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1 – Inter-club Contest  -  “The Horse of a Differ-
ent Color”.  This is it guys, bring your entry to the meeting, 
Wednesday, the 21st. If this gimmick theme works well for the 
inter-club contest, perhaps we could carry it over to our annual 
Region 5 scheduled contest on 22 September as a Theme or 
Category.

2 – How-To Demonstration – A demonstration on how to 
emboss metal foils to make replacement parts for sheet metal will 
be provided by Ron Reynolds.  Bring your camera, note pad, or 
tape recorder, to document this demo for future use. Also, bring 
a zip-lock sandwich-bag, Ron will have some sheet lead to hand 
out to those interested in acquiring some for their own use or 
experimentation.

3 – Meeting Location – The meeting will be held in the East 
Room which is located on the east side of the library just past the 
Children’s Section. It will be in the same room as last month for 
the rest of the calendar year.

4 – Contest Raffle - Going back to item 1 – Another remind-
er, and one that I will continue to bring up. Our Club Contest, 
scheduled for 22 September is going to be here before we know 
it. It’s time to start scrounging through your personal stash of kits 
to find candidates for donation to the Raffle for the contest.  

Failing to acquire an adequate number of donated Raffle items, 
there is a number of kits and other related items recently acquired 
from Brian Nelson’s remnants of inventory from the old Waldo 
Hobbies shop that he operated on south Wornall, in Kansas 
City. Frank Holsburg and Carlos Padilla have them now and are  
interested in divesting of them. I dropped some coin over there  
a couple of weeks ago and walked away with several True 
Details interior sets and a couple of Paragon conversion sets. 
This cache has quite a selection of resin aftermarket, some PE, 
lots of reference (In Action/Osprey type books), and many 
plastic kits, 72nd, 48th, 32nd, and 35th scale. There is also a 
selection of aftermarket decals and vacuform canopies. These 
are mostly aircraft related items, but there is some armor/armour 
included. We should be able to acquire some at very reason-
able prices, if we have to purchase any kits for the Raffle.

5 – R5 Regional – I volunteered Prison City Modelers as the 
sponsor of a “Best Of” trophy sponsor for this event. We are 
sponsoring the “Best of Figure” trophy – cost $30.00. We’ve 
sponsored trophy packages in the past, so this is nothing new 
for the club. There are still sponsorship categories available to 
anyone that might feel moved to provide an individual sponsor-
ship. Contact Kelly Quirk at KelDQ@aol.com for instructions on 
sponsoring trophies for this event.

Semper Fi - Ron    



Photos from our February meeting
Back to the BIG room!
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                       by Gary Ruhnke, ed.
     

I grew up always having a dog for a pet. My grandmother 
bred them so we were automatically “dog” people. I still 
have a dog as pet and she is without a doubt my little “best 
friend.”

Six years ago just before leaving for a weeks vacation in 
Mexico, I purchased a copy of Always Faithful by Capt. 
William W. Putney D.V.M – USMC (retired) which tells the 
story of the training and use of Marine War Dog platoons 
in WWII. He tells of his experiences after being asked to 
develop a training program for both dogs and handlers 
for the dangerous duties that they were to perform starting 
with the invasion of Guam in 1944. He shares all the highs 
and lows of training and the terrible ordeals of combat on 
Guam. It’s a wonderful story about four-legged heros who 
put themselves in harms way day after day, saved countless 
lives and gave extra meaning to the Corps motto “Semper 
Fidelis – Always Faithful.”

A couple of years later, while watching the History Channel one evening 
I chanced upon the program “War Dogs of the Pacific” which features 
Capt. Putney and a group of former Marine handlers from the War 
Dog platoons. The hour long program is filled with photos and historical 
footage as these veterans share their experiences and memories of their 
beloved dogs whose devotion, courage and sacrifice helped to win the 
war against Japan. It’s a well deserved tribute to a little known group 
that proved they were indeed “MAN’S BEST FRIEND”. The video is 
available at www.wardogsmovie.com or Amazon.com.

I highly recommend both and must warn you in advance that I’ve 
watched the video many times and always get misty eyed before it’s 
over because in my world, Dogs Are People!
(NOTE: There is currently a retired Marine dog handler who is trying to 
adopt the dog, Sgt. Rex,  that she worked with in Iraq. Google Sergeant 
Rex to read the story. As you can see the War Dogs continue to serve.)

