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PRESIDENT

event if at all possible. Check with other members and try to
car-pool. It’s about a three (3) hour drive, give or take a few
minutes. Nice trophy package. What I think we should strive
for in the future.
3 – How-To Demonstration – A demonstration on how to
emboss metal foils to make replacement parts for sheet metal will
be provided by Ron Reynolds. Bring your camera, note pad, or
tape recorder, to document this demo for future use. Also, bring
a zip-lock sandwich-bag; Ron will have some sheet lead to hand
out to those interested in acquiring some for their own use or
experimentation.

Not much in the way of “Agenda” items, but there are few that
need addressing.
1 – Inter-club Contest at the March meeting. As you may,
or may not, remember, our
esteemed former club President,
Edwin “Marion” Burgess as a last act of defiance, determined
that we (the Club) would have an inter-club contest at the March
meeting. The contest would have a theme of equipment (A/C,
armor / armor, weapons systems, etc.), being operated by those
other than whom originally intended. An example would be
Curtis P-40’s in the service of the Soviet Union, the British Empire,
and so forth. Or M-4 Sherman tanks by the same.

4 – Since we (the membership) were subjected to a living demonstration of the proverbial “10 pounds in a 5 pound bag” last
meeting, Shane has straightened out the problem with management. Shane forwarded a copy of the reservation confirmation
to me so as to avoid the “no-one wrote it down” excuse. Our
meetings for the rest of calendar year 2012 will be held in the
East Room which is located on the east side of the library just
past the Children’s Section.

This contest will be titled “The Horse of a Different Color”.
If it works well for the inter-club contest, perhaps we could carry
it over to our annual Region 5 scheduled contest on 22 September as a Theme or Category.

5 – Going back to items 1 and 2 – our Club Contest, scheduled
for September is going to be here before we know it. It’s time to
start scrounging through your personal stash of kits to find candidates for donation to the Raffle for the contest. Failing to acquire
an adequate number of donated Raffle items, there is a number
of kits just acquired from Brian Nelson’s remnants of inventory
from the old Waldo Hobbies shop that he operated on south
Wornall. Frank Holsburg and Carlos Padilla have them now
and are interested in divesting of them. We should be able to
acquire some at a very reasonable price, if we have to purchase
any kits for the Raffle.

2 – ATTENTION! ATTENTION! - Just announced via our
Region 5 Coordinator, Kelly Quirk, and forwarded by our
Chapter Contact, Ed Burgess - the OmaCon 2012, sponsored
by the Fort Crook Chapter, IPMS/USA, will be held in Omaha
on Saturday, the 7th of April, at the La Vista Conference Center
(same location and venue of the 2011 Nationals). Go to the
Fort Crook website which can be found at www.ipmsusa.
org under “Upcoming Events”. They consistently put on a
class event. It would be worth your while to try to attend this

Semper Fi - Ron
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Photos from our January meeting
A “cozy” little gathering of like-minded model enthusiasts!
It was a “cozy” meeting as there were about thirty of us squeezed into a small meeting room on the library’s second floor.
We actually had a few late arrivals that stood at the door since there was no more room inside. COZY indeed!!!!!
Shane has confirmed that all of our meetings will be in the East room of the Library (the big room with the good lighting)
at the east end of the library past the childrens section. Thank you Shane!
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Lets Get Things Stirred Up
		

by Gary Ruhnke

You’ve all heard about putting a BB or small ball bearing in your paint cans or jars so that
they act like rattle can paint using the “BB” to aid in stirring the paint while you shake it.
While this is good for most paints, what do you do if you’re like me you have some paints
that have set unused for a long period of time forming a solid sludge in the bottom of the
container. The “BB” has become incased in the sludge and refuses to “Shake Rattle and
Roll.” Some of us will take a stirrer of some sort and spend a lengthy time mashing this
sludge around until it liquefies again.
Here’s another option using some handy stuff that most of us have in our hobby area.
If you have a cordless drill/screwdriver you can use it for more than taking care of Honey
Do’s around the house. You can make a variety of different stirring tips that you can use
in your drill to make it a powerful paint stirrer. The tips below come from using a Tamiya
paint stirrer and brass rod. “A” is made by cutting off the scoop end of the Tamiya stirrer
and putting a twist in the flat end which cause a swirling, funnel motion when stirring. “B”
is the same basic thing only made of 1/4” brass tube that has been flattened and twisted.
“C” is made from 1/8” brass tube that has been flattened, then split and bent out to 		
form a small “propeller.”
A
C
B
This one is very good for
those old bottles of Floquil
paints that can be really
tough once they turn into
the “sludge.”

A

B

C

Drill with “B”
inserted in drill
chuck.

