
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Roll Call 
February 2007 

“Build a Model-Get Captured” 

Now in our eleventh year! 
http://www.leavenworthmodelersclub.org/ 

 
Warden’s Log 

Mark Gerges, President mgerges@kc.rr.com 
  

Remember, we are meeting on Thursday this 
week, so we can all stay on the good side of our 
significant other.  Remember, Rick McClellan has been 
kind enough to host us, and attached to this email are 
directions—they are also on the website.  If you want 
to car pool down, meet in front of Nana’s Hobbies at 
6:30 P.M. and the convoy will leave at 6:35 P.M.  If you 
want to drive there from home, arrive at 7:00 P.M. and 
enter Rick’s at the basement entrance (around back).  
See the website for the specifics. 
 One thing I find interesting is the number of 
people who have surfed our webpage so far—as of 
tonight, 403 unique individuals have looked at a total of  
2445 pages—that’s pretty amazing.  I’ve gotten one 
email from a dealer in Hong Kong who saw our 
website and wanted to know if he could “become your 
wooden model kit sets supplier,”  so you know your 
work is getting looked at around the world. 
 That’s all for now, see you Thursday night at 
Rick’s house, and Rick, thank you for opening up your 
home for the meeting. 

 “Build a model- get captured!” 
Mark 

On the Docket 
Agenda Items: (January meeting) 
New Business: 
 Dues for year are due.  Please bring $20 (single) or 
$25 (family) and unbuilt kit to the meeting.  Remember, 
members in good standing get 10% off at Nana’s Hobbies! 
Demos: 
 21 February: Rick McClellan- model railroad basics 
 21 March: Ed “Tiny” Zeidler—topic TBD 
 19 April: volunteer needed 
 
if you would like to volunteer for a demo, or have an idea for 
one, please email me at mgerges@kc.rr.com 
 

The Veepee Voice 
John Dickinson, Vice President dickinsj@hotmail.com 

This month our meeting revolves around trains and 
I know the railroad enthusiastic should be excited about 
this.  My younger brother was a railroader in HO scale 
while growing up, and they were pretty much a staple 
around the holiday season and birthdays.  I would suspect 
they still are.  My own experience 'back in the day' (almost 
30 years ago!) with railroad cars was unloading them.  
Two freight cars each loaded with 50 tons of bagged 
chemical fertilizer would be waiting at the warehouse and 
we would have to load on pallets, one ton per pallet.  A 
two man team would unload the car, actually one man 
operated the forklift and the second guy (usually me since 
I was junior of the team) would have to stack these 50 lbs 
bags.  I can tell you I did not have to go to the gym to stay 
in shape then.  We used to have lots of train traffic right in 
town but it is confined to running along the river these 
days. 
     If you ever get the chance to ride a passenger train, 
TAKE IT!!!  I have had the pleasure of a trip from Kansas 
City to Chicago and back with Amtrak, as well as a 
European venture in Spain from Cadiz to Madrid and 
back, and I rode the train at least once a week while in 
Taiwan last year.   

If you have the travel time to spare it is a trip that 
cannot be beat. I highly recommend it. 
     Well I did not have much to say about modeling this 
time but I got caught up in 'memory lane'.  Thanks for the 
indulgence.  jd 

 
 
Proof that work is being done on my T-35 project.  I have 10 
of the 11 required crewmembers, and the tank is nearly 
complete (one fret of photo-etched to go).  Mark 



 
 

Soundings- 
Ken Tilford, Club Historian, Tilford81@aol.com 
 

Since the club has a web site does the club wish to post 
the model of quarter winner at this site? In my mind, this web 
site has the potential to achieve more new members for the 
Prison City Model Club. 
  As club historian maybe our club needs to discuss what 
pictures they want me to keep in the scrapbook or what goes to 
the web site. Does the club still want me to keep photos of the 
model contest winners? I plan on keeping records of the club 
newsletter, newspaper articles about our club and anything else 
the club would like to include in the scrapbook.  I look forward to 
discussion on what you would like for me to keep in the club 
scrapbook. 

“Just Thoughts”-  
By Tim Fincham, tbfinch@yahoo.com 

I had the opportunity to review some old reference material 
lately and found an interesting article about one of my modeling 
interests -- kit collecting.  As it is a lengthy article, I will serialize it over 
several issues (maybe not consecutively). 

