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Next meeting - Wednesday, January 18th
Leavenworth Public Library
Since I am geographically hindered in this pursuit, I will have
to rely on members that reside in the neighborhood.

SCUTTLEBUTT
FROM THE
PRESIDENT

2. Further encouragement of our local club members in learning
the ‘tools of the trade’ in their pursuit of more refined modeling techniques. To this end we will be having more ‘how-to’
demonstrations at the monthly meetings.
3. Since Gary Ruhnke has stepped up to handle the newsletter, I am urging you fellow club members that might
have the urge to write, to submit articles for publication.
These can be ‘how-to’ techniques, or full blown SBS (step-bystep) articles on a subject close to your styrene heart, or movie/
book revues. Don’t worry about adhering to ‘college thesis’
writing standards. Just pound it out on your computer and Gary
and I will translate it to ‘Mid-Western’ English.

Well, we are into a New Year and I hope everyone had a
meaningful Christmas, and a Happy New Years’ celebration.
For those that did not attend the December club meeting, the
results of the election of Club Officers are as follows:

4. Increased involvement by the Prison City membership in entering our Club contests, and, contests of the various IPMS clubs in
the Greater Kansas City Metro Area. As other clubs notice our
attendance, and support (wear your Club T-shirts/sweatshirts),
we should see increased participation by those clubs in our
events.

President – Ron Reynolds
Vice President – Shane Curtis
Secretary – Mark Gerges
Treasurer – J.W. Dirkse

5. Recruitment. Unfortunately I am again penalized geographically. Not much chance of convincing Lee’s Summit residents to
drive to Leavenworth, so you local members are going to have
to take the lead here.

Assuming the position of News Letter Editor/Graphic Arts Wizard is Gary Ruhnke.
With that bit of news out of the way, on behalf of Prison City
Modelers, I’d like to give a heart-felt thank you to Ed Burgess
for two (2) solid years of steady leadership and good humor in
keeping this group together, and on track. Great job Ed!

This list is a ‘living document’ and subject to revision of priorities
as we advance through the coming year. However, we do need
to make a decision as soon as possible on the contest venue
location.

As we start moving into the months ahead, there are a number of
things that we need to address. Some PDQ, and some with a
little less urgency. The following is a short list, in order of precedence, of things that we need to address:

Also – mark the date of 19 May on your calendar. This is the
date of the Region 5 Regional Contest. This date unfortunately
falls in the middle of Graduation weekends. If you are not obligated by the graduation of a family member, try and make this
event either as an entrant, or a worker-bee to assist West Central
Missouri in making this a great Regional. I’ll be taking names of
those that might be interested in attending as one or the other, or
better yet, both.

1. Contest Venue – Are we going to continue to use the Heritage
Center as we have for our past contest events, or are we going
to try and locate another venue that provides a more reasonable value for our cash outlay? This obviously will depend on
availability of alternative locations and their cost. We have
started the recon of the immediate environs for additional sites.

Semper Fi - Ron
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Photos from our December meeting
Courtesy of Brooks Lyles
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Stretched Sprue Tips from Rick Brownlee
1. Stretched Sprue Rigging: take out slack with a hair dryer
2. Stretched sprue or small diameter plastic rod can be
bent to the desired shape using the heat of a light bulb
3. A variety of diameter sizes of wooden dowel rods for
dipping plastic into boiling water.

Here’s a preview of a demo that Mark Gerges
will be doing at the January meeting.
Hairspray technique
by Mark Gerges
You have heard about creating heavily weathered vehicles and aircraft with
paint chipping by using the salt technique. Another popular method is the hairspray technique. This entails putting on the base paint coat, allowing it to dry,
and then covering it with a layer of water-based hairspray, readily available in
stores or in your wife’s medicine cabinet.
Once the hairspray is dry, the final base coat is applied, and then using a little
water, a stuff brush or toothpick, gently scrubbing the top coat, chipping off the
paint and allowing the base coat to emerge. You control the amount of chipping
as you go, so unlike the salt technique where you must hope you got it right from
the beginning, you can stop and adjust your method. You can also seal that
layer and add another. At the meeting, I’ll have a completed model to see, as
well as one ready to be chipped so you can try it yourself.