Always on the lookout for a good deal I happened on these resin horses on the Great
Models Webstore site. They are three different horses by Doug’s Originals which all
normally sell for $18-19 and were on sale for half price. I love a bargain, so I bought
all three.
They are bagged inside plastic see-through packages which is very unique with lots of eye
appeal and handy as well since one of the horses had a broken ear but thanks to the
packaging the piece was there an easy to repair. The castings are
flawless - not a single air bubble in all three. Each horse features a
soft textured coat and a great action pose. I highly recommend
these even if you can’t find them at a bargain price!!!! – Gary
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Why Color Harmony and Composition
are Important in Model Building
  

needed to think in terms of all the elements of the presentation —
not just the figure, but the position of objects as well as the color
choices —in regards to their color, shade, and tonality. There are
a lot of very subtle tones and shades involved in this concept.

Now please look at the photos of the Pili Pili 120mm figure
painted as a British Cavalier. In reference to light and shadow,
the hat brim was painted lighter in the front, and darker nearer
the curls of his hair and the underside of the hat brim as those
areas would be in shadow. This is as if the light source, or the

A word about the circular base I fabricated for the ‘kit provided
cement wall’ to sit upon. The base is a piece of wood, a lid that
I bought at Hobby Lobby. I covered it with Clayshay putty, and
later carved the grooves to indicate a masonry pattern. I had to
paint the individual masonry rock areas a number of times before
I got the colors of each piece of rock to look right, to be in harmony with the colors in the Cavalier’s costume.

Sun was over the top of his head. In my work, I paint the model
or figure as though the Sun is directly over the top of the presentation. However, many fine modelers do not paint in this style.
With the Cavalier, I used the same approach when painting the
crotch of the figure. Since that area also would be in shadow,
it would be darker than the area of the breeches on top of the
knee, where the Sunlight creates a lighter tone than in the shadow areas. Now, the boots — the creases, which would be the
shadow areas, were painted darker, and in the highlight areas,
the tone is a lighter reddish-brown. However, some modelers let
the natural ambient light in the room provide the shadows and
highlights. So as I mentioned in Part I, it is a question of opinion
or personal taste — not a question of right or wrong.
So, now on to Color Harmony, and the Cavalier figure: I picked
shades of blue and brown that would naturally work in combination together. And since violet is made from two of the three
primary colors on the color wheel —red mixed with blue — I
wanted to add violet in the insets of his sleeves and made his
sash a shade of red, as those two primary colors mixed together
become violet. I feel the violet compliments the shades of blue
and red on the figure,. Adhering to this principle, I felt the base
I created had to be in Color Harmony with the figure as well. I

Part 2 of 5
by Rick Brownlee

Now I’ll leave the Cavalier figure and talk about the general
concept of color harmony in regards to a vignette or diorama. I
think that with a vignette or diorama, the right color(s) can help
make the story line more immediately apparent to the viewer. As
I mentioned in Part I about a diorama, and a strong story line, it
is that story line of the diorama entry, that is the major aspects of
picking the winning dioramas, in IPMS sanctioned events.
So it can be the combination or the arrangements of the objects,
their size in relation to one another, and the color choices you
make with those objects, as to what you want the viewer’s eye to
notice first, to help the story line quickly connect with the viewer.
I remember from my years in print journalism — we read from left
to right and from top to bottom. So to aide in understanding the
desired story line, it follows that the first thing we want the viewer
to see would be located on the left side! Of course, there are exceptions to this concept, but hopefully this will get you to thinking
about this whole process and the philosophy behind it.
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A brief recap of Mark Gerges demo of the hairspray weathering
technique at the January meeting.
Mark applies water
to the plane that
he had prepared
by first priming,
then applying the
hairspray and then
overpainting with
the green coat.

Mark bgins to chip
away the outer
paint layer using a
toothpick.

Area that
Mark used
the toothpick
to remove the
upper layer of
paint.

Samples that Mark
has done demonstrate
how effective this
technique is.

Area that
Mark applied
a scrubbing
motion with an
abrasive pad.

Upcoming club meetings and events:
Don’t miss the meeting this Wednesday evening at the Library
at 7p.m. Hopefully the weather will be kind and not cause any
travel problems this Wednesday.

February 15 -- Club Meeting at Leavenworth Library 7p.m.
March 21 -- Club Meeting at Leavenworth Library 7p.m.
(Don’t forget that the March meeting will be a contest
about vehicles, planes, etc. that are in marking other
than those of the country of origin.)
April 18 -- Club Meeting at Leavenworth Library 7p.m.
May 16 -- Club Meeting at Leavenworth Library 7p.m.
May 19 -- Regional Convention sponsored by WCMO
Note: We are now confirmed to have all our meetings in the
East room of the Library (the big room with the good lighting at
the east end of the library past the childrens section. Also note
that our November meeting is scheduled for Nov. 14th since our
normal date would conflict with the Thanksgiving holiday.

See you all this Wednesday!
				
Gary Ruhnke -editor
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