ON COLLECTING KITS AND KIT COLLECTORS by Ed 
Schnepf. Taken from Scale Modeler, VOL. 6, NO. 6  June (1971) $1.00 

Modeling is a natural phenomenon that has plagued man ever 
since Eve's apple went sour.  The quest for miniaturism knows no 
political boundaries and sweeps aside all class distinctions.  It is enjoyed 
by umpteen millions of every call and this universality of appeal more 
than bridges the generation gap with a deftness that defies analysis. 
 Modeling is fun, relaxing, and educational.  It stirs the imagination and 
fills leisure hours creatively.  It has generated many sub-cultures of its 
own, namely the detailists and researchers who are ever probing to 
uncover precise relationships between the real and the replica. It has 
also spawned a super-breed of adherents who far transcend the normal 
call of modelers.  Mysterious and aloof to all others, they are a 
phenomenon even unto themselves.  They are the kit collectors! 

Who and what kit collectors are is hard to define.  Their 
motivation is a unique calling, a compulsion to ferret out rare old model 
kits of every form, of every era and in all phases of modeling.  They 
probe the back alleys of model-dom constantly on the lookout for any 
new source or lead that may uncover the whereabouts of a hitherto 
unsold, rare, unbuilt kit. 
More soon ---- 

I will not be at the meeting but look forward to seeing the train 
layouts as soon as possible.  If any photographers are going, I will enjoy 
seeing the pics! 
All the best!  Tim 
PS  As I noted a few issues ago in my column, kit collecting has 
evolved into, in my opinion, built model recycling/refurbishing (that is 
the term at the moment which we use as opposed to ”fixing up” busted 
up old model kits) with which several of us have already had great fun 
and satisfaction. 
Note:  The Metalizer Master approacheth 50!  
 

“On the Table” 
Ed “Tiny” Zeidler, Treasurer, zeid5766048@yahoo.com 
 

Boy! Is this going to be easy!!!  Normally my 
article consists of 85% me describing the models on 
the table at the last meeting and about 15% (bet you 
thought I couldn’t add – well I didn’t become treasurer 
because of my good looks!) soliciting participation for 
the next month or just sharing an opinion or two.  But 
now with such a great web site up and running I can 
skip the commentary and jump right to telling you what 
I really think!!! 

What I really think is that we have some 
tremendously (my that was a big word – thank Gates 
for spell check) talented modelers in our little club and 
some darn fine people to boot! I remember at least 2 
“past members” always talking about modeling being a 
“solitary” hobby, giving the impression that modelers 
might be stand offish or unwilling to share their skills 
and secrets. After 10 years of being a part of this club I 
would have to disagree. Just attend one meeting, visit 
any web site, go to any contest or hobby shop and you 
will learn that modelers LOVE to share, can’t wait to 
tell you about their secret technique for weathering or 
dry brushing, one might even think they’re bragging a 
bit – perhaps.  Truth is that while the act of building a 
model is a solitary one, the majority of modelers will 
search for an outlet to share their newest conquest, be 
it a contest, club “Show What Ya Brung”, or even 
sending pictures to magazines. 

You might describe some of us as hermits with 
exhibitionist tendencies (WOW – that’s deep!). 

Now if you don’t mind I’m going to have to end 
this so I can play a game of Solitaire! 
 
Remember: If You’re Gonna Bring It –   

        PUT IT ON THE TABLE! 
 

   

  

 

   

Prison City Model Club 

Leavenworth, Kansas 

Build a model--get captured!   

Meets 3rd Wednesday of the month at Nana’s 
Hobbies. 211-B Delaware Street, Leavenworth 

Club website: http://leavenworthmodelersclub.org 
 

Reminder: if you haven’t paid your dues yet, please see 

Tiny.  Because of the backlog of kits, we’ve wiaved the 

unbuilt kit requirement for this year. Annual individual dues 
are $20 and one unbuilt kit; family dues are $25 and one unbuilt 
kit.  

Membership entitles you to vote in club business, 
allows us to sponsor trophies in contests, and offsets the annual 
club dinner.  If you choose not to pay, you’re still welcome to 
attend and participate, but can’t vote in club business.   


