about the kit, let me fill you in. it is 
horrible by the standards of today. Heck, it was terrible of the 
standards of the 1960s when these molds were made. All the 
details are wrong, or at least imaginative. The kit itself was made 
to be motorized, with moving turrets, torpedo tubes, and fire 
direction all hooked to a mechanism under the removable deck. 
The details are either simplified, toy-like, or out and out wrong. I 
will point these out as I try to fix them.

So, I now had the kit, and last year at the Nationals in Omaha, 
bought the Tom’s Model Works PE kit for the ship—what else 
could I possibly need. Off the two went into deep storage in 
my attic, to be built at a later and undisclosed date in the future. 
Then a conference in February took me to Baton Rouge, and my 
son and I spent the afternoon on the ship and I became hooked. 
The internet has been burning up with searches for Fletcher 
material each lunchtime, and quite a few ship-modeling websites 
have me to thank for their spike in business.

Fixing the hull:
The shape of the hull is wrong, and the ship is about a ½ inch 
too shallow at the stern. I added sheets of plastic to build up the 
shape and height, and then filled in the gaps with FIXIT, a two-
part putty. After the putty had dried, I used a tool I’ve never used 
in model building before: my random orbital sander, normally 
reserved for my woodworking. Did I mention that the hull is over 
35” long, making my normal model building tools seem puny 
and irrelevant?

Building the Lindberg 1:125 scale 
Blue Devil 
Destroyer 
              
 
        PART 1, By Mark Gerges

Photo 1: The sanded and corrected stern of the ship. You can see the 
white layers of styrene and the gray two-part putty that added 1/2” to 
the stern.

Photo 2: The prop shafts and supports for the propellers roughed in. 
The hole in the middle is where the new rudder will be mounted.
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Photo 3: The nearly final stern with Milliput added around the bases of 
the supports to blend the parts to the hull. The top half of the rudder is 
mounted to the hull. The two dark gray parts are the only ones I used 
from the kit.

To support the ship, I mounted two nuts in the inside of the hull, 
braced, and then epoxied them into place to support the ship 
when finished. See photo 4. I also decided to mount some sup-
ports to the top of the hull so that the deck would not flex when 
attaching the superstructure later in the build (photo 5). Final parts 
to correct on the hull were the sonar dome, also made of lami-
nated plastic cut and sanded to shape, and then the roll chocks 
along the side. None of this was particularly hard to do, just lots 
of sanding and some good plans and photos for the hull (photo 
6 and 7).

Photo 4: the nut glued and braced in position. I will mount a bolt on a 
wooden base, and then tighten the bolt to the nut, holding the hull in 
place.

Photo 5: the bracing for the deck. I may have gone a little overboard 
on the bracing.

Photo 6: A slightly blurry photo of the sonar dome and Milliput blend-
ing it into the hull. The large silver columns in the rear of the photo are 
the supports holding the ship to a wooden base. Next step is to use 
some Archer Fine Transfer rivets to detail the sonar dome and rudder 
and then a spray of Mr Surfacer 500 to check for rough spots.

Photo 7: Roll chocks in place. You can see the pencil payout lines on 
the hull. I mounted the ship to a temporary wooden base to protect all 
my hard work on the stern. After a bead of superglue to make sure 
they don’t move, I sanded the roll chocks to their final shape in place.

Part II: Coming soon--Fixing the Deck:

Building the Lindberg 1:125 scale Blue Devil Destroyer
(continued from Page 5)
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Upcoming club meetings and events:
April 18  -- Club Meeting at Leavenworth Library 7p.m.
May 16  -- Club Meeting at Leavenworth Library 7p.m.
May 19 -- Regional Convention sponsored by WCMO
June 20  -- Club Meeting at Leavenworth Library 7p.m.
July 18  -- Club Meeting at Leavenworth Library 7p.m.
August 15  -- Club Meeting at Leavenworth Library 7p.m.
September 19  -- Club Meeting at Leavenworth Library 7p.m.
Sepember 22 – Annual Prison City Modelers Contest
October 17  -- Club Meeting at Leavenworth Library 7p.m.
November 14  -- Club Meeting at Leavenworth Library 7p.m.

Note: We are now confirmed to have all our meetings in the 
East room of the Library (the big room with the good lighting at 
the east end of the library past the childrens section. Also note 
that our November meeting is scheduled for Nov. 14th since 
our normal date would conflict with the Thanksgiving holiday.
Don’t miss the meeting this Wednesday 
evening at the Library at 7p.m. 

See you all this Wednesday!

    Gary Ruhnke - editor
    

The Killinger and Freund 
Motorrad (motorcycle)

Practically all of us have or have had a front wheel drive car by now. But very, 
very few have ever heard of or even seen a front wheel drive motorcycle. Well, 
leave it up to those crafty Germans to have been the ones who developed a 
three cylinder, front wheel drive motorcycle that looks like something that Batman 
would have mortgaged the Batcave to own.

Discovered by the US Army at the end of WWII at a German military installa-
tion, the Killinger und Freund Motorrad was a prototype for what was originally 

intended as a civilian motorcycle prior to the start of the 
war. WWII cancelled those plans and what may have 
become one of the worlds most innovative motorcycles 
disappears and becomes only a memory.

Featuring a 600cc two-stroke three cylinder motor that 
was built into the front wheel, the elegant streamlined 
styling allowed for a very comfortable ride with oil-filled 
shock absorbers in the rear suspension. 

There are rumors that the prototype still exists. Has any 
one checked the garage at Bruce Wayne’s mansion? 

600cc two-stroke 
three cylinder 

motor built into the 
front wheel

by Gary Ruhnke, ed.
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