War Dogs 
of the Pacific
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Next is another example of a big monster — in this case, 12 
inches tall — and from the Star Wars films.  In the photo of the 
Rancor beast, you notice that the main colors I used for paint-
ing this very large figure are some browns, but mostly various 
shades and tones of green. The base coats were hand painted 
on the entire figure in acrylics. Then I painted with artist tube 
oil paints over that. I see oil paints as the most forgiving of all 
mediums and the easiest to blend from one color to another in a 
smooth transition. I use the oils mixed together, straight from the 
tubes, without diluting the oils with thinner. Then I apply the oils 
very thinly on the figure, almost as a film. By the next day most 
oil colors are dry to the touch. I constructed the base using Aves 
Clayshay. (This product is a papier mache brown powder you 
mix with water. It is very strong when cured, but lightweight.) 
And after the Clayshay had been smoothed out with a palette 

The Frankenstein figure, walking through the Gothic park ruin 
is my next example.  I would consider it a vignette and not a 
diorama. So there is not a good story line, here. In the first and 
second photos of Mary Shelley’s famous Stalker Walker from her 
1818 novel of the same name, you can see in this example the 

main colors and shades 
are the earth tones. I 
painted Franky’s bargain 
basement sport coat a 
dark slate blue-gray, and 
his ill fitting britches a 
chocolate brown. And so 
it was those two colors 
that I kept mentally in 
focus when selecting 
what color combinations 
to paint the rest of the 
composition. And when I 
was considering the com-
position, I tried to fashion 
masonry pieces, and 
the Gothic “archway in 
ruin”, that would add eye 
appeal to the scene. But I 

didn’t want objects so large in volume as to take the viewer’s eye 
away from Frank, the main character, the star of the show! The 
ivy leaves and the few clumps of grass in the terrain, are tones 
I hope are in harmony with the Frankenstein’s light green T-shirt. 
And as you look at the third picture which shows the presentation 
in profile, you can see that all of the ruin, each piece of masonry 
in the wall, has been painted with shades of the same browns 
and blues from Frankenstein’s clothing. I even tried to pick a neu-
tral soft shade of blue-gray to paint the wood oval base.

Why Color Harmony and Composition 
are Important in Model Building

          Part 3 of 5
            by Rick Brownlee
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Upcoming club meetings and events:
March 21 -- Club Meeting at Leavenworth Library 7p.m.
 (Don’t forget that the March meeting will be a contest
 about vehicles, planes, etc. that are in marking other  
 than those of the country of origin.)
April 18  -- Club Meeting at Leavenworth Library 7p.m.
May 16  -- Club Meeting at Leavenworth Library 7p.m.
May 19 -- Regional Convention sponsored by WCMO
June 20  -- Club Meeting at Leavenworth Library 7p.m.

Note: We are now confirmed to have all our meetings in the 
East room of the Library (the big room with the good lighting at 
the east end of the library past the childrens section. Also note 
that our November meeting is scheduled for Nov. 14th since our 
normal date would conflict with the Thanksgiving holiday.

Don’t miss the meeting this Wednesday evening at the Library 
at 7p.m. 

See you all this Wednesday!
    Gary Ruhnke -editor
    

knife, and dried, I carved the masonry floor pattern. The boxed 
frame was constructed from bass wood sections, an eighth of 
an inch thick. I tried to stay in the same range of greens for the 
base as with my “not so jolly Green Giant”. I wanted tones in 
the base that would compliment the colors selected to paint that 
very large figure. And similarly, as with the Frankenstein vignette, 
the masonry rocks and broken arch were made from Aves 
Clayshay. It starts to cure in about one hour. You’ll find both Aves 
Clayshay and Apoxy Sculpt (which is the only filler and sculpting 
putty I use) at www.avesstudio.com. Aves Studio is an American 
company. Or you can call them at 1-800-261-2837 or 1-715-
386-9097. 
 
In part four of this five part series, I will discuss a small scale 
WWII French Infantryman in regards to my main topic as well as 
the painting of two vehicles from the series of Star Wars films.
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