Just released by Bronco Models is the 1/35th US Light Tank M-24 ‘Chaffee’
with Tank Crew Set from Dragon. This is sells for around $45 plus shipping
from a couple of dealers in Hong Kong and will probably sell for about $60
stateside once it’s in-stock locally. The older Italeri is at least 25 years old, so
it will be interesting to see the improvements from Bronco.
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Why Color Harmony and Composition
are Important in Model Building
  
I realize that the subject of this article is somewhat unusual. Most
articles modelers read deal with the construction of a model and
the use of aftermarket parts. Making decisions about what colors
to choose and thinking about how well those color combinations
go together is usually left to what experience the modeler has acquired. But since my working life was in the Graphics business,
I’ve given this idea a lot of thought. You may read my views on
Color Harmony and Composition and disagree, and that is just
fine. I see this topic more as a matter of my own personal taste.
So it isn’t that my point of view is right or a different approach
is wrong. However I hope you find something in this series of
articles that can be useful, as we all strive to improve our skills in
this multi-faceted hobby.

Part 1 of 5
by Rick Brownlee

When colors are combined in an artistic and intelligent way,
they definitely help to create atmosphere and dramatic tension in
the presentation. I think this point, applied to an aircraft model, a
diorama, or even the lone figure on a base, still applies. Sound
knowledge of color is a major part of good composition. The
use of certain colors in a presentation can help draw the viewer’s
eye where you want them to look.

I feel many modelers do not think like an artist. But my opinion is
that the principles of Art do come into play in our hobby. We’re
trying to create “the illusion of reality” in miniature, just as the
artist painting on canvas is also trying to capture this illusion, but
on a flat two-dimensional surface. The canvas artist paints in the
presence of light and shadow. And that gives the painting depth.
I see an awareness of colors, as to how they interact or relate to
one another, as important. I strongly feel the proper colors used
together, can improve a presentation and create a balance and
a harmony. You’re aware of this concept with fashion, what color
and style of clothes go well together. Does this tie go with that
shirt?

In the case of a diorama, the right color(s) can help to get the
story line across to the viewer immediately. And I think a good
story line makes a diorama much better. The use of a bright yellow — in a scene that is basically a range of earth tones, greens
and browns — will definitely draw the viewer’s eye to the object
painted in yellow. Most all of us are familiar with the Ejection
Seat handles on Jet Fighter aircraft. They are striped Black and
Yellow; and the two colors together just jump out at you.

During my education years I was taught the concept of strong
composition being essential to canvas painting, and I believe
that strong composition is just as important in model building. A
good sense of color harmony as well as the ability to understand
composition in modeling presentations can be learned. And yes,
we learn by doing and by allowing ourselves to fail.

The first photo shows the models and painted figures that I
intend to use as examples in discussing my views about Color
Harmony and Composition. And in the second installment of this
five part series, I will discuss the Pili Pili 120mm British Cavalier
from era of the English Civil War in the 17th Century. So until
next time, Happy Modeling.

Upcoming club meetings and events:

Don’t miss the meeting this Wednesday evening at the Library
at 7p.m. The main topics for discussion will be the September
contest updates and a demo by Mark Gerges.

January 18 -- Club Meeting at Leavenworth Library 7p.m.
February 15 -- Club Meeting at Leavenworth Library 7p.m.
March 21 -- Club Meeting at Leavenworth Library 7p.m.
(Don’t forget that the March meeting will be a contest
about vehicles, planes, etc. that are in marking other
than those of the country of origin.)
April 18 -- Club Meeting at Leavenworth Library 7p.m.
May 19 -- Regional Convention sponsored by WCMO

One last thought - remember Valentine’s Day is
fast approaching so be sure to buy your honey
that KIT she’s been peaking at in your Squadron
catalog when she thought you weren’t looking.
You can even offer to help her put it together!
Save the chocolates for Mother’s Day.
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Gary Ruhnke -editor

